Bible Class Study Guide

by Ray Reynolds
Sources: Leslie Allen, Timothy Laniak, David Malick,
Chuck Swindoll, Wade Webster, and Ron Williams
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PRIDE OF KING AHASUERUS
TEXT: Esther 1
Introduction: Few p arties in history cou ld equ al the one throw n by
Ahasu eru s. For one hu nd red and eighty-seven d ays, app roxim ately six
months, the king celebrated the riches of his kingd om and the honor of his
m ajesty (1:1-4). Althou gh Esther isn’t introd u ced in this chap ter, insp iration
d oes lay the grou nd w ork for her introd u ction. Let’s consid er w hat this
chapter says about the man who would become her husband.
Discussion:
The King’s Drunkenness
(1:1-10)
The King’s Desire
(1:11-12)
The King’s Decree
(1:13-22)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? The p arty w hich the king threw to d em onstrate his honor end ed u p
show ing his sham e (1:4). H is d ru nkenness p rod u ced an u ngod ly d esire and
resulted in a foolish decree. We should learn from his mistakes.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD
TEXT: Esther 2
Introduction: You and I p lan ahead for vacations, jobs that need to be d one,
schoolw ork, and a host of other things. There w ou ld be a m ajor m ove to
w ip e ou t the w hole Jew ish race. In these next few chap ters w e see God
m aking ad vance p lans to save H is nation from extinction. The m ain
d ifference betw een the story of Cind erella and the story of Esther is the fact
that the story of Cind erella is a fairy tale and the story of Esther is an
insp ired accou nt. As you m ight im agine, this chap ter is cru cial to ou r
understanding the woman as well as the book called Esther.
Discussion:
Esther’s Supervision
(2:1-7)
Esther’s Spirit
(2:8-9)
Esther’s Secret
(2:10-11)
Esther’s Selection
(2:12-23)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? Althou gh Esther w on the favor of an earthly king by her physical
beauty, she won the favor of the heavenly King by her spiritual beauty. May
w e learn from this lovely lad y how to p ass the test of the final Judge when
we are called before Him (II Corinthians 5:10).
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PLOT OF HAMAN
TEXT: Esther 3

Introduction: Long before Hitler tried to annihilate the Jews it was attempted
by a m an nam ed H am an. H ow ever, God had chosen vessels, Mord ecai and
Esther in the right p lace to help d efeat this w icked m an. In ord er to
ap p reciate this story w e have to go back to the tim e of Agag and get the
history of the Agagite people.
Discussion:
Haman’s Ancestry
(3:1)
Haman’s Advancement
(3:1-7)
Haman’s Anger
(3:8-15)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? Althou gh H am an’s p erniciou s p lot is in fu ll sw ing as the third
chap ter com es to a close, so is God ’s p rovid ential p lan. H am an’s on top for
the m om ent, bu t Mord ecai w ill soon be in his seat. The p erniciou s p lot w ill
give way to the providential plan.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PROPOSAL OF MORDECAI
TEXT: Esther 4
Introduction: There is m u ch to say for being in the right p lace at the right
tim e. By being in the right p lace at the right tim e, you can save hu nd red s of
d ollars on a p u rchase, bag a trop hy d ear, or catch a stringer of fish. Often,
w e arrive at the right p lace at the right tim e by accid ent. H ow ever, there
w ere m any occasions in history w hen m en and w om en w ere in the right
p lace at the right tim e becau se God had d irected them to be there. A classic
example of this is when an angel of God told Philip to go toward Gaza.
Discussion:
Esther’s Concern
(4:1-4)
Esther’s Consideration
(4:5-14)
Esther’s Courage
(4:15-17)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? Esther’s presence in the palace was not an accident. It was, as I have
nam ed this chap ter, a p rovid ential p lacem ent. She w as in the right p lace at
the right tim e becau se God p u t her there. H e p u t her there so that she cou ld
make the difference that she made. What about you? Why has God put you
w here you are? N o d ou bt, H e has p u t you w here you are for the sam e
reason that H e p u t Esther w here she w as. Like Esther, H e has p u t you
where you are to make a difference.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE POSITION OF ESTHER
TEXT: Esther 5
Introduction: H ave you ever p lanned ou t how you w ere going to ask you r
boss for a raise or ask som eone for forgiveness? Althou gh getting a raise or
find ing forgiveness w ere im p ortant to you , it w as p robably not a m atter of
life or death as it was when Esther’s petitions the king. Not only was her life
at stake, bu t also the life of Mord ecai and the Jew s. She tru sted that this w as
w hat God w anted her to d o, she p lanned ou t how she w ou ld ap p roach the
king (Esther 4:14). Rather than directly asking for Haman’s head and for the
life of her p eop le, Esther p atiently w on the favor of the king before m aking
the p etition. In the fifth chap ter, w e see the p lanned p etition of Esther as it
unfolds. Haman comes to center stage for his final performance.
Discussion:
Haman’s Jubilation
(5:1-9)
Haman’s Preoccupation
(5:9-13)
Haman’s Retaliation
(5:14)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? Althou gh this chap ter d raw s to a close w ithou t Esther having
accom p lished her m ission, she still has her head and the king w ants to help
her. Throu gh the p rovid ence of God , and her carefu lly planned petition,
everything w ill w ork ou t in the end . H am an w ill be hanged , Mord ecai w ill
be promoted, and Esther and her people will be delivered.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PROMOTION OF MORDECAI
TEXT: Esther 6
Introduction: The king’s five-year d elay in p rom oting or honoring Mord ecai
for saving his life w orked in Mord ecai’s favor. After all, if the king had
honored Mord ecai im m ed iately, then the events of the sixth chap ter w ou ld
not have occurred as they did. In His infinite wisdom, God knew the proper
tim e for p rom otion. As w as tru e in Josep h’s life (Genesis 40:23-41:1; Exodus
12:40-43; Genesis 15:13-16) and in Jesu s’ life (Galatians 4:4; Matthew 26:18;
Luke 9:51; John 7:6-8), things happ ened w hen the tim e w as right. Mord ecai
and Esther didn’t know God’s timetable, but they waited on God rather than
ru shing ahead of H im (Esther 4:14). As a resu lt of their w illingness to w ait,
things fell right into place.
Discussion:
Mordecai’s Heroics
(6:1-3)
Mordecai’s Honor
(6:4-11)
Mordecai’s Humility
(6:12-14)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? Althou gh Mord ecai’s p rom otion m ight have been late on hu m an
tim etables, it w as right on tim e on God ’s tim etable. May w e all learn from
Mord ecai and Esther to w ait on God . If w e w ill, then the events of ou r lives
will turn out right in the end.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PUNISHMENT OF HAMAN
TEXT: Esther 7
Introduction: Tod ay, w e often see p u nishm ents hand ed ou t w hich d o not fit
the crim e. For exam p le, w e see rap ists, m u rd erers, and child abusers
slap p ed on the w rist and then released to com m it their crim es again. As w e
exam ine this chap ter, w e w ill see d ivine ju stice. H am an w ill get w hat is
coming to him.
Discussion:
Esther’s Revelation
(7:1-4)
Haman’s Desperation
(7:5-6)
Ahasuerus’ Contemplation
(7:7-8)
Harbonah’s Recommendation
(7:9-10)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? H enry Wad sw orth Longfellow observed that “the m ills of God
grind slow ly, yet they grind exceed ingly sm all.” Althou gh ju stice allu d ed
Esther and Mord ecai for a tim e, they eventu ally enjoyed it. N o m atter how
m u ch the w icked ap p ear to be p rosp ering and the righteou s ap p ear to be
su ffering in this life, the scales of ju stice w ill be balanced one d ay
(Ecclesiastes 8:11-13). Justice will prevail.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PRONOUNCEMENT OF THE JEWS
TEXT: Esther 8
Introduction: When the king sent a d ecree into the em p ire au thorizing the
Jew s to d efend them selves against those that he had seventy-d ays earlier
authorized to kill them, Persian citizens must have been somewhat confused.
In fact, they m ay have even asked the m essenger to reread the d ecree. N ot
doubt, the document was of special interest to the Persian lawyers. After all,
it seems that the king was breaking new ground legally.
Discussion:
Mordecai’s Ironic Position
(8:1-2)
Esther’s Intense Pleading
(8:3-6)
Ahasuerus’s Incredible Proposition
(8:7-14)
Israel’s Interesting Proselyting
(8:15-17)

Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? God w as alw ays w ith Esther. H e w as p rovid ing for H is p eop le all
along. In the end , God saved H is p eop le becau se H e kep t H is p rom ise to
watch over them.
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ESTHER: A CINDERELLA STORY
THE PEACE OF THE JEWS
TEXT: Esther 9-10
Introduction: Sadly, many of us take peace for granted. If we are not careful,
w e w ill find ou rselves in a situ ation like that of Esther and her p eop le and
unable to deal with the imminent danger.
Discussion:
The Fear of the People
(9:1-4)
The Fighting of the Jews
(9:5-17)
The Feasting of the Nation
(9:18-32)
The Favor of the King
(10:1-2)
The Favor of Mordecai
(10:3)
Conclusion: What can you learn from this p art of the Cind erella story of
Esther? Isn’t it interesting that as the book d raw s to a close, Esther is no
w here in sight. She rose to the occasion w hen need m ost, bu t now takes her
p lace again in the backgrou nd . For the m om ent, Mord ecai is relu ctantly in
the limelight. Neither Esther nor Mordecai will ever been seen or mentioned
again in sacred history, but their godly influence still has an impact today.
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Appendix A
Mordecai: A Type of Christ
Mordecai

Christ
Possessed great wisdom (Lk. 2:40, 52; 1 Cor.
1:24)
Appointed as a judge (Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:16;
14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10)
Good deeds written down in history (Acts 1:12; 10:38)
Refused to bow to one other than God (Mt.
4:8-10)
Put under a sentence of death by a wicked
ruler (Mt. 2)

Possessed great wisdom (2:10)
Appointed as a judge (2:19)
Good deeds written down in history (2:21-23;
6:1-2)
Refused to bow to one other than God (3:2, 5)
Put under a sentence of death by a wicked
ruler (3:6)

Day of death selected in advance (Rev. 13:8;
cf. John 2:4; 7:30; 12:23, 27; Mt. 26:45)

Day of death selected in advance (3:7)

Falsely accused by enemies to obtain
permission for execution (Mt. 26:59; John
18:29-32).
Sold for silver (Zech. 11:12-13; Mt. 26:15; Mk.
14:10, 21)
Opposed by a very powerful prince (Eph. 2:2;
John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)
Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isa.
53:3).
Spent a period of time fasting (Mt. 4:2)
Hated without cause (John 15:25)
Served under a government that used
crucifixion to punish offenders (John 19:1516)

Falsely accused by enemy to obtain
permission for execution (3:8)
Sold for silver (3:9, 11)
Opposed by a very powerful prince (3:10-11)
Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief
(4:1)
Spent a period of time fasting (4:16)
Hated without cause (5:9)
Served under a government that used
crucifixion to punish offenders (5:14)
Rode through city streets triumphantly (6:711)

Rode through the city streets triumphantly
(Mt. 21:1-10; John 12:14-16)

Abraham’s seed (6:13)

Abraham’s seed (6:13)
Issued laws that cannot be altered (Rev.
22:18-10)
Brought life to those under the sentence of
death (John 10:10; 20:31)
Clothed in purple (John 19:5)
Brought a new joy (John 15:11)
Grew in favor and became greater and
greater (Lk. 2:52)
Exalted to a position of great authority (Phil.
2:9-11)
Left words of peace and truth (John 14:26-7;
16:13, 33)

Issued laws that could not be altered (8:8)
Brought life to those under the sentence of
death (8:9)
Clothed in purple (8:15)
Brought a new joy (8:15)
Grew in favor and became greater and
greater (9:4)
Exalted to a position of great authority (9:29;
10:2)
Left words of peace and truth (9:30)
Sought the wealth of others (10:3)

Sought the wealth of others (2 Cor. 8:9)
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Appendix B
Esther: A Type of Christ
Esther

Christ

Had someone who prepared the way for
her named Vashti (Est. 1). Vashti didn’t
know that she was preparing the way.
Was raised by a godly man other than her
father (Est. 2:5-7). Mordecai loved her and
she obeyed him (Est. 2:10-11).

Had someone who prepared the way for
him named John (Mt. 11:7-15). John knew
that he was preparing the way.
Was raised by a man other than His Father
(Mt. 1:18-25). Joseph loved Jesus and
Jesus was subject to Joseph and Mary (Lk.
2:51).

Underwent an elaborate test to establish her
purity (2:12). Twelve months to make sure she
was not pregnant before going in unto the king.
She passed the test.
Was come to the kingdom for just such a time
(Est. 4:14). Joseph saved his people from
starvation and she saved her people from
extermination.

Underwent an elaborate test to establish His
purity (Mt. 4:1-11). He was found to be perfect
(Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22).

Increased in favor in the sight of God and man
(Est. 2:9, 17).
Had to overcome a powerful enemy named
Haman (Est. 3:1, 10; 7:6). Haman fell because
of pride (Est. 3:5).
Was sold along with her people for ten
thousand talents of silver (Est. 3:9). The silver
went back to the one with whom the deal was
s t ru c k .
Was willing to lay down her life for her people
(4:11, 16). Demonstrates her love.

Was born when the fullness of time was come
(Gal. 4:4; Dan. 2). The Babylonians gave the
synagogue, the Medes & Persians gave a
respect for law and order, the Greeks gave a
universal and expressive language, and the
Romans gave freedom of travel and
communication.
Increased in favor in the sight of God and man
(Lk. 2:52; 5:1-3; Mt. 3:17; 17:5).
Had to overcome a powerful enemy named
Satan (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 13:8; 1 Cor. 15:17;
Rom. 3:23). Satan fell because of pride (1
Tim. 3:6).
Was sold for thirty pieces of silver (Mt. 26:15;
27:3, 9). The silver went back to the ones with
whom the deal was struck.

Was willing to lay down His life for us (1 John
3:16; Rom. 5:6-8; Heb. 2:9; Acts 20:28; 1 Cor.
6:19-20; Eph. 5:25). Demonstrates His love.
Sought another way to deliver her people but
Sought for the cup to pass from Him but was
submitted to the will of God (Est. 4:11-12, 13willing for God’s will to be done (Mt. 26:39;
1 6 ).
Heb. 5:7-9).
Accepted the role of an advocate or intercessor Accepted the role of an advocate or intercessor
(Est. 5:1-2). She had sympathy for her people (1 John 2:1-2). He has sympathy for us and
and influence with the king.
influence with God (Heb. 4:15; Mt. 3:17; 17:5).
Brought life to those under the sentence of
Brought life to those under the sentence of
death (Est. 8:16-17).
death (John 20:30-31; Rom. 6:23; Jam. 1:131 5 ).
Nullified the law that was against her people
Nullified the law that was against His people
(Est. 3:13; 8:4-6). The old decree still existed
(Col. 2:14; Eph. 2:15; Heb. 10:4). The Old
but was robbed of its force as a law.
Testament still exists but is robbed of its force
as a law (Rom. 7:3-4).
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Appendix C
Satan & Haman
Father & Son (John 8:44)
HAMAN

SATAN

Hated God’s people and wanted to completely
destroy them (Est. 3:1, 9; 4:7-8; 7:4)

Hates God’s people and wants to completely
destroy them.

Fell from high position because of pride (Est. 5:1112; 6:6)

Fell from high position because of pride

Was extremely powerful, but not all powerful (Est.
3:1; Job 1)

Is extremely powerful, but not all-powerful

Sought for men to worship him (Est. 3:2)

Seeks for men to worship him

Used the love of money to secure his purposes
(Est. 3:9; 4:7)

Uses the love of money to secure his purposes

Was a slanderer of brethren (Est. 3:8)

Slanders brethren

Was an enemy of God’s people (Est. 3:10; 7:6).

Is the enemy of God’s people (1 Pet. 5:8).

Used a king to pass laws that hurt God’s people
(Est. 3:8).

Uses kings (rulers) to pass laws that hurt God’s
people

Sought to destroy young and old without mercy
(Est. 3:13, 15; 5:14)

Seeks to destroy young and old without mercy

Had victory snatched from him at the last moment
(Est. 6:1)

Had victory snatched from him at the last moment

Fell to the seed of the Jews (Est. 6:13)

Fell to the seed of the Jews – Jesus Christ (Gal.
3:16).

Disguised his schemes and actions (Est. 7:5)

Disguises his schemes and actions
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Appendix D
Comparisons and Contrasts
Between the Feast of Purim &The Lord’s Supper
THE FEAST OF PURIM

THE LORD'S SUPPER

A memorial feast for Jews (Est.
9:28).
Instituted by Mordecai –Esther 9:20-21).

A memorial feast for Christians- l Cor.11:24

To be observed annually -The fourteenth and
fifteenth day of Adar (Est. 9:21. 27).

To be observed weekly -The First Day of the
Week (Acts 20:7; kata 1 Cor.16:1-2).

To be observed throughout the provinces of
Persia (world ruling empire-Est. 9:28)

To be observed throughout the world (Mt. 28:
18-20)

To be observed by Jews in the kingdom of
Persia (Est. 9:28-29)

To be observed by those in the kingdom of
God (Mt. 26:29).

Recalls the defeat of Haman-Esther 9:24-25

Recalls the defeat of Satan (Genesis 3:15).

To commemorate the death of the Jew's
enemy -Haman (Esther 9:24-25

To commemorate the death of Man's Friend Jesus (1 Cor. 11:26).

A common meal (Est. 9: 18, 22)

Not a common meal (1 Cor. 11:21-22).

Rowdy Observance -Booing, hissing,
stomping, shouting, and shaking of rattles
when Haman's name is read.

Quiet, orderly observance (1 Cor. 14:40)

Called the Feast of Esther in secular history

Involved the giving of gifts from man to man
(Est. 9:19, 22)

Called the Table (feast, supper) of the Lord in
sacred history ( 1 Cor. 10:21; 11:20)
Called the Lord's Day in sacred history-(Rev. 1:
10)
Involves the ultimate gift from God to man
(John 3: 16)

Old law robbed of force by giving of new law
(Est. 9: 24-25)

Old law robbed of force by giving of new law
(Col. 2: 14;Eph. 2:15)

A day of gladness because victory and a new
life were given (Est. 9: 18)

A day of gladness because victory and a new
life were given (John 20:31; 1 Cor. 15:58)

Called Mordecai's day in secular history

Instituted by Jesus-1 Cor. 11:23
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