What I's Thanksgiving?

Introduction: As we are gpproaching Thanksgiving Day, | thought I'd share some history and some thoughts
about this specid holiday. | think is important that we keep things in perspective and show respect toward
those who believe thanksgiving to be a part of our life and a part of our calendar.

Discussion:
I. Thanksgivingisa Timefor Celebration

Thanksgiving is redly a harvest festiva. Harvest festivas have been celebrated in nearly dl cultures around
the world since the beginning of time. It is quite probable that the American Pilgrims used the Bible as their
basis. History teaches us that the pilgrims were had alot of baggage after their departure from England, their
narrow escape from religious persecution, ther pilgrimage to America a land they knew little about. They
were took along and very dangerous voyage across the Atlantic. They had depended on God to survive the
wilderness of America and their adversaries. They found themsalves around pagan natives of the land who
were of a congtant concern and threet. After dl of this hardship they enjoyed a bountiful harvest, they
wanted to praise God for His harvest. Since they were people who respected and admired the Bible they were
no doubt motivated by biblical texts that encouraged periods of thanksgiving.

Consider Deuter onomy 26:1-2: “When you go into the land the L ORD your God is giving you as your own, to take it over
and livein it, you must take some of the first harvest of crops that grow from the land the L orD your God is giving you. Put the
food in a baske and gototheplacewherethe LORD your Gad will docseto bewardiipal”  Let me talk more about this
aswe go along in our study.

II. ThanksgivingisaTimefor Contemplation

Every person needs to take time to reflect and meditate. Our Lord celebrated harvest festivas every year of
his life. He participated in Thanksgiving every year with his family when he ceebrated the Feast of the
Tabernacles or the Ingathering caled Sukkoth (meaning booths). This was one of the three gresat feasts that
they | sradlites were cdled to celebrate annudly. It was the last and most important festiva of the year, and
occurred in the Seventh Month. It begins five days after Yom Kipper in ether September or October
(depending on the cdendar that year) and lasted for seven days, ending on the 21t day of the month Tishri.
The booths symbolize the homes of the people in their great 40-year trek through the wilderness in route to
the Promised Land.

Consider L eviticus 23:39-43: “'So on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered in the crops of the land,
ddraethe LORD's fedivd far saan days Yau mud res an thefird day and theedth day. On thefirg day yau will teke
g fruit fram thefrut tress aswal as brandes fran palm tress podars and ahe ey tress Yau will ddorate bdaethe
LorD yor Ga fa saen days Cddratethisfetivd tothe LORD far saen days each year. Thislawwill axtinueframn nov
a;, yau will ddarateit in thesaeth math. Livein ddtesfa sasen days All thepagdebanin lgad m livein ddtes 0
thet dl yaur dessncentswill knowl medelgad livein Sdtes duringthetimel braught themaut d Egyt. | antheLORD
yar Gal” It was during the thanksgiving festiva of booths that Jesus and dal other Jews would have
reflected on the goodness and provision of God.



[I1. Thanksgivingisa Timefor Consideration

Harvest festivas are found in nearly every culture. It offers atime to consider the blessings one has received.
Every agriculturd culture has them, including the English, who inherited customs from the Roman colonists
of the second, third, and fourth centuries. The Romans celebrated their thanksgiving feast in early October -
close to the time of Sukkoth. In ther culture they dedicated their feast to the pagan goddess of the harvest
who they named Ceres (Seer-e-as). The thanksgiving festivd was named Cerelia (Seer-lia), and we ill live
with the remnants of tha festivd every morning as we eat our "cered.” The Romans brought ther fal
thanksgiving festivd with them to England when they conquered it, and the festival remained when the
Empire withdrew. The Roman and Celtic people who remained in England continued to celebrate this festival
even to this day. They adopted the fertility rites associated with the harvest; and made little dolls from the
corn sheaves tha symbolized the goddess of grain - dolls tha are seen to this day. They traditiondly
celebrated the Thanksgiving festivd on the Harvest Moon, the full moon of Segptember that fals around the
Fall Equinox. Like the Roman feast, the English selected a Harvest Queen.

Consider Deuteronomy 31:9-13: “ So Mass wde doan theseteadings and gaethemto thepriets and dl theddes o
lgad. (Thepriedsarethesnsd Lead, woarry theArk d the Agesmat with theL ORD.) Then Mases aammeanded them
"Rexd theeteedings far dl 19ad to hexr at theend o e/y 8 yers whidh is the yer to ana whet pagdeone Dot
duingtheFest o Shdters when dl thel sraditeswill cameto gopear béfaretheL ORD yaur Gad and dand a thepdachewill
daoe Gathe dl thepagde the man, waren, dildren, and faegnas livingin your toans 0 thet they @an ligen and learn to
repat theL OrRD your Gad and ardully dosy eythingin thislaw: Sneether dildren do nat knowthislaw; they must heer
it. They mugt learn to regpat theL ORD your Gad far aslagasthey livein theland you areaasang the Jordan River toteke
fa yar oan” Moses intended that the Harvest festivd be a period of thanksgiving and a time of
consideration. He instructed the people to read the Word of God during thistime.

V. Thanksgivingisa Timefor Commendation

Like the Romans, people of dl lands and creeds have fdt the irresstible urge to celebrate the success of their
harvest. We must choose not to give thanks to the plants, or fase gods, or even our own hands, but to give
thanks to our God. The I sradlites did this with specid sacrifices, rituds, and offerings. As Christians we need
to acknowledge that God is good, His cregtion is good, and His gifts to mankind are good. Remember what
James says in James 1:16-18: “ My der rdhersand 9de's dona befaded abaut this Every good adian and ey pafet
gift isfrom God. These good gifts come down fromthe Creator of the sun, moon, and stars, who does not change like their shifting
dadons Gad daidal to gve us life thraugh thewad d truth sowe might bethe mot inpatant o dl the things he mede”
God bestows his gifts on those who labor and work the land through his gift of creation. Jesustold us not to
worry about what we will egt, or drink, but that God will provide for us as He does the birds of the ar and
the flowers of the fidd. We are told to give thanks to God and to seek first the Kingdom of God, and dl
these things will be added unto us.

V. Thanksgivingisa Timefor Communication

All of the feasts of the Lord were meant to teach. Deuteronomy 16:13-15 says, “ Cddratethe Feest o Shdtas
for seven days, after you have gathered your harvest from the threshing floor and winepress. Everybody should rejoice at your Feast:
yau, your smsand daugte's yaur meleand female servants, the Levites, strangers, orphans, and widows who live in your towns.
Cddratethe Feadt tothe LORD yaur Gad far saan days at thepacehewill daose beausethe L ORD your Gad will dess all
yar harvest and dl thewak you dg and yau will be carpledy hagpy.” As we gather together as Chrigtians to give
thanks for God's blessings, we should thank God and honor Him by returning that which God desres. We
need to offer Him a gift of praise! We are God' s chosen people, His children. He calls for our obedience and
service while we are on earth. Thisiswhy our forefathers saw the need to make this a national holiday. . . .



(CLICK) As | mentioned earlier, the first American Thanksgiving was celebrated less than a year after the
Plymouth colonists had settled in the new land of Americain the Fdl of 1621. (CLICK) On Juy 30, 1623 it
was declared the firgt officid “ Thanksgiving Day” and colonists were told to set aside that day for the specid
purpose of prayer and celebration by Governor William Bradford. (CLICK) Y ou can trace back other harvest
fegtivals to the Revolutionary War. On Nomarbe 26, 1789, Presdent George Washington issued a generd
proclamation for aday d thanksbut it was not until Oddog 3, 1863 (CLICK) when it became a nationa day of
thanksgiving and proclaimed to be ayearly holiday by President Abraham Lincoln.

It issaid that Sarah Josepha Hale, a prominent magazine editor, wrote a letters to him repeatedly begging him
to make it anationd holiday. Her last letter, which findly persuaded him sad, "You may have observed that,
for some years past, there has been an increasing interest felt in our land to have the Thanksgiving held on the
same day, in dl the Sates. . . . It now needs Nationd recognition and authoritative fixation, only, to become
permanently, an American custom and institution." She would not rest until she saw an “annual Thanksgiving
made a National and fixed Union Festival” for all of the United States. Listen to his own words:

By the President of the United States of America.
A Proclamation.

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and hedthful
skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which
they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fal to penetrate
and soften even the heart which is habitualy insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God. In
the midst of acivil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States
to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with dl nations, order has been
maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the
theatre of military conflict; while that theetre has been greetly contracted by the advancing armies and navies
of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national
defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our
sttlements, and the mines, as wdl of iron and cod as of the precious metds, have yidded even more
abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made
in the camp, the sege and the battlefidd; and the country, rgoicing in the consousness of augmented
strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom. No human
counsd hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of
the Most High God, who, while dealing with usin anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It
has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with
one heart and one voice by the whole American People. | do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part
of the United Sates, and dso those who are @ sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set gpart
and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent
Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And | recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly
due to Him for such singular ddliverances and blessings, they do aso, with humble penitence for our nationd
perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care dl those who have become widows, orphans,
mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil grife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently
implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to hed the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as
may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Sed of the United Sates to be affixed.
Done a the City of Washington, this Third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the Unites States the Eighty-eighth.

By the President: Abraham Lincoln



(CLICK) It was on December 26, 1941 Presdent Roosevelt signed this bill, for the first time making the date
of Thanksgiving a matter of federal law. It wasthisbill that declared that all government offices be closed for
the holiday. We need to communicate to our children that this special day has been set aside by our nation to
thank God for dl that he has done for us and for our nation. | fear tha a day is coming, maybe in my
lifetime, when this freedom and privilege will be seen as athing of the past. (VIDEO)

VI. Thanksgivingisa Timefor Consecration

The Israglites used their harvest festival to seek renewal, to be rejuvenated. They offered sacrifices. The Lord
instructed that each day of the Feast of Tabernacles be different. Seven days of different sacrifices. Each day
celebrated part of God's blessings (N umbers 29:12-40) and they digressed in sacrifice (for instance you start
with 13 bulls, then 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, then one on the last day). Therest of the sacrifices are similar except on
the closing day of the fegtival. These animas were to be without spot of blemish. They were to be offered
with grateful and thankful hearts. When we celebrate Thanksgiving we should praise God but dso offer Him
something. Maybe we could rededicate ourselves to God as a living sacrifice to Him (Romans 12:1-2).

VII. Thanksgivingisa Timefor Contribution

We often think of Christmas as atime for giving, but thisis agreat time for giving. It'sthe only holiday with
theword “giving” init! I’m not talking about giving to others, though that will make this time of year specid
too . ... I'm taking about giving to God. In | Chronicles 16:8 King David tells the nation of Israd “Give
thanks totheLord and praytohim Tdl thenatiarswhet hehasdane” Other nations should see that we are anation
that praises God! In 11 Chronicles29:31 King Hezekiah told Judah to “come near to the Temple of the Lord. Bring
sifies and dfeings’ to give thanks to Lord. You might take this time to contribute some praise upwardly
toward the God has given you the greatest gifts ever given. Re-evduate what your doing to contribute to the
growth of the kingdom, the future of the church, and to the spreading of God’'s word in our community.
Praise God with your mouth! Praise God with your handsl Praise God with your actions! Praise Him and
give Him thanks!

Conclusion: We don't praise God because our government says it’s a nationd holiday. We don't praise God
because we have permisson. WE PRAISE GOD BECAUSE WE CAN'T HELP IT! We want to give Him
thanks for everything He has done. Psalm 136:1 says, “Givetharks to the LORD beauseheisgod Hisloe
artinues faem.” Let’s make this the greatest season of giving thanks that we have ever experienced. Let’s
make this Thanksgiving atime of revival for our faith. Give God the glory and praise!



