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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

| ntroduction L esson — Approaching the Proverbs

Lesson Outline:

I. What IsA Proverb?
A. A proverb is something that contains a timeless truth.
1. Itisvery much likethelaw of gravity inthat it is unalterable.
2. Thetruths contained in the proverbs are just as true today.
3. Itisamaang that God sword can be goplied in every age, every culture, and in every
tongue that they are read.
B. A proverbisbased on real-life experiences.
1. Itisdivinetruth that has been verified by the experience of the author.
2. Proverbs hasbeen called “A Laboratory Manual on Life.”
3. Itisnot merely atheological treatise or abook of wise sayings.
C. A proverbismorally and ethically sound.
1. It provides guidance in making godly choicesin difficult situations.
2. Itinstructsthe believer on how to conduct himself/herself in the world.
D. Aproverbisagenerd gaement of truth that dlowsfor, but doesnot condone, exceptionsto
therule.
1. The statement “Smoking is harmful to your health” is generally true.
2. However, occasionaly asmoker may live to be 90 years old.
3. Thisisvery similar to the proverbs.
4. Theproverb “thefear d theLad prdongsdays ot theyearsd thewided S| behatened
(Proverbs 10:27) isaso true.
5. However, occasionaly the good die young and the wicked live along life.
E. A proverbisastatement that will help usto understand life and the world.
1. Thegea thing aout the book of Proverbsistha it contansevery eement to help us
understand, interpret, and apply the others.
2. If wewill read them, and rightly divide them, we will have a better outlook on life.
3. Wecan learn from the experience of Solomon and other wise men.
4. Thereisno need to go through the “trid and error” in order to gan the wisdomin the
book of Proverbs.

[I. What Is Wisdom?
A. “Wisdom. . ..may be defined as arealistic approach to the problems of life.”
- 20" Century Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge
B. “Wigdomisingght into the underlying causes and dgnificance or conseguence of things which
insight enables one to apply to the best end the knowledge he has.” (Homer Hailey)
C. Wisdomisavailableto all who read and apply the book of Proverbs.



[1l. Why Study The Proverbs?
A. TheProverbs are the Christian’s guide to wisdom.
1. Some people do not like to sudy the proverbs because they seem like 138 random
miscellaneous thoughts.
2. Indl actudity the proverbs show careful condderation, arangement and grouping by
the writers in an organized manner.
3. They can be arranged as follows. Chapters 1-8 deal with the youth, chapters 10-24 deal
with the godly and ungodly, chapters 25-26 ded with reaionships chepters 27-29
ded with everyday attivities chapter 30 isthe wisdom of Agur, and chapter 31 isthe
wisdom of King Lamuel.
4. James Burton Coffman says tha like the Pentateuch and the Psims Proverbs is
divided into five parts (1) The proverbs of Solomon (1-9); (2) more proverbs of
Slomon (10-24); (3) the proverbs of Solomon copied by Hezekiah (25-29); (4) the
words of Agur (30); and (5) a mother's counsel (31).
5. The bes dudy of proverbsisnot averse by verse, or even chapter by chepter sudy,
but atopical study.
B. The Proverbs help a Christian understand the importance of God and His Word.
1. The proverbs offer practical advice on our relationship with God.
2. They teach us how to fear God, understand His word, and apply it to life.
3. Wecangaininsight into who God truly is:
Hiseyes—5:21, 15:3
His strength — 3:25-26, 10:29, 21:31
Hisjustice— 1:30-31, 2:7-9, 3:22, 12:14, 13:15, 24:12
His hatred — 3:32, 6:16-19, 11:1-20, 12:22, 15:8, 20:10, 20:23
His mercy — 15:29, 16:2-6, 28:13
His creativity — 14:27, 22:2, 29:13
4. Weadso can see what He desires for usto do:
a. Hisdesrefor respect —1:7, 3:7-8, 9:10, 10:27
b. Hisdesirefor our wisdom — 1:25-26, 2:5-6, 8:22-36
c. Hisblessingsfor wisdom —1:7-33, 3:13-26, 4:7, 9:10
C. TheProverbs help a Christian understand the importance of family.
1. Theproverbs deal with advice in selecting a spouse.
2. They dea with being a good spouse.
3. They also ded with child rearing, discipline, and family relationships.
D. The Proverbs help a Christian understand the importance of friendship.
1. Theproverbsdeal with all kinds of relationships and companionship.
2. They even give warning on how to deal with your enemies.
3. They give advice on what to do, and what not to do, with your friends.
E. The Proverbs help a Christian understand the importance of business and work.
1. The proverbs teach that aman must work and provide for his family.
2. At the same time they warn us to be careful of our priorities.
3. Therefore, they warn about money, greed, selfishness, and gambling.
F. The Proverbs help a Christian understand the heart, tongue, and good character.
1. They warn about discretion, judgment, prudence, pride, and anxiety.
2. They also warn about making foolish vows, speaking lies, and evil words.
3. They also warn about covetousness, laziness, drunkenness, and gluttony.
4. They encourage us to have assurance, love, and not to seek revenge.
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G. The Proverbs help a Christian understand true wisdom.

NoukrwdNE

The writers hope to teach the reader how to act wisely.

The writers hope to teach the reader how to live arighteous life.

The writers hope to teach the reader how to treat others with fairness.
They hope to give the ignorant common sense.

They hope to give the young sound advise.

They hope to give the wise even more wisdom.

They hopeto inspire al men to live amoral and ethically sound life.

H. The New Testament writers though highly of the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 3:11-12 is quoted in Hebrews 12:5-6
Proverbs 3:34 is quoted in James 4:6

Proverbs 4:26 is quoted in Hebrews 12:13
Proverbs 11:31 isquoted in | Peter 4:18
Proverbs 13:7 isquoted in Il Corinthians 6:10
Proverbs 22:8 is quoted in I Corinthians 9:7
Proverbs 22:8 is quoted in Galatians 6:7
Proverbs 24:21 isquoted in | Peter 2:17
Proverbs 25:7 is quoted in Luke 14:10

. Proverbs 25:21 is quoted in Romans 12:20
. Proverbs 26:11 isquoted in || Peter 2:22
. Proverbs 27:1 is quoted in James 4:14,16
13.

Proverbs 30:4 is quoted in John 3:13

I.  EvenJesus words echo the proverbs.

1.
2.
3.

The wise and foolish builders of their houses (Proverbs 14:11).
Those taking the chief seats (Proverbs 25:6-7).
The mention of therich fool (Proverbs 27:1).

V. What Is The Vaue of Wisdom?
A. We can understand the mind of God.

1
2.

God desires for usto be wise because He is wise (Deuteronomy 29:29).
He tells us to keep instruction, fear Him, and seek knowledge.

B. Wecan also bewise.

1.

2.

There are many references to people praying for wisdom in the Bible (Numbers 27:21,;
Judges 20:18; | Kings 3:7-9; 8:36; 1l Chronides 1:10; Job 34:32; PAm 5:8; 25:4,5;
27:11; 31:3; 39:4; 43:3; 86:11; 90:12; 119:12-171; 139:24; Ephesians 1:16-19; 3:14-
19; 6:18-20; Philippians 1:9,10; Colossans 1.9,10; 2:1-3; 4:2-4; Il Timothy 2.7,
James 1.5).

We only have to ask for wisdom in order to receive it.

C. Wecan avoid the pitfals of life.

1
2.
3.

4.

[t will bless our life if we become wise.

We will learn from the examples and instruction of others.

Indeed of wedting our time on earth trying to discover wisdom on our own through
the process of “trial and error” we can learn from the Bible.

Imagine how many mistakes we could avoid if we al applied the book of Proverbs.

D. Wecanlivearewarding life.

1
2.

Above all else, the book of Proverbstells us how to live ablessed life.
The life of the righteousis very rewarding.



V. How Are We Going To Study The Book of Proverbs?
Lesson One: Understanding Wisdom
Lesson Two: Teaching Wisdom
Lesson Three: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Relationships Between Men & \Women
Lesson Four: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Relationships Between Family, Friends, Neighbors, Enemies
L esson Five: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Kings, Riches, & Generosity
Lesson Six: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Righteousness, Foolishness, & Ignorance
L esson Seven: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning The Heart
Lesson Eight: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Speech
Lesson Nine: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Character
Lesson Ten: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Work & Business
L esson Eleven: The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Instruction & Counsel
Lesson Twelve: The Wisdom of Other Wise Men

Discussion Questions :
(1) Whatisaproverb?

(20 What iswisdom?

(3) Why should we study the book of Proverbs?

(4)  How should we approach the book of Proverbsin Bible study?

(5) What insight can we gain about God from the proverbs?

(6) What insight can we gain about life from the proverbs?

(7) What insight can we gain about ourselves from the proverbs?

(8) Why wasthe book of Proverbs so respected by the New Testament writers?
(99 What isthe value of wisdom?

(10) What are the benefits of living alife according to wisdom?

(11) What will be some of the topicsin our series on the book of Proverbs?
(12) Which of these lessons interests you the most? Why?

(13) How will we all benefit from this lesson series?

(14) How will the entire church benefit from our studying the book of Proverbs?

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON: UNDERSTANDING WISDOM



THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson One — Understanding Wisdom
Proverbs 1-2, 8-9

Lesson Quitline:

The Beginning of Wisdom (1:1-23)
A. TheKnowledge & Instruction of Wisdom (1:1-7)

The proatsd SIayn thesn o David, king of Isad: To knovwisiomand ingrudian,
to paawe the wads d undasandng, *To reme the indrudion d wisilom jugice
judgmet, and egity; “To gve prudance to the sSnpe to the yaung men knonteoe and
discretion— *Awise men will hear and inceaselearning, and a men o undarsanding will
atanwsauns, Toundadand a proaband an g, thewadsd thewiseand their
riddles. "Thefear o the LorD isthe bagimning of knontedgg bt fod's degie wiskomand
instruction.

The Counsel of the Wicked (1:8-19)

&y sn, hear theingrudion o yaur father, and do nat farsskethelaw d yaur nother; SFor
they will bea gacfu amamat an your heed, and dnains aboout your neck My e, if
smaseaticeyw, donat angat. MIf they sy, “Gorewith us Let usliein wait to $ed
Hood Le usluk sodly far the innooant withaut causs ?Let us sdllow theamdive like
Sed, and whde like thoee who go donn to the Rt; ®We sl find dl kindsd predaus
possessions, we shall fill our houses with spoil; *Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have one
purse’ — My s, do nat walk in theway with tham kesp your foot framther peth; *For
ther fest runtoeil, and they nekehedeto sed daod Y'Surdy, inveinthend isgread In
the sight of any bird; *But they lie in wait for their own blood, they lurk secretly for their own
lives. S0 are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes away the life of its owners.

C. TheCall of Wisdom (1:20-33)

WslmdalIsdaud atsde Seradssha wdein the g suares 2 Seaiesat inthe
did aonooursss a the qoanings o the gatesiin the dty She goesks her wards #“Howlang
yau snpeanes will yau loesngiaty?Fa sornasddight inthar saoming, and fadshete
knowledge. 2Turn at my rebuke; Surely | will pour out my spirit on you; | will make my words
knoan to yau. *Beause | have cdlled and yau refusad, | have gretched aut ny hand and no
areregprdad, »Beaueyou dghbined dl ny counsd, and wauld haenaned ny reauke, %
dwill laugh & your cdanity; | will nok when your terar aoves 2When yaur tarar
aneslikea gam and your defrudion aaveslike a whirlwind, when ddress and anguish
ae yom you. 2Then they will cl an ng bt | will nat amsaer; They will sk e
diligartly, but they will nat find e 2°Becausethey hated knoatesie and did ndt chooethe



fer o the Lorp, ¥They waud have none d ny counsd and desisad ny ey rdake
Thadaethey $dl et thefrit o ther oan way, and befilled to thefull with thér aan
fancies. ?Far theturning anay o thesnewill $ay them and theaond acangy of fad swill
desroy tham *But whoae ligensto newill dndl safdy, and will bessarg without fear of
evil.”

II.  TheVaue of Wisdom (2:1-22)

A. Earnestly Seek The Truth of God (vs.1-5)
My an, if yau resdve ny wards and tressre ny conmands within you, 2 S that yau
indineyour ear towisiam and aody your heart to undarsanding 2 Yes if you ay aut for
discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, # If you seek her as silver, and search for
her asfar hidden tressres ° Then yau will undergand the fear of the LorD, and find the
knowledge of God.

B. Earnestly Seek The Promise of God (vs.6-9)
® For theLorD giveswistam) FranHisnouth aareknontedeand undarganding * Hesares
up sund wislamfar theuright; Heisa sidd tothoewhowalk uprightly; 8 Heguardsthe
pathsd jutice and presrvestheway o Hissaints ° Then you will undergand rightenuses
and justice, equity and every good path.

C. Earnestly Seek The Wisdom of God (vs.10-22)
\When wisim enters your heart, and knonlecke is plessart to your soul, M Disretian will
premnve you, Undaganding will ke yau, *2To ddiver you frantheway o ail, franthe
man who speaks perverse things, **From those who |eave the paths of uprightnessto walk in the
ways o darkness *Who rgdce in ddng eidl, and ddight in the pavasty o the widkeet
B\Whose ways are aadkad, and who are daviaus in ther peths *°To ddiver yau franthe
imud woran, fram the seludress who flatas with her wards *"Who fasskes the
anpanion  he yauth, and fagasthe covenant o her God. *®Far her hause leads doan to
death, and her paths to the dead; °None who go to her return, nor do they regain the paths of
life— 2°So you may walk in the way of goodness, and keep to the paths of righteousness. 2*For
the upright will dwell in the land, and the blameless will remain in it; #But the wicked will be
cut off fromthe earth, and the unfaithful will be uprooted fromit.

[1l.  The Excellence of Wisdom (8:1-36)
A. Wisdom IsEthical & Mora (vs.1-11)

Does not wisdom cry out, and understanding lift up her voice? 2She takes her stand on the top
d thehigh hill, besdetheway, wherethepathsed. *Seaiesat by thecgtes a theeatry
of the city, at the entrance of the doors; * To you, O men, | call, and my voiceis to the sons of
men. *Oyau sSnpleanes undadand prudencg and you fads bed an undersanding heart.
®Ligen, far | will ek of exdlet things and framthe goaning o ny lipswill aonreright
things, "Far y nouth will goesk truth; widkethess is an abanination to ny lips 2All the
wadsd ny nouth arewith rigteousness nathing aodked a pavareisin them °They are
dl gan to hmwho udagands and rigt to those who find knowledge. *°Resdve ny
instruction, and not silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold; **For wisdomis better than
rubies, and all the things one may desire cannot be compared with her.



B.  Wisdom Is Better Than Money (vs.12-21)
129, wisham dndl with prudencg and find aut knoatede and disrdion. ®Thefear of the
LorD isto hete avl; Ride and arragance and the edl way and the pavere nouth | hete
¥CGunsd isming and sund wisiom) | amundaganding, | have grength. °By e kings
reign, and ruesdareejutice *°By meprincsrug and nddes dl thejudgessd the earth.
Y| loethceewholoee and thasewho sek mediligantly will find me *Ridhesand hanar
arewith mg enduring ridesand rigteousness °My frit isbedte then gdd, yes than fire
odd, and ny reanuethen ddaeshva. 2 traeetheway o rigitecuses in therrick o
thepaths o judicg “That | nay causethoewho loe neto inhait wedlth, thet | nay fill
their treasuries.
C. Wisdom Was Before Creation (vs.22-36)

22 “The Lorp posesd meat thebagnning o Hisway, bfaeHiswaksd dd 2 | havebamn
etadied franealading, franthebagming, bfaetheewssea an earth. When there
wae no dgaths | wes lraught fath, when thare ware no fauntains aboounding with weter.
»Bdaethe nountansware sitled, bfarethehills | wesbraught fath, ®While asye He
hed nat nedetheearth a thefidds a theprined dg o thewald >"When He prepared
the heavens, | was there, when He drew a circle on the face of the deep, 2When He established
thedaudsabove when He drengthened thefauntains o the degp, When Heasigned tothe
saitslimt, otha thewateswaud na trangyess Hisaamand, when He merked aut the
foundationsdf theearth, **Then | wesbesde Himasa nete adtsran; ad | wesdaily His
ddight, rgddng dwaysbdae Him *Rgddng in Hisinnadted wald, and ny ddight wes
with the s o men. ¥*Now therdfarg ligen to e ny dildren, far Hessd are thasewho
kesp my vays *Hear ingrudion and bewiss and donat distkinit. **Besad istheman who
listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. *For whoever finds
mefindslife and dtainsfavar framthe Lorp; *But hewho Snsagaing mewangshisoan
soul; All those who hate me love death.”

V. TheWay of Wisdom (9:1-18)

A. TheApped of the Good Woman (vs.1-6)
Misiom hes huilt her hause e heshean att her e pillars Se has daughtarad her
meet, ehasmixad har wing ehesdo furnised he tade *Sehassat att he neidas
$ediesat framthehighet pdacesd thedty, “Whoaer issnpe led himtuninhad” As
fa imwho lads udadanding, e systohim *Cng et o ny breed and drirk o the
wine | have mixed. ®Forsake foolishness and live, and go in the way of understanding.

B. TheResponse of aWise Man (vs.7-12)
"“He who aorets a sffer gets Shane far hinsdf, and he who relukes a widked nen anly
harms himself. 8Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love
you. *Qweirgrudian toawiseen, and hewill bedill wisr; Teach ajug nan, and hewill
increasein learning. ** The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the Holy One is under standing. **For by me your days will be multiplied, and years of life will
be added toyou. “If you arevisg you arewisefar yoursdf, and if you saff, youwill beer it
alone.”



C.

The Call of Foolishness (vs.13-18)
B3A foolish woman is clamorous; Sheis simple, and knows nothing. *For she sits at the door of
her hausg Ona st by thehighet daossd thedty, “Todl to thasewho passhy, who go
graigt an ther way. **Whoase issne le himtun in hae’; and asfa imwho lads
understanding, she saysto him, Y“Sdenwater issneet, and lreed esten in saoret ispleasart.”
18But he does not know that the dead are there, that her guests arein the depths of hell.

Discussion Questions::

)
2
3
(4)
()
(6)
(8)
(8)
9)

Who wrote the majority of the book of Proverbs? Why did he write it?
What are some of the key words you have noticed in today’ s reading?

Why isit so important for Christians to learn the wisdom of the Proverbs?
In today’ s reading what specific things are compared to wisdom?

What are the dangers of ignoring wisdom?

Who is the source of wisdom? Why?

How can you personally benefit from learning the wisdom of the Proverbs?
How can the church benefit from learning the wisdom of the Proverbs?

What are some of the key verses, in today’s reading, that would be good to learn?

(11) What specific subjects are you looking forward to studying in the Proverbs?

(11) According to today’s reading what is the path to success?

(12) How can praying for wisdom help us today?

(13) How can we earnestly seek after the wisdom of God?

(14) Isit helpful for the writer to personify wisdom? Explain.

(15) Which group of people in the church could benefit the most from the Proverbs?

(16) Why do you think the writer uses awoman to describe wisdom?

(17) How does awise man respond to God' sinstruction?

NEXT WEEK'S LESSON: TEACHING WISDOM
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Two — Teaching Wisdom
Proverbs 3-4,6:1-19

Lesson Outline :

Wisdom Provides Guidance (3:1-35)
A. Wisdom Will Help Us To Remember God (vs.1-4)

My s, donat fage ny law; but le your heart kegp ny comands ?Far length o
days and long life and peace they will add to you. *Let not mercy and truth forsake you;
Bind themaraund your neck, writetheman thetaldet of yaur heart, “And ofind favar
and high esteemin the sight of God and man.

Wisdom Will Help Us To Trust God (vs.5-6)
>Trug in the Lord with dl yaur heart, and leen nat an your oan undarganding ©in
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

Wisdom Will Help Us To Fear God (vs.7-8)
Do not bewisein your own eyes; Fear the Lorp and depart from evil. &t will be health
to your flesh, and strength to your bones.

Wisdom Will Help Us To Honor God (vs.9-12)
®*Honor the LorD with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; *°So
your barnswill befilled with pety, and your vatswill oaflavwith nevwine My
s, do nat degiisethe dneganing o the Lorp, nar deteg His aarrettion. *Far wham
the LORD loves He corrects, just as a father the son in whom he delights.

Wisdom Will Help Us To Obey God (vs.13-20)
BHappy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains under standing; **For her
prosk are bater then theprdfitsd shver, and her gain than finegdd ®Seisnore
predaus then rudes and dl the things yau nay desre caand aonrpare with her.
YLangth o daysisin he right hend, in her | eft hand ridhesand hanar. YHer waysare
waysdf pdessantness and dl her paths are peee ¥Jeisatree d lifeto thosewho
takehdd o her, and happy ared| whoretain har. **The Lorb by wistamfounded the
earth; by understanding He established the heavens; °By His knowledge the depths were
broken up, and clouds drop down the dew.

11



F.  Wisdom Will Help Us To Believe God (vs.21-26)
2IMy son, let them not depart from your eyes— Keep sound wisdom and discretion. #So
they will be life to your soul and grace to your neck. 2Then you will walk safely in your
way, and your faat will nat gunde *When yau liedoan, yauwill nat bedfraid Yes
yau will liedoan and yaur sespwill besned. “Donat kedfraid f siddenterar, nar
d traidefranthewided when it aares °Far the Lorp will beyour aorfidencg and
will keep your foot from being caught.

G. Wisdom Will Help Us To Serve God (vs.27-35)
?’Do nat withhdd good framthoseto whamit isdug when it isin the pona of your
handtodo o Do nat say toyaur neghbor, “Go, and aonebedk, and tanarrow | will
gweit,” When yau haweit with you. ®Donat deiiseeidl againd your néghlar, far he
dwells by you for safety’s sake. *Donat grivewith amenwithaut causs if hehasdme
yau no harm 3'Do nat ey the gopressr, and dnoose nane of hisways *2Far the
pena'e paan is an aoaminaio to the Lorp, but His ssod counsd is with the
upright. *Thearsd theLord isan thehousedf thewided, but Heldessssthehare
d thejud. *39rdy Hesamsthe samful, ut gvesgaetothe hunle *Thewise
shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the legacy of fools.

II.  Wisdom Provides Security (4:1-27)
A. Security IsFound In A Satisfied Life (vs.1-13)
'Hear, ny dilden, the indridion o a fahe, ad gwe atetion to know
understanding; 2Far | gveyau good dodrine Do nat fasskeny law When | wesny
faha’ssn, tenda and the aly anein the sgt o ny nthe, “He d taught e
and sid tone “Le your heart réain ny wards Kegp ny camrands and live Get
wslor G2 undaganding Dona fagd, nar turn anay franthewardsd nry nouth.
®Do nat faske he, and e will presne you, Loe he, and e will kep you
Wsimisthe prindpd thing Therdiae ggt wisiom And in dll your cetting, ot
understanding. ®Bdt he, and ewill pramteyou; Sewill bring you hanar, when
yau entrace ha. *Sewill pacean your heed an anamat o gace Aaoan o gay
ewll ddive toyal.” °Hear, ny s, and resveny saings and theyearsd yaur
lifewill ke many. ™I haetaught you in theway o wislam | haveled yau in right
paths. 2When yau walk, your ggoswill nat e hindared, and when yau run, yau will
not stumble. **Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; Keep her, for sheis your life.
B. Security IsFound In A Righteous Life (vs.14-19)

Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil. **Avaid it, do
not travel on it; Turn away fromit and pass on. **For they do not sleep unless they have
dreail; And ther dep istaken anay unlessthey meke sivemefall. For they est
thelread of widkethess and drirk thewined vidence *®But the path of the just is like
thesining 2n, that inses bigte untothepafet day. *Theway o thewidked
is like darkness; They do not know what makes them stumble.
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C. Security IsFound In A Faithful Life (vs.20-27)

My sn, geatationtonywads Indineyour ear tony sayings “Donat le them
depart franyour e/es Kegp theminthenrick o your heart; ??Far they arelifetothose
who find tham and hedth to dl ther fleh. “Kegp yaur heart with dl dliganee far
at d it gring theisies d life **Rut anay franyau a dedtfu mouth, and put
pava lipsfar franyou. “Le yaur eeslak graigt aheed, and yaur edids lak
right bfare yau. *°Rondear the path of your feet, and let dl your ways be edadised
2Do not turn to the right or the |eft; Remove your foot from evil.

I1l.  Wisdom Provides Action (6:1-19)

A. TheWisdom We Gain Will Lead Us To Use Good Judgment (vs.1-5)

My s, if you beooresray far your friend, if you have $heken handsin pdedefar a
stranger, 2You are ared by thewards o your mouth; You aretaken by thewards of
your nouth, *Sdothis ny s, and ddiver yoursaf; For yau haveaareintothehand
d yau fried Go and hunrdeyoursdf; Read with yaur friend “Gveno dep toyour
g5 nar sunba toyar edids *Ddiver yourddf likea gazdlefranthe hend of the
hunter, and like a bird from the hand of the fowler.

B. TheWisdom We Gain Will Lead Us To Have Working Hands (vs.6-11)
°Go to the at, yau duggard Gosder he ways and be wiss ‘whidh, having no
ctain, s a rue, jorodidshe sidiesinthesime, and gathershe food in
the harveg. °How lang will you sunbar, O duggard? When will you rise fram yaur
deen? PAlittlesdep, alittlesunta, alittlefddng o thehandstodepp—"S Sl
your poverty come on you like a prowler, and your need like an armed man.

C. TheWisdom We Gain Will Lead Us To Practice Godliness (vs.12-19)
“Awathes pasn, awided men, walkswith a paverse nouth, *Hewinkswith his
a5 he $uffles hisfedt, he pants with hisfinges “Raversty isin his heart, he
dbisseail antinudly, hesonsdsrd PThadae hiscaanity $dl aave siddanly;
Suddenly he shall be broken without remedy.

D. TheWisdom We Gain Will Lead Us Away From Abominations (vs.12-19)
*Thexe $x things the Lorp hates yes s are an abaination to Him A praud
lodk, a lying tague hends that shed innooant Haod, **a heart that davses widked
pans fed thet are swift in rumning to adl, a fasewitnesswho goeskslies and e
who sows discord among brethren.

Discussion Questions :
(1) It what ways does wisdom provide guidance?

(2) Why do people refuse to heed the instruction and the wisdom of God?

(3) Why do people refuse to teach their wisdom to others?
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(4) What would happen if the church taught more on how to be wise?

(5) How can wisdom help usto remember God?

(6) How can wisdom help usto trust God more?

(7) Why doeswisdom help usto fear God?

(8) How can wisdom help us to honor God and give Him the glory He deserves?
(9) Why do wise people obey God?

(10) When we believe in God we show wisdom. How can we make application?
(11) How can wisdom help usto serve God better?

(12) Security provides us with so many blessingsin life. Why?

(13) Why aren’t people more interested in using wisdom to satisfy their lives?
(14) How can living arighteous and faithful life give us security?

(15) Why aren’t more people seeing the faithful life of Christianity appealing?
(16) How can wisdom help us to use good judgment?

(17) How will wisdom help us to have working hands?

(18) Why does wisdom lead people to live agodly life?

(19) God iswaiting to grant uswisdom. Why don't we pray for it more?

(20) Inwhat ways can we teach people wisdom?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON CONCERNING
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MEN & WOMEN
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Three — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning
Rel ationships Between Men & \Women
Proverbs5, 6:20-35, 7

Lesson Outline :

I. A Good Woman & A Foolish Adulteress (5:1-23)

A. TheWorksof An Immoral Woman (vs.1-4)
My s, pay atation to ny wisam Lend your ear to iy undertanding, “That you
may presnedsreion, and your lipsmay ke knonledge. °Far thelipsd aninmordl
waren dip hongy, and her nouth issyoather than dl; “But in theend Seishitte as
wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.

B. The Snaresof An Immoral Woman (vs.5-14)
°Ha fet go doan to desth, her 2qoslay hdd of hell. ®Let you ponda he peth o
life—Ha ways are ugade Yau do nat know them “Tharefare hear e now; ny
children, and do nat dgpart framthewardsd ny nouth. ®Reavoe yaur way far fram
her, and do nat go near thedoor of her hause °Lest you gveyar honar toathers and
yaur yerstotheaud one “Let dianshbefilled with your wedlth, and yaur labarsgp
tothehaused afadgne; *And you noum at lad, when yaur flesh and your body are
consumed, 2And say: “How | have hated ingrudtian, and iy heart desoi sl aorretion!
B3 have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined my ear to those who instructed
me! *| was on the verge of total ruin, in the midst of the assembly and congregation.”

C. TheBlessing of True Love (vs.15-20)
PDrink water framyour oan dgen, and rumning wate framyaur aan wel. *Should
yaur fauntainsbe digoarsal arced, dreansd wate in thegret<?Let thanbe aly
your oAn, and nat far grangarswith yau, *®Let yaur fauntain be dess, and rgdce
with thewifed yaur yauth. **Asaloviing de and agracful dog |t her lreetssatidfy
yau a al times And dways be erapturad with her loe ©Far why $aud yau, ny
son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, and be embraced in the arms of a seductress?

D. TheFolly of Anlmmora Life (vs.21-23)
' thewaysd men are bdae the gess o the Lorp, and Hepondarsdl hispeths
?2His oan iniquities entrap thewided man, and heiscaught in theards o hissn
2He shall diefor lack of instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.
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II.  Good Advice & Foolish Actions (6:20-35)

A. Thelnstruction of Godly Parents Concerning Adultery (vs.20-23)
My sn, ke your fathe’s aommand, and do nat fasske the law o your nthe.
21Bind them aontinually upan your heart; Tie them araund your netk. “\When yau
raam they will leed you; When you e, they will kegp you, And when you aneke
they will ek with you.®Faor the comendrent is a lanp, and the law a light;
Reproofs of instruction are the way of life.

B. Thelnescapable Results of Adultery (vs.24-29)
*Tokep yau frantheail waren, frantheflateing tangued a soudress Dot
lug after her beauty in your heart, nor le her dlure yau with her edids *Far by
means of a harlot a man is reduced to a crust of bread; And an adulteresswill prey upon
hispredasslife 2’Can a men takefire to hisbosm and hisdathes nat be urmed??
%Can aevak on hat adls and hisfest nat be sarae?®Sishewho gossin to his
neighbor’swife; Whoever touches her shall not be innocent.

C. Thelnevitable Consequences of Adultery (vs.30-35)
YRrpledo nat deieathie if he gedsto sty hinsdf when heisganing et
when heis found, he must restore sevenfold; He may have to give up all the substance of
his house. **Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks under standing; He who does
D detropshisoan sul. *Woundsand dsanar hewill g, and hisregarcach will nat
bewipad anay. *Far jedausy isa hudend sfury; Theredfare he will nat parein the
day of vengeanae *Hewill acogat no resapanss nar will he be gppeased though you
give many gifts.

lIl. A Good Man & A Foolish Seductress (7:1-27)

A. Understanding The Wisdom of the Scriptures (vs.1-5)
My s, ke ny wards and tressre ny aonmandswithin you. 2Kegp y comends
and live and ny lavastheapded yar e *Bnd thanan yaur finge's Whitetham
anthetade of your heart. “Say towislam “You areny sde,” and cll undarganding
your nearest kin, That they may keep you from the immoral woman, from the seductress
who flatters with her words.

B. Understanding The Work of the Seductress (vs.6-23)
°Far a the window of ny hause | lodked thraugh ny lattios “And sw anmong the
snple | paradved among the youths a young men dadd of undarganding, ®Passing
dagthedret near her caner; And hetodk the peth to her hause®In thetwilight, in
theening, intheldadk and dark night. *°And thereawaman met im with theattire
of a harlot, and a crafty heart. **She was loud and rebellious, her feet would not stay at
home. %At tinessewssautsdg a tinesin theqoen sarg luking & eay armg.
5% de gt himand kissd him With an inpudat facedesidtohim %1 have
peae dfgings with me Today | have paid ny voas S | care aut to et yau,
diligently to seek your face, and | have found you. *°l have spread my bed with tapestry,

16



adaed covingsd Egytian linen. Y1 have parfured ny bed with myrh, dlces and
cinnamon. *Core le ustake ar fill o loe until moming Le usddigt aurstves
with loe *Far ny husend isnat & have Hehasgme an alang jaurney, ®Hehas
taken a beg d nongy with im and will conreharean the gopainted day.” 2With her
enticing oexh e causd him to yidd, with he flatteing lips e ssucd him
2Immedatdy he wat dfte he, asan ox gossto the daughte, a asa fad tothe
aration of thesads Till an arovgruk hisliver. Asa bird hedanstothesarg
he did not know it would cost his life.
C. Understanding The Consequences (vs.24-27)

*Now therfare ligen to ng ny dildren; Pay attation to thewads o ny nouth
Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, do not stray into her paths; ?°For she has
g doan ey woundsd, and al whowaredain by her ware grang nen. 2’Her hause
isthe way to hell, descending to the chambers of death.

V. Various Proverbs on the Relationship Between Men & Women
H:16A gracious woman retains honor, but ruthless men retain riches.
ZAsaring of gold in a swing's snout, so is a lovely woman who lacks discretion.
29 pater todndl ina e of ahoustap, then in a hauseared with a antenticuswaren
(also 25:24).
2L 19Bgtter to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and angry woman.
21¥Themouth o an inmord waren isa deg pit; Hewho isabhared by the Lorp will fall
there.
215N aontinual dripaing an a ey rainy day and a antenticus wamen are dike *Whoever
restrains her restrains the wind, and grasps oil with hisright hand.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why has God condemned adultery throughout the Bible?

(2) Why doesthe Bible use adultery as a metgphor for foolishness worldliness and
ignorance?

(3) Why isit important to have wisdom concerning our relationships?

(4) Why isit important to understand relationships between men and women?
(5) What does God say about adultery in the Old Testament? New Testament?
(6) Why arewe afraid to study on the subject of adultery?

(7) Why isit tempting for some men to commit adultery with harlots?
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(8) Why are people easily led astray into immoral acts?
(9) Why are people easily led astray into an immoral lifestyle?
(10) What are some of the works of an immoral woman?
(11) What are some of the snares of an immoral woman?

(12) Men can bejust asimmoral aswomen, why are they not mentioned specificaly as
deceiversin these proverbs?

(13) How can true love combat adultery and immoral actions?
(14) What doesit mean to drink water from your own well?
(15) What are the results and consequences of an immoral life?

(16) How cen parents better prepare ther children to undergand the subjects of love,
sex, fornication, and adultery?

(17) Isit possible to escape the adulteress? Explain.
(18) What are the results and consequences of adultery?
(19) How can good Christian people apply the wisdom in these proverbs?

(20) What can we learn about Satan from these tactics he uses against us?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON CONCERNING
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN FAMILY, FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, & ENEMIES
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Four — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Relationships
Between Family, Friends, Neighbors, & Enemies
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

Proverbs Concerning Relationships With Family

"1 The Foatsd Sdaron Awnisesn nekesadad fathe, but afadish snisthegid o his
mother.

:2He who troubles his own house will inherit the wind, and the fool will be servant to the wise
of heart.

Z4pn eqdlat wifeistheaoan o he husend, but Sevho causssaneislikeratenesin
his bones.

131A wise son heeds his father’ sinstruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

13294e who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly.

1The wise woman builds her house, but the foolish pulls it down with her hands.

155A fool despises his father’sinstruction, but he who receives correction is prudent.

1% arsh disciplineisfor himwho forsakes the way, and he who hates correction will die.

15207 wise son makes a father glad, but a foolish man despises his mother.

7 2Awisssvant wll rueos a snwho cussdane and will darean inhaitancearong

the brothers.

178Children’s children are the crown of old men, and the glory of children is their father.

1721He who hegets a scoffer does so to his sorrow, and the father of a fool has no joy.

172A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her who bore him.

B Alrahe dfended isharder towin then adrang dty, and antetiasarelikethebarsd a
castle.

1#2He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the LORD.

LA fadih sn isthe ruin o his fahe, and the antetions o a wife are a antinual
dripping.

MHouses and riches are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wifeis from the Lorp.

1918Chasten your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction.
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192%He who migrests his father and dasess anay his nther is a s who causs $ane and
brings reproach.

21Even a child is known by his deeds, whether what he doesis pure and right.

22\ hoever curses his father or his mother, his lamp will be put out in deep darkness.

**2The glory of young men is their strength, and the splendor of old menistheir gray head.

?**Train up a child in the way he should go, and when heis old he will not depart fromit.

23rdidnesisbound upin theheart o adhild Therad o aaretion will driveit far fram
him.

27-1My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that | may answer himwho reproaches me.

2 \Whoever keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of gluttons shames his father.

B2\\hoae rds his fahe o his nther, and sys “It is no trangyesan,” the sneis
companion to a destroyer.

23\\hoever |oves wisdom makes his father rejoice, but a companion of harlots wastes his wealth.

215The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.

21Correct your son, and he will give you rest; Yes, he will give delight to your soul.

2921He who pampers his servant from childhood will have him as a son in the end.

II. Proverbs Concerning Relationships With Friends

1225The rightenus $haud daoe his friends carefully, Far the way o the widked leads them
astray.

1320He who wal ks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.

14 2The poor man is hated even by his own neighbor, but the rich has many friends.

15287 perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends.

17%He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates friends.

1A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

17187 man devoid of understanding shakes handsin a pledge, and becomes surety for his friend.

1824 man who hasfriends mug hinsf befriendy, lut thereisa friend who ides dasr then
abrother.

2rQAntment and pefureddignt theheart, and thesnestinessdf aman' sfriend gvesddight by
hearty counsel.

" 1Dongt faskeyar oanfriend a yaur fathe sfriend, nor gotoyaur brathe’ shaueinthe
day of your calamity; Better isa neighbor nearby than a brother far away.

riHewhoHessshisfried with aloud vd g risng early inthenmorming, it will becounted a
curseto him.

2" 17Asiron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.

1. Proverbs Concerning Relationships With Neighbors
1421He who despises his neighbor sins; But he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he.
16:2A violent man entices his neighbor, and leads himin a way that is not good.
21The soul of the wicked desires evil; His neighbor finds no favor in his eyes.
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28Donat go hedtily to court; For whet will you doin theend, when yaur néghloar hasput yau

to same? °Debete your casewith your néghlor, and do nat disicethe ssrd to anathe
Ylet hewho hearsit eqose your sare and your reputation be ruined A ward fitly
gdaislikegesd gddin stingsd slhver. “Likean earing o gdd and an anenant
d finegddisawierduke toan dedet er. PLiketheadd d sxawintimed hanet is
a fathfu mesage to those who sad him far he rdredes the su o his nedas
“"Whoae fadsdy boeds of gving is like dauds and wind withaut rain. By lag
faberance a rue is pasiadad, ad a gatle tague bresks a bone **Have you faund
hang/?Eat aly asmuch asyau nesd], let you befilled with it and vanit. VSddomsa fot
in yaur neghoo’shauss let he baoome weary of you and hate you. A men who bears
false witness against his neighbor islike a club, a sword, and a sharp arrow. *°Confidencein
an unfaithfu menintimed traldeislikea bed toth and afot aut o jant. ®Likeane
whotakesanay a garat in addwesther, and likevinagar an sodg, isanewho Sngssongs
to a heavy heart.

%18 jke a medmen who thronsfirdorands arons and desth, “Isthe men who deves his
neighbor, and says, “ | was only joking!”
2>A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet.

[1I. Proverbs Concerning Relationships With Enemies
157\When a man' s ways please the LorD, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him,
231 The horseis prepared for the day of battle, but deliverance is of the Lorb.
224 your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if heisthirsty, give himwater to drink;

2Far o youwill hesp adlsd firean hishead, and theLord will renard yau. “Thenath
wind brings forth rain, and a backbiting tongue an angry countenance.

*"Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.
28:1TA man burdened with bloodshed will fleeinto a pit; Let no one help him.
2*19The bloodthirsty hate the blameless, but the upright seek his well-being.

Discussion Questions :

)
2
(3)
(4)
()
(6)

Why isit important to have wisdom concerning our relationships?
What would happen if we had no guidelinesin dealing with people?
How has God proved His interest in preserving relationships?

Why isit important to understand relationships with family members?
How can applying these proverbs help us to be better spouses?

How can applying these proverbs help us to be better parents?
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(7) Why did the Lord give us so many proverbs on the subject of discipline?

(8) Why isit important to understand rel ationships between people?

(9) How can our differences help usto respect one another?

(10) What are some New Testament passages that compliment these proverbs?
(11) How can these proverbs help usto respect godly people?

(12) Why isit important to understand relationships with our friends and neighbors?
(13) Why do we need to treat our friends and neighbors with respect?

(14) Arethere any examplesin the Bible that exemplify these teachings? Explain.
(15) Why isit important to understand relationships with our enemies?

(16) How can these proverbs help usto see that our enemies are humans too?
(17) How can we learnto pray for our enemies and love them?

(18) Why would God give us commands on how to treat our enemies?

(19) How can studying about relationships help usin our relationship with God?

(20) What would happen if the world lived by these standards?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON CONCERNING
KINGS, RICHES, POVERTY, & GENEROSITY
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Five — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning
Kings, Riches, & Generosity
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

Proverbs Concerning Kings

¥ 210 a mutitude o pagdeisaking shonar, but in theladk of pegdeisthedoanfdl o a
prince.

1 35The king's favor istoward a wise servant, but hiswrath is against him who causes shame.

16:1Djvination is on the lips of the king; His mouth must not transgressin judgment.

1622t s an aoomination far kings to aomit widethess far a thrae is edadied by
righteousness. *Rigtenuslipsaretheddight o kings and they love himwho osskswhat
isrigt. “Asmesnggsd desth istheking swath, but awise men will appesseit. ©In
the light of the king' s face islife, and his favor islike a cloud of the latter rain.

1919 uxury is not fitting for a fool, much less for a servant to rule over princes.

9 2The king'swrath is like the roaring of a lion, but his favor islike dew on the grass.

20 2The wrath of a king is like the roaring of a lion; Whoever provokes himto anger sins against
his own life.

20:8A king who sits on the throne of judgment scatters all evil with his eyes.

20267 wise king sifts out the wicked, and brings the threshing wheel over them.

20 8\ercy and truth preserve the king, and by lovingkindness he upholds his throne.

2L1The king's heart isin the hand of the Lcrp, liketheriversd weter; Heturmsit whareer He
wishes.

2211Hewho loves purity of heart and has grace on hislips, the king will be hisfriend.

1 Thee d o areproats o Sdarmn which themen of Hezekiah king of Judsh agpiet 21t is
the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter. *As the
heavens far héght and the earth far dgath, 0 the heart  kingsis unserdnalde “Take
anay the dross fram slver, and it will go to the shvargith far jendry. *Take anay the
widked fran bfare the king, and histhrane will be etadished in rigtenusnes °Do nat
edt yausdf intheprened theking and donat gandinthepaed theget; "Faor it
IS bdte thet he sy to yau, “Care up hae” than that you shaud ke put long in the
presence of the prince, whom your eyes have seen.
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21BN\ hoever keeps the fig tree will eat its fruit; So he who waits on his master will be honored.

22A0\hen therigtecus arein authaity, the pegdergdags But when awidked man rues the
people groan.

24The king establishes the land by justice, but he who receives bribes overthrowsiit.

2121f a ruler pays attention to lies, all his servants become wicked.

2914The king who judges the poor with truth, His throne will be established forever.

II. Proverbs Concerning Riches

1"%5The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; The destruction of the poor is their poverty.

19 22The blessing of the LorD makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.

14 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.

:28Hewho trustsin his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like foliage.

B Thaeisanewho mekeshimsdf rich, ya hesnathing And anewho mekes hisaf poar, yet
has great riches. 8The ransom of a man's lifeis hisriches, but the poor does not hear rebuke.

B3 M\Wealth gained by dishonesty will be diminished, but he who gathers by labor will increase.

Bty and arewill aareto himwho dshins aarettian, but hewho regards a reauke
will be honored.

1322 good ren leaves an inheritanceto hischildren' schildren, bt theweelth o thesiner is
saed up far therigntenus 2Mudh food isin thefdlovgraund of thepaar, and far ladk of
justicethere iswaste.

14 24The crown of the wise is their riches, but the foolishness of foolsis folly.

1 3iewho gooresssthe por rercadheshisMeka, it hewho hanasHimhesmergy anthe
needy.

5810 the houe o the rigtenus there is much tressre [t in the reanue o the widked is
trouble.

16:28Haw much beiter to gt wisiomthen gdd And to gt undersanding isto be dhosn rather
than silver.

156 who mocks the poor reerceches his Mekar; He who is gad @ cdlamity will nat go
unpunished.

18 The rich man’ swealth is his strong city, and like a high wall in his own esteem.

1825The poor man uses entreaties, but the rich answers roughly.

19Wealth makes many friends, but the poor is separated from his friend.

98\Veny etrest thefavar of thendility, and ey menisafriend toanewho gvesgifts “All
thelrahasd thepoa hetehim Hovnmud noredo hisfriendsgofar franhiml Herray
pursue themwith words, yet they abandon him.

211He who loves pleasure will be a poor man; He who loves wine and oil will not berich.

2 0Thgeisderadetressrg anddl inthedndling o thewise but afadish men suanda's
it.

22IA good naeisto be dhosn rather then grest ridnes loving favar rather then shver and
gold.
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222Therich and the poor have thisin common, the LorD is the maker of themall.

22TTherich rules over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.

2218 Hewho goresess the paar to inareese hisridnes and hewho gvesto theridh, will srdy
come to poverty.

A herdining pat isfar slver and thefumacefar gdd, and a nenisvalued by what athers
say of him.

2B dligat to knowthedate d your flods and attend to yaur herds 2“Far ridesarenat
faem, nor dossa aoan edureto dl ganaratians When the hay isremoved, and the
tender gashonsitsf, and thehats d the nountainsare gethared in, *Thelantswill
prodiceyour dahing, and the gatsthe price of a fidd 2"Yau Sl have enough goats
mlk fa yor faod far the food o your haussshdd, and the nouridnet o your
mai dservants.

2837 poor man who oppresses the poor islike a driving rain which leaves no food.

28:%Better is the poor who walksin hisintegrity than one perversein hisways, though he berich.

280nevhoinTesss hispossianshy Lary and edation gethersit far imwhowill ity the
poor.

% UTherich maniswisein his own eyes, but the poor who has under standing searches him ot.

BN fathfiu men will aoound with Hesings but he who hegens to ke rich will nat go
unpunished.

28227 en with an edl eehedasdte rides and dossnat consder thet povaty will care
upon him.

213The poor men and the goresr havethisin conman: The Lorp gveslight totheges o
both.

[, Proverbs Concerning Generosity

L 2%There iscnewho sattes Ve inaesssnore And thereisanewhowithhddsnorethenis
right, but it eads to poverty. *Theganaraussaul will benederidh, and hewhoweterswill
d ewataal hinwdf. *The pagdewill arsshimwhowithhddsgrain, lut desing will
be on the head of himwho sellsit.

1787 present is a precious stone in the eyes of its possessor; Wherever heturns, he prospers.

18:16A man's gift makes roomfor him, and brings him before great men.

1917He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lorp, and He will pay back what he has given.

2L13\Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be heard.

22%He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives of his bread to the poor.

28:2THe who gives to the poor will not lack, but he who hides his eyes will have many curses.

#"The rightecus aonsdars the caue of the poar, bt the widked does nat undargand such
knowledge.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why isit important to have wisdom concerning those who rule over us?
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(2) What would happen if we had no guidelinesin dealing with our government?
(3) How has God proved His interest in preserving this relationship?

(4) Why isit important to understand relationships with those in authority?
(5) How can these proverbs help usto be better citizens?

(6) Why do we need passagesto tell us how to handle money?

(21) lsn'tit our money anyway? Explain.

(22) Do we need to be good stewards with what God has given us?

(23) Why do we need to be good stewards?

(24) How can these proverbs help usto be better stewards?

(25) How can these proverbs help us to respect godly leaders?

(26) What are some New Testament passages that compliment these proverbs?
(27) Why isit so important to be generous?

(28) What are the dangers of not laying up treasures in heaven?

(29) How can our wealth make us stronger as Christians?

(30) How can our wealth make us weaker as Christians?

(31) Why should we pray for our government?

(32) Why should we pray for our economy?

(33) Why isgiving nearly dways acquainted with righteousness?

(34) Why isit such asin to oppress the poor?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON CONCERNING
RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOOLISHNESS, & IGNORANCE
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

Lesson Six — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning
Righteousness, Foolishness, & Ignorance
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

Proverbs Concerning Righteousness & Wickedness

2 Tressresdf widkethessprdfit nathing, bt righteausnessadiversframdesth. *The Lorp will
nat dlowtherigteoussoul tofamish, but Hecadsanay thedesred thewideed. “Hewho
hesa dack hand becamespa, bt thehand of thediligant mekesrich, SHewho getharsin
umE isawisesn Hewho degosin hanvet isa s who cusssane *Hesngsarem
theheed o therighteous ut Videnee covarsthenmouth o thewidedl "Themamary o the
righteous is blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot.

1026The |abor of the righteous leads to life, the wages of the wicked to sin,

102%The fear of the wicked will come upon him, and the desire of the righteous will be granted.

19%The hope of the righteous will be gladness, but the expectation of the wicked will perish.

10%The righteous will never be removed, but the wicked will not inhabit the earth.

L Therighteouses d thedandeswill dret hisway aight, but thewided will fal by his
o widethess “Therigteausessd theupright will ddiver them bt theunfaithful will
becaught by ther Iug. "When awided nen dies hiseqatation will paih, and thehape
d theunjug paises STherigtensisddivarad framtraude and it coresto thewidked
instead.

Li0When it goeswdl with therightecus thedty rgdcess and when thewideed paidh, thereis
jubilation. 1By the Hesing d the uright thedty isedted, kut it isoathroan by the
mouth of the wicked.

18The wicked man does deceptive work, but he who sows righteousness will have a sure reward.
As righteousness leads to life, so he who pursues evil pursuesit to his own death.

12Thq gh they jdn facs the wided will ndt o unpunishet bt the pogeity o the
righteous will be delivered.

2The desire of the righteous is only good, but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.

30 Thefruit of therigteausisatreed lifg and hewhowinssusiswise 3f therighteous
will be recompensed on the earth, how much more the ungodly and the sinner.
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1237 man is not established by wickedness, but the root of the righteous cannot be moved.

2 Thethoughts o therigteaus areright, bt the cunsds o the widked are deadtful. ©The
wadsd thewided are “Liein wat far daood,” bt the mouth d the upright will ddiver
them. "The wided are ovethroan and are no nore bt the house o the rigtenus will
stand.

1212The wicked covet the catch of evil men, but the root of the righteous yields fruit.

122INo grave trouble will overtake the righteous, but the wicked shall be filled with evil.

1228 n the way of righteousnessis life, and in its pathway there is no death.

13:8Righteousness guards him whose way is blameless, but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

3%The light of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the wicked will be put out.

B321Evil pursues sinners, but to the righteous, good shall be repaid.

“2Hewhowalksin hisuprightnesfearsthe Lorp, but hewhoispaversein hisways desiss
Him.

“411The house of the wicked will be overthrown, but the tent of the upright will flourish.

1423The evil will bow before the good, and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.

1432The wicked is banished in his wickedness, but the righteous has a refuge in his death.

14:3Righteousness exalts a nation, but sinis a reproach to any people.

B9The way o the wided is an abaination to the Lorp, ut He lovses him who fdlons
righteousness.

158Better isa little with righteousness, than vast revenues without justice.

1517 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil; He who keeps his way preserves his soul.

1631The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, if it is found in the way of righteousness.

17He who judifies the wided, and he who condemsthe jud, th of them dike are an
abomination to the LORD.

2®Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, but who can find a faithful man?

2"The righteous man walks in hisintegrity; His children are blessed after him.

218The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the unfaithful for the upright.

1%\ hoever causes the upright to go astray in an evil way, he himself will fall into his own pit;
But the blameless will inherit good.

212\hen the rigteaus rgd e thae is gest gay, But when the wided ariss nen hice
themsel ves.

2\ \Nhoaa walks damdedy will besvad, but hewho is panvarsein hiswayswill siddanly
fall.

28:28\hen the wicked arise, men hide themselves; But when they perish, the righteous increase.

21\\hen the wided are multiplied, trangyesion inoessss But the rightecus will s ther
fall.

22T A0 unjud en isan abamingtion to therightecus and hevhoisuright intheway isan
abomination to the wicked.
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II. Proverbs Concerning Foolishness & Wisdom

192370 do evil islike sport to a fool, but a man of understanding has wisdom.

215The way of a fool isright in his own eyes, but he who heeds counsel iswise.

1216/ fool’ swrath is known at once, but a prudent man covers shame.

126A axffe sskswisiomand dossinat find it, but knontedkeis easy to hmwho undargands
' fram the presnee o a fadih nen, when you do nat paraave in him the lips o
knowledge. SThevisiom of the prudant isto undagand hisway, ot thefdly of fadsis
deceit. SFools mock at sin, but among the upright there is favor.

B2 dly isjoy to hmwho is detitute o dsamnmat, it a men o undatandng walks
uprightly.

17:12| et a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, rather than a fool in hisfolly.

1827 fool has no delight in understanding, but in expressing his own heart.

187/ fool’ s mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.

%Iasgowin simme and rain in henvet, $ honar isnat fitting far a fod. 2Like aflitting
soaron likea flying srdloy o a arewthat cuesd! na digt. *Awhip fa the
hass a bride far the dokey, ad a rad far the fad’s back “Do it asne a fad
according to hisfolly, lest you also be like him. *Answer a fool according to hisfolly, lest he
bewisin hisoan e/es ®°Hewho sndsa messsge by thehand of afad autsdf hisonan fest
and dinksvidenee “Likethelegsd thelanethat hanglinpisa probin thenouth o
fools. 8Like anewho lindsa ganein a dingishewho gveshona toafad. °Likeathan
thet gossinto thehand of a drunkard isa proiabin themauth of fods °Thegrest God
who famed eaything gvesthe fad his hire and the trangyesr hiswages 'As a dog
retunsto hisoan vanit, o afod repestshisfdly. Do you s a men wisin hisoan
eyes? Thereis more hope for a fool than for him.

119\hy is there in the hand of a fool the purchase price of wisdom, since he has no heart for it?

"2\Nigdomisin thesght o himwho hesundaganding, but theeyesd afod arean theends
of the earth.

1. Proverbs Concerning Lack of Wisdom & Ignorance

0 B3\Wdomisfaund on thelipsdf imwho hasundertanding, but aradisfar thebadk of him
who isdevoid of understanding.

12 The |ips of the righteous feed many, but fools die for lack of wisdom.

02Hewho isdadd o wisom desaises his neighboor, it amen of undarsanding hdds his
peace.

M3 \Wshmregsin theheart o imwho hesundarganding, bt whet isintheheart o fadsis
made known.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why are there so many proverbs concerning righteousness?
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(2) What are the benefits of being named among the righteous?
(3) What are some of the characteristics given of the righteous?
(4) Who makes the righteous to be righteous?

(5) Why isappealing to try and appear to be righteous?

(6) How canyoutell if apersonisrealy righteous?

(7) Canyou be completely righteous? Explain.

(8) Why are there so many proverbs concerning foolishness?
(9) Why are people foolish according to these proverbs?

(10) Are people born foolish or made to be foolish? Explain.
(11) Why is Solomon so hard on foolish people?

(12) What are some of the characteristics given of the foolish?
(13) How canyou tell if apersonisfoolish?

(14) How can people overcome foolishness?

(15) What can we do for people who lack wisdom?

(16) What can we do for people that suffer from ignorance?
(17) What can we do for people who refuse to understand God’ s word?
(18) Inwhat ways can we receive wisdom from God' s word?
(19) Why has God given us the Holy Scriptures?

(20) Why do people refuse to read, study, and apply God's Word?

NEXT WEEK'S LESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
CONCERNING THE HEART
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Seven — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning The Heart
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

|. Proverbs Concerning Happiness, Love, Desire, & Hatred

1%Hatred stirs up strife, but love coversall sins,

B 19A desre aconplished issnet tothesul, hut it isan abomination to fod sto dgpart fram
evil.

1410The heart knowsits own hitterness, and a stranger does not share ts joy.

14177 quick-tempered man acts foolishly, and a man of wicked intentions is hated.

13 sound heart is life to the body, but envy is rottenness to the bones.

A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.

BI5Al the days of the afflicted are evil, but he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast.

>1'Better isa dinner of herbswhere loveis, than a fatted calf with hatred.

1227 merry heart does good, like medicine, but a broken spirit dries the bones.

18:1A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; he rages against all wise judgment.

92\\hat is desired in a man is kindness, and a poor man is better than a liar.

?%2"The spirit of a man isthe lamp of the LorD, searching all the inner depths of his heart.

22 Hewho hates dguissit with hislips and laysup desgt within hinsdf; “When he speaks
kindy, do nat ldiee him far there are sain abominatians in his heart. ®Thaugh his
hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness will be revealed before the assembly.

2T 1°Asin water face reflects face, so a man's heart reveals the man.

* gy is the men who is dways regrat, bt he who hardans his heart will fdl into
clamity.

II. Proverbs Concerning Assurance, Surety, & Security
1 Hewho is surety for a stranger will suffer, but one who hates being surety is secure.
20:18Take the garment of one who is surety for a stranger, and hold it as a pledge when it is for a
seductress.
27T satisfied soul |oathes the honeycomb, but to a hungry soul every hitter thing is sweet.
278 jke a bird that wanders fromits nest is a man who wanders from his place.
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" BTake the garmant o imwho issrdy far a grangg, and hdd it in dedge when heis
surety for a seductress.
?#1The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold asa lion.

1. Proverbs Concerning Anger, Strife, Violence, & Deception

122D egceit isin the heart of those who devise evil, but counselors of peace have joy.

2Hewho is ow to wrath has great understanding, but he who isimpulsive exalts folly.

15IA soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

15187 wrathful man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger allays contention.

1%2Hewhoisdavto ange ishate than themmighty, and hewho rueshissarit than hewho
takesa city.

171Bgtter isa dry morsel with quietness, than a house full of feasting with strife.

1 The bggming d grifeislike rdeesng wate; therdare 2 artetian bfare a quarrd
sarts.

"Hewho loves transgression loves strife, and he who exalts his gate seeks destruction.

17-29ewho hes a daeitful heart finds no good, and hewho hes a panveree tangue fdllsinto
evil.

17:2Al50, to punish the righteous is not good, nor to strike princes for their uprightness.

13The foolishness of a man twists his way, and his heart frets against the LORD.

1911The dgredion of a men mekes him dow to anger, and his day is to oelak a
transgression.

SEAmen o gest wath will sife punigvmet; far if you resuehim you will haeto doit
again.

23t js honorable for a man to stop striving, since any fool can start a quarrel.

**1"Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth will befilled with gravel.

2L TThe violence of the wicked will destroy them, because they refuse to do justice.

228He who sows iniquity will reap sorrow, and the rod of his anger will fail.

2219Cagt out the scoffer, and contention will leave; yes, strife and reproach will cease,

21 Hewho passss by and meddesin a quarrd nat hisoan islike anewho takesa dog by the
ears.

2621As charcoal isto burning coals, and wood to fire, o isa contentious man to kindle strife.

2737 stoneis heavy and sand is weighty, but a fool’ swrath is heavier than both of them.

2\\frath is cruel and anger a torrent, but who is able to stand before jeal ousy?

28goffers set a city aflame, but wise men turn away wrath.

29f awise men antends with a fodish men, whether the fad rages o laughs thereisno
peace.

2%22An angry man stirs up strife, and a furious man abounds in transgression.
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|V. Proverbs Concerning Heartfelt Wisdom, Knowledge, & Strength

"8Thewisein heart will receive commands, but a prating fool will fall.

L2 Theeewho are df a pavarse heart are an aboningtion to the Lorp, bt the dandesin
their ways are His delight.

28 ren will be comended acoording to hiswisom) but hewhoisdf a panvere heart will e
despised.

1312Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when the desire comes, it isa tree of life.

154 he heart o himwho has undarsanding ssks knontecg bt the routh of fodsfests an
foolishness.

530The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, and a good report makes the bones healthy.

159A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lorp directs his steps.

2\Who can say, “ | have made my heart clean, | am pure frommy sin” ?

2122 wise man scales the city of the mighty, and brings down the trusted stronghold.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why isit important to have wisdom concerning the heart?

(2) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on happiness and desire?
(3) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on love and hatred?

(4) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on assurance, surety, and
security?

(5) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on anger, strife, violence,
and deception?

(6) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on heartfelt wisdom,
knowledge, and strength?

(21) In what ways can you see the heart of a person through their actions?
(22) Why do people have difficulties showing love?

(23) Why isit so difficult to let go of our anger and hatred?

(24) Who wants us to harbor evil thoughts and seek revenge?

(25) How will hatred and anger lead us to wrath and violence?
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(26) Why are people in the world deceptive?

(27) How can our desire to achieve something dominate our life?

(28) How can assurance and security be a negative thing?

(29) How can assurance and security be a positive thing?

(30) When our heart isright we achieve wisdom, knowledge, and strength. Why?
(31) What will happen when we do all the wrong things to achieve the right goal ?
(32) Who can give us al the wisdom, knowledge, and strength we need?

(33) Why do we depend on the world when we know it will let us down?

(34) How can we gain more wisdom concerning our heart?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
CONCERNING SPEECH



THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Eight — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Speech
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

Proverbs Concerning The Mouth, The Lips, & The Tongue

"1The mouth of the righteousis a well of life, but violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

104\ se people store up knowledge, but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

1038 \hoever hides hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander isa fool.

1939 the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lipsis wise.

1920The tongue of the righteous is choice silver; the heart of the wicked isworth little.

1931The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut out.

"%The lips o the rightecus know what is acogtade bt the nouth of the widked whet is
perverse.

1The hypoaite with his mouth detroys his néghboar, ot thraugh knoateeke the righteous
will be delivered.

283 Thewicked isasarad by thetrangyresion of hislips but therightecuswill corethraugh
trouble.

ZUA men will besttidied with good by thefrit of hisnouth, and thereconpense df amen's
hands will be rendered to him.

238 Thaeismewho pakslikethepedngs o a saad, but thetangue o thewise prontes
health.

B32A men $dl et wdl by the fruit o his mouth, but the sl of the unfaithfu fests on
violence.

133He who guards his nouth presves his life ut he who goans wick his lips Sl have
destruction.

3 n the mouth of a fool isa rod of pride, but the lips of the wise will preserve them.

152The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.

154A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perversenessin it breaks the spirit.

5™ The lips of the wise disper se knowledge, but the heart of the fool does not do so.

15237 man hasjoy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!

B %Thethaughtsd thewided are an aoonination to the Lorp, bt thewards o thepureare
pleasant.
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1526 The heart of the rightecus sudies howto ansagr, bt themouth of thewideed paursfath
evil.

1%:2%Plegsant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.

"#Ben afad isaunted wisewhen hehddshispeace when heshutshislips heisaonddared
perceptive.

**“The words of a man's mouth are deep waters; the wellspring of wisdomis a flowing brook.

18:6A fool’s lips enter into contention, and his mouth calls for blows.

1820 e searech sl kestidied franthefruit of hisnouth, framthepraduee o hislips
he shall befilled.

*#2Degth and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

23There is gold and a multitude of rubies, but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

#2\\hoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul fromtroubles.

27:2| et another man praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.

#Hewho mashissnswill nat proger, but whoaker anfeses and farsskesthemwill have
mercy.

22D0 you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

II. Proverbs Concerning Lying, Talebearing, & Giving A False Witness
1L13A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.
1217"He who speaks truth declares righteousness, but a false witness, deceit.
239The truthful lip shall be established forever, but a lying tongue is but for a moment.
1222| ving lips are an abomination to the Lorp, but those who deal truthfully are His delight.
13°A righteous man hates lying, but a wicked man is loathsome and comes to shame.
143A faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness will utter lies.
1257 true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks |ies.
1527An ungodly man digs up evil, and it is on hislipslike a burning fire.
174An evildoer gives heed to falselips; a liar listens eagerly to a spiteful tongue.
17"Excellent speech is not becoming to a fool, much lesslying lipsto a prince.
58The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and they go down into the inmost bodly.
19°A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies will not escape.
19:%A fal se witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies shall perish.
19287 disreputable witness scorns justice, and the mouth of the wicked devours iniquity.
e who goesaaut asa tadoere reds sads therdfare do nat assdate with anewho

flatterswith hislips.

2L8Getting treasures by a lying tongue is the flegting fantasy of those who seek death.
21287 false witness shall perish, but the man who hears himwill speak endlessly.
22\ here there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no talebearer, strife ceases.
%:22The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and they go down into theinmost bodly.
2:23Fervent lips with a wicked heart are like earthenware covered with silver dross,
2628/ |ying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, and a flattering mouth works ruin.
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1. Proverbs Concerning Vows & Discretion
**IThe preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the LoRp.
1%23The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds learning to his lips,
2\t isagarefa amen to daderadly sovething ashdy, and afteverd to rexnsda his

VOWS.

2Z\\hoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls,
2%2\Whoever digsa pit will fall intoit, and he who rolls a stone will haveit roll back on him.
1A fool ventsall his feelings, but a wise man holds them back.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why isitimportant to have wisdom concerning our speech?

(2) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on the proper use of the
mouth, the lips, and the tongue?

(3) Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on lying, talebearing, and
giving afalse witness?

(4) What isthe difference between lying, talebearing, and giving a false witness?

(5) Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on vows and discretion?
(6) How can our tongue get usinto trouble?

(7) Why does God command confession as a part of salvation if the tongueisevil?
(8) Inwhat ways can we use the tongue and our lips for good things?

(9) Why iswickedness closely associated with lying and a false witness?

(10) How can we destroy our lives with improper use of our speech?

(11) How can we build up our lives with proper use of our speech?

(12) Can we tame our tongue? Explain.

(13) Why isour speech such a concern anyway?

37



(14) What is the difference between alittle white lie and any other lie?
(15) Why have people made alie asmaller sin than any other?

(16) What are the dangers of being afalse witness?

(17) Why are there commands on giving foolish and ignorant vows?
(18) Isthere any danger in making foolish vows today? Explain.

(19) How can discretion help usin many aspects of Christian living?
(20) How can we gain more wisdom concerning our speech?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
CONCERNING CHARACTER
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Nine — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Character
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

|. Proverbs Concerning Integrity, Pride, & Honor

1%%He who walks with integrity walks securely, but he who perverts his ways will become known.

:2\\hen pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom.

3 Theirtegrity of theupright will quidethem kLt thepanarsty o theurfaithf will detroy
them.

13:10By pride comes nothing but strife, but with the well-advised is wisdom.

52The Lorp Will degroy the house o the praud, but Hewill egadish the boundary o the
widow.

1B ayoe praud in heart isan abomingtian to the Lorp; thaugh they jain faraes nonewill
o unpunished.

15:18Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.

16:19Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.

183\\hen the wicked comes, contempt comes also; and with dishonor comes reproach.

18:12Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, and before honor is humility.

!pgte isthe poor who walksin hisintegrity than acnewhoispanvarin hislips adisa
fool.

2L4A haughty look, a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked are sin.

2L:2lHe who follows righteousness and mercy finds life, righteousness and honor.

2247 proud and haughty man—" Scoffer” is his name; he acts with arrogant pride.

%2Hewhoisof a proud heart stirs up strife, but he who trustsin the Lorb will be prospered.

22N man's pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain honor.

. Proverbs Concerning Judgment, Prudence, & Decision Making
1223 prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims foolishness.
1315 very prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool lays open hisfolly.
1435The simple believes every word, but the prudent considers well his steps.
418The simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowedge.
>*Hel] and Destruction are before the LorD; so how much more the hearts of the sons of men.
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2 The wisein heart will be called prudent, and sweetness of the lipsincreases learning.

17 B\\hoever rewards evil for good, evil will not depart from his house.

1831t is not good to show partiality to the wicked, or to overthrow the righteousin judgment.

1¥13He who answers a matter before he hearsit, it is folly and shame to him.

1*55The heart of the prudent acquires knowiedge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowiedge.

1817 Thefirst one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor comes and examines him.

19:2%Judgments are prepared for scoffers, and beatings for the backs of fools.

222Do not say, “ | will recompense evil” ; wait for the Lorp, and He will save you.

2113t jsa joy for the just to do justice, but destruction will come to the workers of iniquity.

223 prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and are punished.

2712 prudent man foresees evil and hides himself; the simple pass on and are punished.

*#Thouch yau gind a fad in a motar with a petle dang with aued gan, ye his
foolishness will not depart from him.

22170 show partiality is not good, because for a piece of bread a man will transgress,

ZPOA svert will nat be aoreted by mee wads far thaugh he undarsands he will nat
respond.

1. Proverbs Concerning Doing Good, Showing Mercy & Justice, Rebuking

1 The merciful man does good for his own soul, but he who is cruel troubles his own flesh.

12"He who earnestly seeks good finds favor, but trouble will come to himwho seeks evil.

122/ good man obtains favor fromthe Lorp, but a man of wicked intentions He will condemn.

422D they not go astray who devise evil? but mercy and truth belong to those who devise good.

15127 scoffer does not love one who corrects him, nor will he go to the wise.

1531The ear that hears the rebukes of life will abide among the wise.

5%He who dshins indrudion desisss his oan U, e he who hests rdake gdis
understanding.

1%8n mergy and truth aonaart is providad far iniquity; and by the fear of the Lorp one
departs from evil.

17:19Rebuke is more effective for a wise man than a hundred blows on a fool.

192grike a sffer, and thesnplewill beaonewary; réauke anewho hes undartanding, and
he will discern knowledge.

20:398] ows that hurt cleanse away evil, as do stripestheinner depths of the heart.

2130 do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

2%:50pen rebuke s better than love carefully concealed.

285Eyil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the LorD understand all.

28:23e who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the tongue.

#Hewhoisdten rdoked, and hardanshisnedk, will suiddanly bedesroyed, and thet withaut
remedy.

2928\ any seek the ruler’s favor, but justice for man comes from the Lor.
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IV. Proverbs Concerning Anxiety, Trials, & Frustration

101040 who winks with the eye causes trouble, but a prating fool will fall.

102Z\When thewhirlwind pessss by, thewidked isno nore bt therightenus hes an el aging
foundation.

22 nxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good word makesit glad.

1413 ven in laughter the heart may sorrow, and the end of mirth may be grief.

"3The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the LoRD tests the hearts.

1814The spirit of a man will sustain himin sickness, but who can bear a broken spirit?

25 Thansand saesaein theway o the paverss hewho guards hissaul will befar fram
them.

%8By transgression an evil man is snared, but the righteous sings and rejoices.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why isit important to have wisdom concerning our character?

(2) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on integrity, pride,
arrogance, and honor?

(3) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on judgment, prudence,
and decision making?

(4) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on doing good to others,
showing mercy and justice, and also rebuke?

(5) Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on anxiety, trials, and
frustration?

(6) How canintegrity be our strongest asset?

(7) How can pride lead to our downfall?

(8) Why do people seek honor from the world?

(9) How can a Christian use proper judgment and make proper decisions?
(10) How does the judgment of God affect our actions?

(11) How can aprudent lifestyle and behavior help usin thislife?

(12) Why are we supposed to be so different from the world?
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(13) How can doing good make us better servants of God?

(14) Why are we commanded to show mercy and justice?

(15) What do we do when we cannot depend on our judicial system today?
(16) How should we react when ungodlinessisall around us?

(17) What can you do to make thisworld a better place?

(18) How does the world react when they are rebuked?

(19) How should a Christian react when they are rebuked?

(20) How can we gain more wisdom concerning our character?

NEXT WEEK’SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
CONCERNING WORK & BUISNESS
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Ten — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Work & Business
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

Proverbs Concerning Work, Labor, & Laziness

192%As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so isthe lazy man to those who send him.

ZHewhotillshisland will ke stidied with breed, but hewho fdlonsfrivdity isdedd of
understanding.

1224The hand of the diligent will rule, but the lazy man will be put to forced labor.

2'The lazy men does nat roegt whet he tadk in hurting, but diligence is nan's predaus
POSSESSION.

B4Thesaul o alazy nmen desres and hesnathing but thesaul o thediligat $dl berrede
rich.

“%\here no oxen are, the trough is clean; but much increase comes by the strength of an ox.

423n all labor thereis profit, but idle chatter leads only to poverty.

1519The way of the lazy man is like a hedge of thorns, but the way of the upright is a highway.

1%2The person who labors, labors for himself, for his hungry mouth drives him on.

18%e whois dothful in hiswork is a brother to himwho is a great destroyer.

1915 aziness casts one into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger.

19247 |azy en huries his hend in the boal, and will nat 0 much aslring it to his nauth
again.

24The lazy man will not plow because of winter; he will beg during harvest and have nothing.

Do nat loedep, let you aareto posaty; gom your ees and yau will be stidied with
bread.

25Thepansd thediligat leed srdy toplaty, but thoed egyaewhoishedy, srdy to
poverty.

2L%The desire of the lazy man kills him, for his hands refuse to labor.

2213The lazy man says, “ Thereisalion outside! | shall be dainin the streets!”

%13The |azy man says, “ Thereisalionintheroad! Afiercelionisin the streets!”

?#1As a door turns on its hinges, so does the lazy man on his bed.

?*15The lazy man buries his hand in the bowl; it wearies himto bring it back to his mouth.

?*1The |azy man iswiser in his own eyes than seven men who can answer sensibly.
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II. Proverbs Concerning Greediness, Gambling, & Business Ethics

1Djshonest scales are an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight.

29pgte isthe cnewho isdighted but hesa svart, then he who hanars hinsdf ut ladks
bread.

1210A righteous men regards the life o hisanind, bt the tender nerdes o the wided are
cruel.

1527He who is greedy for gain troubles his own house, but he who hates bribes will live.

**!Honest weights and scales are the LORD's; all the weightsin the bag are His work.

1%0He winks his eye to devise perverse things; he purses his lips and brings about evil.

1*3The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Loro.

1723 wicked man accepts a bribe behind the back to pervert the ways of justice.

1#18Casting lots causes contentions to cease, and keeps the mighty apart.

210Djiver se weights and diverse measures, they are both alike, an abomination to the Loro.

204441t is good for nothing,” cries the buyer; but when he has gone his way, then he boasts.

221An inheritance gained hatily at the beginning will not be blessed at the end.

22Diverse weights are an ahomination to the LORD, and dishonest scales are not good.

2E1A gift in secret pacifies anger, and a bribe behind the back, strong wrath.

#2*He covets greedlily all day long, but the righteous gives and does not spare.

“21The saaifice of the wideed is an abaminatian; how much more when he brings it with
wicked intent!

252%A righteous man who falters before the wicked is like a murky spring and a polluted well.

2100 not hoast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.

?"?%Hell and Destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.

13 jke a roaring lion and a charging bear is a wicked ruler over poor people.

BIA rile Who lads undaganding isa greet qppres, bt hewho hetes coiausess will
prolong his days.

%1%He who tills his land will have plety of breed, bt he who fdlons frivdity will have
poverty enough!

#¥\\hoasr isa partner with athief hateshisoan life hesnearstotdl thetruth, ot reeds
nothing.

[1. Proverbs Concerning Food, Gluttony, & Wine
1325The righteous eats to the satisfying of his soul, but the stomach of the wicked shall bein
want.
2Y\\fine is a mocker, strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.
221t jsnot good to eat much honey; so to seek ong’s own glory is not glory.

* 1t would be wise to consider Proverbs 23:29-25, 31:4-7 even though these
verses will be considered in afuture lesson.



B2\\ho hes Wee? VWho hes samoa? Who hes amtertians? Who hes conplaints? Who hes

waundswithaut cause? Who hesreches o /e Thosewho linger lang & thewing those
who go in search of mixed wine.*'Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparklesin
the cup, when it swirls around smoothly; At the last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a
viper.*Your eyeswill see strange things, and your heart will utter perverse things.**Yes, you
will kelikeaewholiesdoaninthemad o thess, a likeaewholiesa thetgp o the
mast, saying:** They have struck me, but | was not hurt; They have beaten me, but | did not
feel it. When shall | awake, that | may seek another drink?”’

4t isnat far kings O Lamud, it isna far kingsto dink wing nar far princesintadcating

drink;°Let they drink and farget thelaw, and pavat thejugice d dl the afflicer °Give
grang dink to imwho is paiding, and wineto thoee who are hitter of heart.’Let him
drink and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.

Discussion Questions :

(1)
2
(3)
(4)

()

(6)
(7)
(8)
)

Why isit important to have wisdom concerning work and business?
Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on work and labor?
Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on laziness?

Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on greediness, gambling,
and business ethics?

Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on food, gluttony, and
drinking wine?

Why are we commanded to work?
What does the Bible say about those who do not work?
Why does the Bible discourage laziness?

What are some problems associated with greediness?

(10) How can covetousness hinder our Christian walk?

(11) Why isgambling discouraged in the Bible?

(12) Why do people refuseto trust in God concerning their finances?
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(13) Why does the Bible speak of ethicsin business?

(14) What will happen to business people who ignore these proverbs?

(15) Why doesthe Bible deal with the problem of gluttony?

(16) How can we avoid a gluttonous lifestyle?

(17) What does the Bible say about becoming intoxicated?

(18) Who was discouraged from even being around wine and strong drink?
(19) How can the abuse of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco hinder a Christian?
(20) How can we gain more wisdom concerning work and business?

NEXT WEEK'S LESSON: THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
CONCERNING INSTRUCTION & COUNSEL
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

L esson Eleven — The Wisdom of Solomon Concerning Instruction & Counsel
Various Proverbs

Lesson Outline :

|. Proverbs Concerning Proper Instruction & Knowledge
117He who keepsingtruction isin the way of life, but he who refuses correction goes astray.
21\\hoever lovesinstruction loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.
*15Good under standing gains favor, but the way of the unfaithful is hard.
118A wise man fears and departs from evil, but a fool rages and is self-confident.
>2The way of life winds upward for the wise, that he may turn away from hell below.
1922 nder standing is a wellspring of life to himwho hasit. but the correction of foolsis folly.
17:2"He who has knowledge spares his words, and a man of understanding is of a calm spirit.
192Als0 it is not good for a soul to be without knowledge, and he sins who hastens with his feet.
**®He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; he who keeps under standing will find good.
1%%7Cease listening to instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge.
2L \\hen the siffer is punished, thesnpleismedewiss but when thewiseisingruded, he

receives knowledge.

#+1°A man who wander s from the way of understanding will rest in the assembly of the dead.

II. Proverbs Concerning Proper Counsel, Good Messengers, & Taking Advice
" Wherethereis no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counselorsthere s safety.
1317 wicked messenger fallsinto trouble, but a faithful ambassador brings health.
B52\\fithout counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors they are established.
111An evil man seeks only rebellion; therefore a cruel messenger will be sent against him.
120 isten to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be wise in your latter days.
% There are many plansin a man's heart, nevertheless the LorD's counsel—that will stand.
2>Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, but a man of understanding will draw it out.
21%P|ans are established by counsel; by wise counsel wage war.
?2As cold water to a weary soul, sois good news froma far country.
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1. Proverbs Concerning The Fear of the Lord & Following His Ways

12 The fear of the LORD prolongs days, but the years of the wicked will be shortened.

2 Theway d theLoro isgrength far theupright, but detrudion will aretothewakarsd
iniquity.

313He who degises the ward will ke detroyed, bt he who fears the commendhrent will ke
rewarded.

133The law of the wiseis a fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.

“12Thereisaway that seemsright to a man, but its end is the way of death.

1414The bedddid in heart will befilled with hisoan ways kut a good en will ke sttidied
from above.

2n thefear of the Lorp thereis grang anfidence and His dildren will hae a pae o
refuge.

142The fear of the LorD isa fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.

*>*The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.

155The srifice df thewidked isan abomingtion tothe Loro, bt theprayer of theupright is
His delight.

>1%Better isalittle with the fear of the LorD, than great treasure with trouble.

>#The Lorp is far fromthe wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous.

>3 The fear of the LoRD is the instruction of wisdom, and before honor is humility.

162A1| the ways of a man are purein his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the spirits.

16:3Commit your works to the Lorp, and your thoughts will be established.

**“The Lord has made all for Himself, yes, even the wicked for the day of doom.

16:20He who heeds the word wisely will find good, and whoever trustsin the Lorp, happy is he.

1%>Thereisaway that seemsright to a man, but its end isthe way of death.

1%19The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.

1916He who keeps the commandment keeps his soul, but he who is careless of his wayswill die,

9% Thefear of theLorp leadstolife and hewho hesit will adcein stidadian, hewill nat
be visited with evil.

?*12The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has made them both.

20247 man's steps are of the LORD; how then can a man understand his own way?

2L2Eyvery way of a manisright in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts.

?The way of a guilty man is perverse; but asfor the pure, hiswork isright.

2:2The righteous God Wiy ans s the houe of the wided, ovarthroning the vided far
their wickedness.

2129 wicked man hardens his face, but as for the upright, he establishes his way.

23%There isno wisdom or understanding or counsel against the LORD.

2248y humility and the fear of the Lorp are riches and honor and life.

2212The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, but He overthrows the words of the faithless.

2By d thetrangyeson o aland, meny areitspringss but by a men o undarganding
and knowledge right will be prolonged.
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28:4Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but such as keep the law contend with them.
28:90ne who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.
28:28Hewho trustsin his own heart is a fool, but whoever walks wisely will be delivered.

28\ \haethaeisno redaian, the pagde cagt dff redraint; but heppy is hewho kegesthe

[aw.

22The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trustsin the LorD shall be safe.

Discussion Questions :

)
2

(3)
(4)

Q)
(6)
(7)
(8)
©)

Why isit important to have wisdom concerning instruction and counsel ?

Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on instruction and
knowledge?

Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on counsel?

Why was it important for this book to contain proverbs on good messengers and
advice?

Why wasit important for this book to contain proverbs on the ways of Lord?
How can proper instruction help us to receive wisdom and knowledge?

Why do people refuse to trust and obey God?

How can the right counsel help us to make the proper decisions?

Why do people refuse to allow the wisdom of God to direct their ways?

(10) Why do peoplefollow their own paths instead of seeking God's?

(11) Why isit important to take advice from godly people?

(12) How can a good messenger be a blessing?

(13) Why do people want to hear the negative more than the positive?

(14) What can give us confidence as a Christian?

(15) Inwhat ways can God'sword build us up as a Christian?
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(16) How can the proper perspective make our attitude right?

(17) What biblical stories could apply to these proverbs?

(18) Why does God's way seem to be the most difficult way?

(19) Who benefits from our fearing the Lord and following His way?

(20) How can we gain more wisdom concerning instruction and counsel ?

NEXT WEEK'SLESSON: THE WISDOM OF OTHER WISE MEN
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THEWISOM
OF THE PROVERBS

Lesson Twelve — The Wisdom of Other Wise Men
Proverbs 22-24, 30-31

Lesson Outline :

The Wisdom of Various Wise Men (22:17-24:34)

A.

Wisdom From Chapter 22

2V ndineyour ear and hear thewards of thewiss and apdy yaur heart to ny knontecke
BFx it isa pessant thing if you kegp themwithin yau; le themdl be fixed upon your
lips, o thet yaur trug may bein the LorD; | haveingruded you taday, ean you®Have |
nat witten toyou exdlent thingsd® counsdsand knowledge, ” That | may meke you knowthe
atanty d thewadsd truth, that you nmay ansva wads d truth to those who sd to
you?”Do nat rdb the poor because heis paor, nor qopress the afflided a the gateFar the
Lorp will pead ther causg and plunder the sul of those who dunder them®Meke no
frienckhip with an angry men, and with a furicusnean donat go Let yau learn hiswaysand
s asarefa your su.?Dona beed thoeewho ekeshandsin a pdecg aned thoe
whoissrey far ddts?If you have nathing with which to pay, why saud hetakeanay your
badl fram under you?°Do nat revove the andat landhark which yaur fathers have s2.%Do
yau s a man who eddsin hiswak? Hewll gand bdfare kings Hewill na dand bdore
unknown men.

Wisdom From Chapter 23

Z\\When you St doan to et with a rde, consdar cardully what is bfare you°And put a
knife to your throat if you are a man given to appetite.*Do not desire his delicacies, for they are
deoative food “Do nat ovewvark to be ridy, Bseause of your oan undarganding, aeasa Wil
you & yor gesan that whiidh isna? Far ridnes aatainly meke tharshveswings They fly
angy like an exge tonard heaven®Do nat et the reed  a nisy, nor dedre his
delicacies; "Far ashethinksin hisheart, ishe “Eat ad dinkl” hessystoyau, but hisheart
isnat with you®The nosd you have esten, you will vanit up, and wede your plessart
words.’Donat gpeskinthehesring o afad, far hewill desisethewisiond your wards*®Do
na revoetheandeat landrark, nar ente thefiddsd thefatheles™ Far theér Redene is
mghty; Hewill pdead ther causeagaing you 2Apdy yaur heart toingrudian, and your ers
towadsd knoatedge*Do nat withhd d aarredtion frama dnild, far if you best himwith a
rod, he will not die.**You sl best imwith arad, and ddiver hissoul framhel. My son, if
yaur heart iswise ny heart will rgdee—indesd, | nysaf;®Yes ny inot beng will rgdce
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when yaur lipsgoesk right things’Do nat |t your heart ewy sSnners bt ke zedlausfar the
feer of the LorD dl the day;Far srdy thereisa haresiter, and yar hapewill na: ke
off. ®Hear, ny sn, and ke wiss And guice your heart in the way. Do nat mix with
wingdloars o with guttonausestersd mest; Far thedrunkard and theg uttan will aonetto
povaty, and dronsneswill dathea nen with rags®Lisen to your father who beet yau, and
donat degieyaur nother when seisdd “Buy thetruth, and donat i it, dsowisiomand
ingrudion and undaganding *The father o the rightecus will grestly rgdag and hewho
bsaviedildwill ddight in im?Let your father and your nther bedlad, and let her
who boreyau rgde®My sn, gveneyaur heart, and let your efesdsneny ways “’For a
harlat isa degp pit, and a sudresisa narovwdl. 2dedliesin wat asfar avidim
and inresss the ufathfl among men®Who has wos? Who hes saron? Who hes
antatians? Who has anpants? Who has waunds withaut cause? \WWho hes rechnes o
eyes? Thasewho linger long at thewing thasewho goin serch o mixed wine*'Do nat lack
anthewinewhenit isred, when it parkesin theaup, when it sairlsaraund stothly;*At the
lad it hteslikea srpant, and gingslikea vipa. ¥ Yaur e/eswill ssedrangethings and your
heart will utter perverse things.*'Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea,
a likeaewholiesa thetgp o themed, sying®They havegrudk e bt | wesnat hurt;
They have beaten me, but | did not feel it. When shall | awake, that | may seek another drink?”
Wisdom From Chapter 24

*Dona keenviasd ail men, nar desreto bewith them?Far ther heart dadsssvidang
and their lips talk of troublemaking.*Through wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it
isetadished*By knontece the raars arefilled with dl predausand plessant rides®Awise
men isgrang, yes amen o knoalece inareases grengthy °Far by wise aounsd you will wege
your oanwar, and in a mutitude d cundarsthereis sefay. Wiskomistoo Idfty far a fad;
Hedossnat gpen hisnauth in the gate®Hewho patsto do el will becdled a share.°The
daisng o fadidnesissn, and thesxffe isan aoaminetion to men.™If you faint in theday
d advasty, Yar sreghissral."Ddivar thosewho aredrann tonard deeth, and hdd badk
those guntling to the daughter. ™I you sy, “Surdy wedd nat knowthis” doesnat Hewho
waghsthe hearts aons der 1t? Hewho kegosyaur soul, dossHena knowit?and will Henat
renda to eech man aooording to his desek?* My s, et haney bacaue it is good, and the
hongmarb which issaet to your tege™ S $d| the knontedge of wisiombeto your sl ;I
yau havefaund it, thereisa progoatt, and yaur hapewill nat beat off.**Do not liein wait, O
widkedl men, againg the dwdling o therigntenus Do nat pdlunder hisreting pacs™Far a
rightecus men ey fall ssen timesand riseaggin, ot thewided Sall fal by clanity.’Do
nat rgdeewhen your enany fals and do nat |et your heart ke dad when he fuides®®Lest
the LorD seit, and it dgdease Him and Hetun anay Hiswrath franhim*Do nat fret
becaue o adldoars na beenviaus o thewidkettFar there will be no progoatt far the aiil
men, Thelamp o thewided will beput aut.*My s, fear the Lord and theking, Do nat
asdatewith thosegven to dange?Far ther calanity will risesuddanly, and who knoasthe
ruin those two can bring?*These things also belong to the wise: It is not good to show partiality
in judgret.?*He who sys to the widkad, “Yau are rigtenus” him the pecde will arse
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Natians will abhar him®But those who reluke the wided will have ddlight, and a good
Hesing will care uomn than®He who gives a rigt ansna kissss the lips? Frgoare your
ausdewak, mekeit fit far yoursdf inthefidd, and afteward kuild your house Do not be a
witness against your neighbor without cause, for would you deceive with your lips?*Do not say,
“I will dotohimjug ashehasdmetone | will rende tothemen acoarding to hiswark ™)
wat by the fidd o the lazy men, ad by the vingiad d the nmen dedd o
understanding;*And there it wes dl olrgroan with thams its srface wes coered with
ndtles Itssanewal wastrden doan**When | sawit, | acongdaredlit wall; | lodked anit and
received instruction: A little dleep, a little Slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest;

¥%0 shall your poverty come like a prowler, and your need like an armed man,

II.  The Wisdom of Agur (30)
Thewadsdf Agr thesn o Jkeh, hisutteance This nen daedared to Ithid—to Ithid and
Ucal:?Surdy | am nore guaid than any men, and do nat have the undarganding of a man.|
nethe learned wisiom nar have knonteooe of the Hdy OneWho hes assnded into heaven, o
desiendad? Who hes gethered thewind in Hisfigs?\Who hasbound thevatersin a garnent?\Who
hesesadidwad dl theends o the earth? \Whet isHisnag and whet isHisSn'snane I yau
know?*Every word of God is pure; Heis a shield to those who put their trust in Him.°Do not add to
Hiswads Let Herdoukeyou, and you befaund aliar."Two things| reppet of You (Derive e
nat bfarel de:°Renoefdshood and liesfar framnme Gvenendthe povaty nar ridhes—Feed
mewith thefood alated tong®Leg | befull and dany Yau, and sy, “WhoistheLorD? Or leg |
be poor and steal, and profane the name of my God.*®Do not malign a servant to his master, lest he
areyw, and you befaund guilty. " Thereisa ganaation thet arssitsfather, and doesnat Hes
its nther.“Thae is a gnardian thet is pure in its oan s e is nat wadhed fram its
filthiness.*There is a gangration—ah, how Idity are ther eed And ther edids are lifted
up.“Thareisa ganaation whaeetegth arelike saards and whose fangs arelike knives to devour
the poor frandf theearth, and the nesdy framanong men.The leth hastwo daughtas—Give
and G Thaeaethreethingsthat arenea stidied, for ne sy, “Bnough!™**Thegae
the barren warh, the eath that is na sidied with wae—And the fire nee sys
“Enough!” " The /e thet nodks hisfather, and siorns doadience to his nther, the raens o the
vdley will pidk it aut, and the yaung eedeswill et it.*Thare are three things which are too
wondaful far ng yes faur which | donat undargand *Theway of an eageinthear, theway of
aspat n arak, theway d adip inthemdd d the s and theway o a nen with a
virgin®Thisistheway of an aduitarauswaran: Seetsand wipssher nouth, and sys “1 hae
done no wickedness.” *Far threethingstheearth isparturbed, yes far four it cannat bear up®For a
svant when herdgns afod when heisfilled with food 2A hateful waren when eisnaried,
and a nsidsnat who sicsk her migres* Therearefaur thingswhidh arelittlean the earth,
lut they areecaingy wise*Theantsarea pagdena rang, Vet they preparether food inthe
summer; *The rack bedogrs are a fesde fdk, ye they mekethdr haresin the aags® Thelaads
have no king, yet they all advancein ranks,*The spider skillfully grasps with its hands, and it isin
kings palacs®Thare are three thingswhich are ngjedic in pace yes faur which are datdy in
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walk:®A lion, which ismighty anmong beets and dossnat turn anay framany;*' A grghaund, a
mele goat Ao, and a king whoee troges are with im®iIf you have ben fadish in edting
yoursf, o if you have dadsd eidl, put your hend an yaur nouth.®*Far asthe duming o nilk
produces butter, and wringing the nose produces blood, so the forcing of wrath produces strife.

[1l.  The Wisdom of King Lemuel (31)

Thewadsd King Lamd, theutterancewhich hisnather taught him®What, ny sin? And whet,
son of my womb? And what, son of my vows?*Donat giveyour grength towaman, nar your waysto
that which detroyskings“It isna far kings OLemud, it isna far kingsto diirk wing nar far
pincsinadcating dink°Les they dink and faget the law and panvat thejudice o dl the
afflicted.°Gvegrang dink to imwhoispaising and winetothoeewho arelitter of heart. "Lt
himdink and fagg his povaty, and reverbe his misey no moe®Cpen your nouth far the
pahles inthecaused dl who are gopanted to de’Coan yaur nouth, judge rigteady, and
dead the caue of the poor and neetly.*Who ean find avirtuauswife? Far her warth isfar aove
rubies ™ The heart of her husoend sefdy trugshe; S hewill havenoladk of gain*Shedoeshim
goad and nat el dll thedays o her life®*Se sekswod and flax, and willingy wakswith her
hands.**Seislikethenedant $ips ehlingha food framdar. "Sedorissvhileit isye
night, and provides food far he haushdd, and a pation far her naidsnents*Se anddasa
fidd and buysit; Fram her prdfits de parts a vingard " Se girds hersdf with srengh, and
grangthanshe ans®Sepadvesthat he medandisgood, and her lamp doesnat goaut by
night.*Segradesat he handsto thedgaff, and he hand hddsthesinde®Seetadsha
hand to the pa, yes sereadnesaut he handsto the nety. # Seisna drad of svowfa her
houshdd, far dl he haushdd is dathed with sarle.ZShe nekes tapedry far hasf; He
dahing isfire linen and purde®Ha hudand is knoan in the gates when he sts avong the
ddas o the land*Se mekes linen gamats ad His theam and spdies sdhes far the
merchants.*Srength and hanar areher dahing Seddl rgdcein tineto ame®*Seqashe
mouth with wislam) and an her tagueisthelaw d kindhes? Sewatdes o thewaysd her
houshdd, and doesnat est the breed of ideness®He dnildren riseup and cll her desset Her
hudand dsp, and he praiss he:®Mary daughte's have done wdll, but you exad them
al.” *Charmis daxtfu and beauty is pessing, but a waren who fears the Lorp, e ddl ke
praised.**Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.

Discussion Questions :
(1) Why were the thoughts of other wise men, besides Solomon, used in this book?

(2) What are the benefits of having the book of Proverbsin the Bible?
(3) What are some of your favorite Proverbs?

(4) What have you enjoyed the most from our study together?



