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The Apostles of
Jesus Christ

Simon/ Peter (son of Jonah)
Andrew (son of Jonah)
James (son of Zebedee)
John (son of Zebedee)

Philip
Nathanael/Bartholomew
Levi/Matthew
Thomas (the twin)

James (the less, son of Alphaeus)
Simon (the Zealot)
Thaddaeus/Judas (son of James)
Judas | scariot
Matthias
Saul/Paul

These men of God werethe first men sent to preach the good news.
They weregiven the special title of " Apostle” in the Holy Scriptures.
It would bewisefor usto study their stories.



THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST
The Original Twelve

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. | have aways wanted to do a study on the apostles of Jesus Christ.
a. Only those who were officialy desgnated as apogles will be sudied
over the course of the next few weeks.
b. Ther names are gven in Matthew 10:24 (Chrig’s charge to them in
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and Luke 12:16.
2. For our own ben€fit | have chosen one text in which we will consder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
3. Wewill be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In thislesson we will consider the original twelve apostles. . . . .
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Discussion :

An apogleisa gecid messenger of Jesus Chrig; a person to whom Jesus delegated authority for
certain tasks. The word “apostle”’ is used of those twelve disciples whom Jesus sent out, two by two,
during His ministry in Galilee to expand His own ministry of preaching and healing. It was on that
occason, evidently, that they were firg called “apogles’ (Mark 3:14; 6:30). These same disciples,
with the exception of Judas I scariot, were recommissoned by Jesus after Hisresurrection to be His
witnesses throughout the world (Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:8). After Jesus ASCENSION, the apostles
brought their number to twelve by choosing Matthias (Acts 1:23-26).

The word “agpogl€’ is sometimes used in the New Tesament in a general sense of “messenger.”
For ingance, when delegates of Chrigian communities were charged with conveying those
churches contributions to a charitable fund, Paul described them as “mesngas [apodled o the
churches’ (I1 Corinthians 8:23). Jesus dso used the word thisway when He quoted the proverb, “A
svant isna geate than his mader, nar he who is st [literally, “an apcstle€’] geater than he who sant
him” (John 13:16). Jsus Himsdf is caled “the Apcdle . . . of our confesan” (Hebrews 3:1), a
reference to Hisfunction as God’s specia Messenger to the world. The word “apogtle’ hasawider
meaning in the letters of the gpogdle Paul. It includes people who, like himself, were not included
in the Twelve, but who saw the risen Christ and were specially commissioned by Him. Paul’s claim
to be an apogle was quetioned by others He based his apogleship, however on the direct cal of
the exalted Lord who appeared to him on the Damascus Road and on the Lord’s blessing of his
ministry in winning converts and establishing churches (I Corinthians 15:10).

Apparently, Paul also counted James, the Lord’ s brother, as an apostle (Galatians 1:19). This James
was not one of the Twelve; in fact, he was not a believer in Jesus before the Crucifixion (John 7:5).
It was the resurrected Lord who “appeared to James’ (I Corinthians 15:7) and presumably
commissoned him for his minigry. When Paul says Jesus was seen not only by James but aso by



“al theapadtles’ (I Corinthians 15:7), he seemsto be describing awider group than “the Tweve' to
whom Jesus appeared earlier (I Corinthians 15:5).

In | Corinthians 12:28 and Ephegans 4:11, apodles are liged adong with prophets and other
sants as part of the foundation of the household of God. In this grictly New Tetament sense,
apodles are confined to the firg generation of Chrigians At an early age in the church’s higory
it was agreed that apogtles to the Jaws and Gentiles should be divided into separate camps. Paul
and Barnabas were to concentrate on the evangdization of Gentiles Peter, John, and James (the
Lord' s brother) were to continue evangelizing Jews (Galatians 2: 7-9).

As pioneers in the work of making converts and planting churches, aposles were exposed to
specia dangers. When persecution erupted, they were the primary targets for attack (I Corinthians
4:9-13). Paul, in particular, welcomed the suffering he endured as an apostle because it was his way
of particpating in the suffering of Chris (Romans 8:17; 11 Corinthians 1:5-7). The authority
committed to the apogles by Chris was unique. It could not be tranamitted to others The
apostles could install elders or other leaders and teachers in the churches, and they could authorize
them to assume spedid responghilities, but apogolic authority could not be tranderred. Their
authority has not come to us through their succesors it has come through their writings which
are contained in the New Testament.

Thar dfice (1) The origna qudification of an apodle, as dated by S. Peter on the occason of
electing a successor to the traitor Judas (Acts 1:21-22), was that he should have been persondly
acguainted with the whole minigeria course of our Lord, from his baptism by John till the day
when he was taken up into heaven. (2) They were chosen by Chrig himsdf. (3) They had the
power of working miracdes (4) They were ingired. (John 16:13). (5) Their work seems to have
been preeminently that of founding the churches and upholding them by supernatura power
soecialy besowed for that purpose. (6) The office ceased, as a matter of course, with its firg
holders al continuation of it, from the very conditions of its exigence (I Corinthians 9:1), being
impossible.

Early higary and training The apostles were from the lower ranks of life, smple and uneducated;
some of them were related to Jesus according to the flesh; some had previoudy been disciples of
John the Baptist. Our Lord chose them early in his public career. They seem to have been all on an
equality, both during and after the ministry of Christ on earth. Early in our Lord’s ministry he sent
them out two and two to preach repentance and to perform miradlesin hisname. (Matthew 10;
Luke 9). They accompanied him in his journeys, saw his wonderful works, heard his discourses
addresd to the people, and made inquiries of him on reigous matters They recognized him as
the Chrig of God (Matthew 16:16; Luke 9:20), and ascribed to him supernatura power (Luke
9:54); but in the recognition of the spiritua teaching and misson of Chrig they made very dow
progress, held back as they were by weakness of apprehenson and by nationd preudices Even at
the removal of our Lord from the earth they were yet weak in their knowledge (Luke 24:21; John
16:12), though he had for s0 long been carefully preparing and indructing them. On the feast of
Pentecod, ten days after our Lord’'s ascengon, the Holy Spirit came down on the assembled
church (Acts 2); and from that time the apogles became dtogether different men, gving witness



with power of the life and death and resurrection of Jesus, as he had declared they should (Luke
24:48; Acts 1.8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 13:31).

Later labarsand higary. Firg of al the mother-church at Jerusdlem grew up under their hands (Acts
3-7), and their superior dignity and power were universally acknowliedged by the rulers and the
people (Acts 5:12ff). Their fird misson out of Jerusdlem wasto Samaria (Acts 8:5-25), where the
Lord himself had, during his minigry, sown the seed of the gogpd. Here ends the firg period of
the apogles agency, during which its center is Jerusdlem and the prominent figure is that of S.
Peter. The center of the second period of the apostolic agency is Antioch, where a church soon was
built up, congging of Jaws and Gentiles, and the centra figure of this and of the subsequent
period is &. Paul. The third apogolic period is marked by the dmos entire disappearance of the
twelve from the sacred narrative, and the exdusve agency of . Paul, the great apogle of the
Gentiles. Of the missonary work of the rest of the twelve we know absolutely nothing from the
sacred narrative.

Before we close thisleson, lets get acquainted with the orignal twelve gposties and how they were
appointed. “Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all
nigt in prayer to God. And when it was day, He called His disiples to Himedf; and fram them He chose
tweve whom He also named apadles Smon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brather; James
and John; Philip and Barthdomew; Matthew and Thamas Jamesthe son of Alphaeus and Smon called the
Zealot; Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.” (L uke 6:12-16).

Aswe go through this series lessons we will study about these original twelve apostles. We will also
gudy about Matthias who was chosen to succeed Judas and Paul, who was chosen by the Lord in
agoecid caling. Then, aswe dose thislesson we will consder afew other Chrigian martyrs that
were a blessing to the early church.

Conclusion :
1. 1 hopeyou will enjoy this series of lessons and | pray that it will spark your
interest so that you will pursue a study of other great Bible characters.
2. We can learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Simon Peter.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Smon Peter

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officidly desgnated as apostles will be sudied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Ther names are gven in Matthew 10:24 (Chrid’s charge to them in
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death (Read text)
In thislesson will be studying about the apostle Simon Peter. . . . .
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Discussion :

Peter was orignaly caled Smon (Smeon, which means “hearing’), and it was a very common
Janvish name in the New Tetament. He was the son of Jonah (Matthew 16:17). His mother is
nowhere named in Scripture. He had a younger brother called Andrew, who firg brought him to
Jesus (John 1:4042).

His native town was Bethsaida, on the wesern coast of the Sea of Gdlilee, to which aso Philip
belonged. Here he was brought up by the shores of the Sea of Gdlilee, and was trained to the
occupation of a fisher. His father had probably died while he was €ill young, and he and his
brother were brought up under the care of Zebedee and his wife Sdome (Matthew 27:56, Mark
15:40, 16:1). There the four youths, Smon, Andrew, James and John, that ent their boyhood
and early manhood in congant felowship. Smon and his brother doubtless enjoyed al the
advantages of ardligoustraining, and were early indructed in an acquaintance with the Scriptures
and with the great prophecies regarding the coming of the Messah. They did not probably enjoy,
however, any special training in the study of the law under any of the rabbis. When Peter appeared
before the Sanhedrin, he looked like an “unlearned man” (Acts 4:13).

Smon Peter was a Galilean, and he was that out and out. The Galileans had a marked character
of their own. They had a reputation for an independence and energy which often ran out into
turbulence. They were at the same time of a franker and more trangparent digpogtion than their



brethren in the south. In dl these regpects, in bluntness, impetuosty, heartiness and smplicity,
Simon was a genuine Galilean.

Smon Peter gpoke a peculiar dialect. Like other Galileans he had difficulty with the guttural
sounds and some others and their pronunciation was reckoned harsh in Judea. The Galilean
accent guck to Smon al through his career. It betrayed him as a follower of Chrig when he
good within the judgment-hal (Mark 14:70). It betrayed his own nationality and that of those
conjoined with him on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:7).

It would seem that Smon was married before he became an apogle. Hiswife's mother isreferred
to (Matthew 8:14, Mark 1:30, Luke 4:38). He was, in al probability accompanied by hiswife on
his missonary journeys (I Corinthians 9:5, | Peter 5:13). He appears to have been sttled at
Capernaum when Chrig entered on his public minigry, and may have reached beyond the age of
thirty. His house was large enough to gve a home to his brother Andrew, hiswife's mother, and
also to Christ, who seemsto have lived with him (Mark 1:29, 36, 2:1), aswell asto his own family.
It was apparently two stories high (Mark 2:4).

At Bethabara (John 1:28, “Bethany’), beyond Jordan, John the Baptig had borne tetimony
concerning Jesus as the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29-36). Andrew and Jbhn hearing it, followed
Jeaus and abode with him where he was. They were convinced, by his gracious words and by the
authority with which he spoke, that he was the Messah (Luke 4:22, Matthew 7:29) and Andrew
went forth and found Smon and brought him to Jesus (John 1:41). Jesus a once recognized
Simon, and declared that hereafter he would be called Cephas, an Aramaic name corresponding to
the Greek “Petros” which means “a mass of rock detached from the living rock.” The Aramaic
name does not occur again, but the name Peter gradudly digplaces the old name Smon, though
our Lord himself always uses the name Simon when addressing him (M atthew 17:25, Mark 14:37,
Luke 21:1517, 22:31).

We are not told what impresson the firg interview with Jesus produced on the mind of Smon.
When we next meet him it is by the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 4:18-22). There the four (Simon and
Andrew, James and John) had had an unsuccessful night's fishing. Jesus appeared suddenly, and
entering into Smon's boat, bade him launch forth and let down the nets He did so, and enclosed
a geat multitude of fishes This was plainly a mirade wrought before Smon's eyes The ave-
stricken disciple cag himsdf at the feet of Jesus crying, “Depart from me far | am a gnful man, O
Lord” (Luke 5:8). Jesus addressed him with the assuring words, “Fear nat,” and announced to him
his lifeswork. Smon responded at once to the cdl to become a disciple, and after this we find
him in constant attendance on our Lord.

Heisnext caled into the rank of the gpogtieship, and becomes a “fishe of men” (Matthew 4:19) in
the gormy seas of the world of human life (Matthew 10:24, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 6:13-16) and
takes a more and more prominent part in al the leading events of our Lord's life. It is he who
utters that notable profession of faith at Capernaum (John 6:66-69) and again at Caesarea Philippi
(Matthew 16:13-20, Mark 8:27-30, Luke 9:1820). This professon a Caesarea was one of
upreme importance, and our Lord in reponse used these memorable words “Thau art Peter, and



upon thisrock | will build my church.” “Fromthat time forth” Jesus began to speak of his sufferings. For
this Peter rebuked him. But our Lord in return rebuked Peter, gpeaking to him in serner words
than he ever used to any other of hisdisciples (Matthew 16:21-23, Mark 8:31-33).

At the dose of his brief sojourn at Caesarea our Lord took Peter and James and John with him
into “an high mountain apart,” and was transfigured before them. Peter on that occasion, under the
impresson the scene produced on hismind, exdaimed, “Lard, it isgood far usto be here e us make
threetabanades’ (Matthew 17:1-9). On hisreturn to Capernaum the collectors of the temple tax (a
didrachma, haf a sacred sheke), which every Isradlite of twenty years old and upwards had to pay
(Exodus 30:15) came to Peter and reminded him that Jesus had not paid it (Matthew 17:24-27).
Our Lord ingructed Peter to go and catch afish in the lake and take from its mouth the exact
amount needed for the tax, a dater, or two hafghekels “That take” said our Lord, “and gve unto
themfor me and thee.”

Asthe end was drawing nigh, our Lord sent Peter and John (L uke 22:7-13) into the city to prepare
a place where he should keep the feag with hisdistiples There he was forewarned of the fearful
sn into which he afterwards fell (Luke 22:31-34). He accompanied our Lord from the guest-
chamber to the garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46) which he and the other two who had been
witnesses of the trandiguration were permitted to enter with our Lord, while the res were |eft
without. Here he passed through a srange experience. Under a sudden impulse he cut off the ear
of Machus (Luke 22:4751) one of the band that had come forth to take Jesus Then follow the
scenes of the judgment-hall (L uke 22:54-61) and his bitter grief (L uke 22:62).

Heisfound in Jhn's company early on the morning of the resurrection. He boldly entered into
the empty grave (John 20:1-10) and saw the “linen dathes laid by thansves’ (Luke 24:9-12). To
him, the firg of the apodles, our risen Lord revealed himsdf, thus conferring on him a sgnd
honor, and showing how fully he was restored to hisfavor (Luke 24:34, | Corinthians 15:5).

We next read of our Lord's singular interview with Peter on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, where
he thrice asked him, “ Smon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?’ (John 21:1-19). After this scene at the lake
we hear nothing of Peter till he again appears with the others a the ascenson (Acts 1:15-26). It
was he who proposed that the vacancy caused by the apostasy of Judas should be filled up.

He is prominent on the day of Pentecos (Acts 2:14-40). The events of that day completed the
change in Peter himself which the painful discipline of hisfdl and al the lengthened process of
previous training had been dowly making He is now no more the unrdiable, changeful, sdf-
confident man, ever swaying between rash courage and weak timidity, but the seadfad, trused
quide and director of the fellowship of believers the intrepid preacher of Chrig in Jrusalem and
abroad. And now that he is become Cephas indeed, we hear dmog nothing of the name Smon
(Acts 10:5, 32 15:14) and heis known to usfinaly as Peter.

After the miracle at the temple gate (Acts 3:1) persecution arose againg the Chrigians and Peter
was cad into prison. He boldly defended himself and his companions a the bar of the council
(Acts4:19-20). A fresh outburg of violence againg the Chrigians (Acts 5:17-21) led to the whole



body of the apogles being cast into prison; but during the night they were wonderfully ddlivered,
and were found in the morning teaching in the temple. A second time Peter defended them before
the council (Acts 5:29-32) who, “when they had called the apostles and beaten them, let them go.”

The time had come for Peter to leave Jrusalem. After laboring for some time in Samaria, he
returned to Jrusalem, and reported to the church there the results of his work (Acts 8:14-25).
Here he remained for a period, during which he met Paul for the fird time snce his converson
(Acts 9:26-30, Gaatians 1:18). Leaving Jrusdlem again, he went forth on amissonary journey to
Lydda and Joppa (Acts 9:3243).

Heisnext cdled on to open the door of the Chrigian church to the Gentiles by the admisson of
Corndius of Caesarea (Acts 10). After remaining for some time a Caesrea, he returned to
Jerusalem (Acts 11:1-18) where he defended his conduct with reference to the Gentiles Next we
hear of hisbeing cagt into prison by Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-19) but in the night an angdl of the
Lord opened the prison gates, and he went forth and found refuge in the house of Mary.

He took part in the deliberations of the council in Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-31, Galatians 2:1-10)
regarding the relation of the Gentiles to the church. This subject had awakened new interest a
Antioch, and for its settlement was referred to the coundl of the apostles and ddersat Jerusaem.
Here Paul and Peter met again. We have no further mention of Peter in the Acts of the Apodles
He seems to have gone down to Antioch after the coundl a Jrusalem, and there to have been
quilty of disssmbling, for which he was severely reprimanded by Paul (Gaatians 2:11-16) who
“rebuked himto hisface” After this he appearsto have carried the gopel to the ead, and to have
labored for a while a Babylon, on the Euphrates (I Peter 5:13). Some sy tha there is no
satidactory evidence that he was ever in Rome, and as for where or when he died it isnot certain.
Mog believe that he probably died between 6467 AD. Catholics hold to the tradition that he
died in Rome on the same spot where the Vatican now sits.

“Among many other saints the blessed apogle Peter was condemned to death, and crudcified, as
some do write, at Rome; dbeit some others and not without cause, do doubt thereof Hegesppus
sath that Nero sought matter againg Peter to put him to death; which, | when the people
perceived, they entreated Peter with much ado that he would fly the cty. Peter, through their
importunity a length persuaded, prepared himsdlf to avoid. But, coming to the gate, he saw the
Lord Chrig cometo meet him, to whom he, worshipping, said, ‘Lord, whither dog Thou go? To
whom He answered and said, ‘I am come again to be crucified.” By this Peter, perceiving his
auffering to be undersood, returned into the city. Jrome sath that he was crudfied, his head
being down and his feet upward, himsaf o requiring, because he was (he said) unworthy to be
crucified after the same form and manner as the Lord was.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Andrew.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Andrew

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Andrew. . . . .
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Discussion :

Andrew is the brother of Smon Peter and one of Jeaus firg disciples His name means “manly.”
Both Andrew and Peter were fishermen (Matthew 4:18, Mark 1:16-18) from Bethsaida (John
1:44), on the northwes coast of the Sea of Galilee. They dso had a house a Capernaum in this
vicinity (Mark 1:29).

According to the Gogpel of John, Andrew and an unnamed friend were among the followers of
John the Baptist (John 1:3540). When John the Baptis identified Jesus asthe Lamb of God, both
he and Andrew followed Jesus (John 1:41). Andrew then brought his brother Smon to mest the
Messah (John 1:4351). Thisisan action that continuesto be amodd for al who bring othersto
Christ.

At the feeding of the 5,000, Andrew called Jesus attention to the boy with five barley loaves and
two fish (John 6:59). Later Philip and Andrew decided to bring to Jesus the request of certain
Greeks for an audience with Him (John 12:20-22). Andrew is mentioned a final time in the
gospels, when he asked Jesus a question concerning last things in the company of Peter, James, and
John (Mark 13:34).



All ligs of the disciples name Andrew among the firg four (Matthew 10:24, Mark 3:16-19, Luke
6:14-16, Acts 1:13). According to tradition, Andrew was martyred at Patrae in Achaia by
crucfixion on an Xshaped cross. According to Eusebius Andrew's field of labor was Scythia, the
regon north of the Black Sea. For this reason he became the patron saint of Russa Heisadso
considered the patron saint of Scotland.

“Andrew was the brother of Peter. He preached the gospd to many Adatic nations but on his
arivd a Edessa he was taken and crudified on a cross the two ends of which were fixed
transversely in the ground. Hence the derivation of the term, S. Andrew's Cross”- Fox's Book of
Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle James.



THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST
James

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

a. Only those who were officdly desgnated as apostles will be sudied
over the course of the next few weeks.

b. Their names are gven in Matthew 10:24 (Chrid’s charge to them in
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle James. . . . .
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Discussion :

There are five men that are referred to by James in the New Testament. James, the son of Zebedee,
was one of Jeus twelve apogles James father was a fisherman; his mother, Sdome, often cared
for Jesus dally needs (Matthew 27:56, Mark 15:40-41). In ligs of the twelve apogles, James and
his brother John aways form a group of four with two other brothers, Peter and Andrew. The four
were fishermen on the Sea of Gdlilee. Their cal to follow Jesusisthe firs recorded event after the
beginning of Jesus' public ministry (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20).

His brother John was dso cdled a the same time and they were among the firg four apogles of
Jesus (Peter, Andrew, James, John).

James and bhn mug have contributed a spirited and headsrong eement to Jsus band of
followers, because Jesus nicknamed them “Sonsd Thunda” (Mark 3:17). On one occason (Luke
9:51-56), when a Samaritan village refused to accept Jesus, the two asked Jesusto call down firein
revenge, as Elijah had done (11 Kings 1:10, 12). On another occason, they earned the anger of
their fellow disciples by asking if they could st on Jesus right and left hands in dory (Matthew
20:20-28, Mark 10:35-45).



James was one of three disciples (Peter, James, and John) whom Jesus took along privately on three
special occasions. The three accompanied Him when He healed the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:37,
Luke 8:51), they witnessed Histransfiguration (Matthew 17:1, Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28); and they
were also with Him in His agony in Gethsemane (M atthew 26:37, Mark 14:33).

James is never mentioned apart from his brother John in the New Tesament, even a his death
(Acts 12:2). When the brothers are mentioned, Jamesis aways mentioned firg, probably because
he was the older. After the Resurrection, however, John became the more prominent, probably
because of his asodation with Peter (Acts 3:1, 8:14). James was killed by Herod Agrippa I, the
grandson of Herod the Great, sometime between 42—44 AD. He was the first of the twelve apostles
to be put to death and the only one whose martyrdom is mentioned in the New Tetament (Acts
12:2).

“The next martyr we meet with, according to S. Luke, in the Higory of the Apogsles Acts weas
James the on of Zebedee, the elder brother of John, and a reative of our Lord, for his mother
SAdome was cousn-german to the Virgn Mary. It was not until ten years after the death .of
Sephen that the second martyrdom took place; for no sooner had Herod been agppointed
‘governor of Judea, than, with aview to ingratiate himself with them, he raised a sharp persecution
againg the Chrigians, and determined to make an effectual blow, by sriking a their, leaders The
account gven us by an eminent primitive writer, Clemens Alexandrinus, ought not to be
overlooked; that, as Jameswas led to the place of martyrdom, his accuser was brought to ‘repent of
his conduct by the gpogle's extraordinary courage and undauntedness, and fell down at hisfeet to
request hispardon, professng himsaf a Chrigian, and resolving that James should not receive the
crown of martyrdom alone. Hence they were both beheaded at the same time. Thus did the firg
apogolic martyr cheerfully and resolutely receive that cup, which he had told our Savior he was
ready to drink. Timon and Parmenas suffered martyrdom about the same time; the one at
Philippi, and the other in Macedonia. These eventstook place A.D. 54.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle John.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
John

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to them in
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle John. . . . .
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Discussion :

John was one of Jesus disciples the son of Zebedee, and the brother of James. Before his call by
Jesus, John was a fisherman, along with his father and brother (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20).
His mother was probably Salome (Matthew 27:56, Mark 15:40), who may have been a 9der of
Mary (John 19:25), the mother of Jesus Although it is not certain that Sdome and Mary were
gders if it were s0 it would make James and Jbohn cousns of Jesus This would help explain
SAome'sforward request of Jesus on behdf of her sons (Matthew 20:20-28). The Zebedee family
apparently lived in Capernaum on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee (Mark 1:21). The family
mug have been prosperous, because the father owned a boat and hired servants (Mark 1:19-20).
Salome the mother provided for Jesus out of her substance (Mark 15:40-41, L uke 8:3). John must
have been the younger of the two brothers for he is dways mentioned second to James in the
Gogpels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

Jesus called the brothers, James and John — the sons of Zebedee, after His baptisn by John the
Baptit (Mark 1:19-20). This happened immediately after the call of two other brothers Smon
Peter and Andrew (Mark 1:16-18), with whom they may have been in partnership (Luke 5:10).
Three of the four (Peter, James, and John) eventualy became Jesus mog intimate disciples They
were present when Jesus healed the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:37, Luke 8:51). They witnessed His
trandiguration (Matthew 17:1-2, Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28-29), aswell as His agony in Gethsamane
(Matthew 26:37, Mark 14:33). Along with Peter, Jesus dso entrused John with preparations for
the Passover supper (Luke 22:8).



James and John mug have contributed a headsrong dement to Jesus band of followers because
Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of Thunde” (Mark 3:17). On one occason (Luke 9:51-56), when a
Samaritan village refused to accept Jeaus the two offered to cal down fire in revenge, as the
prophet Elijah had once done (I1 Kings 1:10, 12). On another occason, they earned the anger of
their fellow disciples by asking if they could sit on Jesus' right and left handsin glory (Mark 10:35—
45).

Following the ascension of Jesus, John continued in a prominent position of leadership among the
distiples (Acts 1:13). He was present when Peter healed the lame man in the Temple. Together
with Peter he bore witness before the Sanhedrin to hisfaith in Jesus Chrig. The boldness of their
tesgimony brought the hogility of the Sanhedrin (Acts 3-4). When the apogles in Jrusdem
received word of the evangelization of Samaria, they sent Peter and John to investigate whether the
conversions were genuine (Acts 8:14-25). Thiswas a curious thing to do. The Samaritans had long
been suspect in the eyes of the Jews (John 4:9). John himself had once favored the destruction of a
Samaritan village (Luke 9:51-56). That he was present on this misson suggests he had
experienced aremarkable change.

In these episodes Peter appears as the leader and spokesman for the pair, but John’s presence on
such errands indicates his eteem by the growing cdrcle of disciples After the execution of his
brother James by Herod Agrippal, between 42—44 AD (Acts 12:1-2), John is not heard of againin
Acts. Paul’s tegimony to Jbhn as one of the “pillars,” dong with Peter and James (the Lord’s
brother, Galatians 2:9), however, reveds that John continued to hold a postion of respect and
leadership in the early church.

As might be expected of one of Jesus three dosest disciples John became the subject of an active
and varied church tradition. Tertullian (about 160-220 AD) said that John ended up in Rome,
where he was “plunged, unhurt, into boiling oil.” A much later tradition believed that both James
and John were martyred. The dominant tradition, however, was that the apogle John moved to
Ephesus in Asa Minor, and that from there he was banished to the Idand of Patmos (during
Domitian’sreign, 81-96 AD). Tradition also held that he returned later to Ephesus, where he died
some time after Trajan became emperor in 98 AD.

Sories that John redaimed a juvenile delinquent, raised a dead man, and opposed the Gnodic
heretic Cerinthus survive from thiserain hislife. It was aso the genera opinion of the time that
from Ephesus John composed the five writings that bear his name in the New Tetament (Gospel
of John; I, Il, and Il Jhn; and Reveation). Only the Revelation identifies its author as John
(Revelation 1:1, 9). The second and third epistles of John identify the author as “the elder” (11 John
1, 111 John 1). Although 1 John and the Gospel of John do not name their author, he can be none
other than “thedde,” because gyle and content in these writings are unmigakably rdated. It may
be, as tradition aserts that the gposle bhn wrote dl five documents It appears more likely,
however, that four of the five writings were actualy penned not by John the apogtle but by John
the elder, adistiple and friend of John’swho relied directly on the apogle'stesimony as he wrote
the documents This would explain those passages in the gogpel that ek about the beloved



disciple (Wwho presumably is John the aposle; John 19:35, 21:24), as well as the reference to “the
eder” in Il and 111 John. The Revelation, however, was probably written directly by the aposle
John himself.

“The ‘beloved distiple, was brother to James the Great. The churches of Smyrna, Pergamos
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, and Thyatira, were founded by him. From Ephesus he was ordered
to be sent to Rome, where it is affirmed he was cagt into a cauldron of boiling oil. He escaped by
miracle, without injury. Domitian afterwards banished him to the Ide of Patmos, where he wrote
the Book of Revelation. Nerva, the successor of Domitian, recaled him. He was the only gpogle
who escaped a violent death.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Philip.



THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST
Philip

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in anonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Philip. . . ..
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Discussion :

There were four men that were caled Philip in the New Testament. One of them was Philip
numbered with the twelve apogles of Chrig (Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:14) and a native
of Bethsaida in Gadlilee (John 1:44, 12:21). According to the Gospd of John, Philip met Jesus
beyond the Jordan River during John the Baptis’s minidry. Jesus caled Philip to become His
disciple. Philip responded and brought to Jesus another disciple, named Nathanael (John 1:43-51)
or Bartholomew (Mark 3:18). Philip is usually mentioned with Nathanael.

Before Jesus fed the five thousand, He tesed Philip by asking him how so many people could
possbly be fed. Ingead of responding in faith, Philip began to caculate the amount of food it
would take to feed them and the cost (John 6:5-7).

When certain Greeks who had come to Jrusalem to worship at the Feast of Passover, said to
Philip, “Sr, wewish to s2 J=us’ (John 12:21), Philip seemed unsure of what he should do. He firg
told Andrew, and then they told Jesus of the request. Philip was one of the apogles who was
present in the Upper Room following the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 1:13). He should not be
confused with the evangelist Philip, who was one of the seven appointed in Acts 6.

“Was born at Bethsaida, in Galilee and was first called by the name of "disciple." He labored
diligently in Upper Asia, and suffered martyrdom at Heliopolis, in Phrygia. He was scourged,
thrown into prison, and afterwards crucified, A.D. 54.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs



Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Bartholomew.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Bartholomew

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In thislesson will be studying about the apostle Bartholomew. . . . .
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Discussion :

Bartholomew (the son of Tolmai) was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus, according to the four lists
gven in the New Tesament (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13). Many scholars
equate Bartholomew with Nathanadl (John 1:4549), but no proof of this identification exigs
except by inference. According to church tradition, Bartholomew was a missonary to various
countries, such as Armenia and India He is reported to have preached the gogpel aong with
Philip and Thomas. According to another tradition, he was crucified upsde down after being
flayed alive.

“Preached in severd countries, and having trandated the Gospel of Matthew into the language of
India, he propageted it in that country. He was a length cruelly beaten and then crucified by the
impatient idolaters.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Matthew.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Matthew

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In thislesson will be studying about the apostle Matthew. . . . .
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Discussion :

The name Matthew means gft of the Lord. Matthew was a tax collector who became one of the
twelve gpogles of Jesus (Matthew 9:9). Matthew's name appears saventh in two lids of gpostles
(Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15), and eighth in two others (Matthew 10:3; Acts 1:13).

In Hebrew, Matthew's name means “gft of the Lord,” but we know from his trade that he
delighted in the gfts of others aswell. He was a tax collector (Matthew 9:9-11) who worked in or
around Capernaum under the authority of Herod Antipas. In Jesus day, land and poll taxes were
collected directly by Roman officias, but taxes on trangported goods were contracted out to local
collectors. Matthew was such a person, or 2 hewasin the service of one. These middlemen paid
an agreed-upon um in advance to the Roman officids for the right to collect taxesin an area
Their profit came from the excess they could squeeze from the people.

The Janish people hated these tax collectors not only for their corruption, but aso because they
worked for and with the despised Romans Tax collectors were ranked with murderers and
robbers and a Jew was permitted to lie to them if necessary. The attitude found in the gopelsis
gmilar. Tax collectors are lumped together with harlots (Matthew 21:31), Gentiles (Matthew
18:17), and, most often, sinners (M atthew 9:10). They were as offensive to Jews for their economic
and ociad practices as lepers were for their undeanness both were exduded from the people of
God.



It is probable that the Matthew mentioned in Matthew 9:9-13 isidentica with the Levi of Mark
2:13-17 and Luke 5:27-32; the sories obvioudy refer to the same person and event. The only
problem in the identification is tha Mark mentions Matthew rather than Levi in his lig of
apogles (Mark 3:18), thus leading one to assume two different persons It is possble, however,
that the same person was known by two names (compare “Simon” and “Peter”), or, lesslikdly, that
Levi and Jamesthe son of Alphaeus are the same person, snce Mark cals Alphaeus the father of
both (Mark 2:14; 3:18). Or it could be possble that Matthew and James the son of Alphaeus
could have been brothers. Following his call by Jesus, Matthew is not mentioned again in the New
Testament.

“Whose occupation was that of a toll-gatherer, was born a Nazareth. He wrote his gospel in
Hebrew, which was afterwards trandlated into Greek by James the Less. The scene of his labors was
Parthia, and Ethiopia, in which latter country he suffered martyrdom, being dain with a haberd
(combination of a gear and a battle axe — long handle with an axe an the end — na aways usd for a
beheading) in the city of Nadabah, A.D. 60.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Thomas.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Thomas

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Thomas. . . . .
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Discussion :

The name Thomas means the twin. Thomas was one of the twelve gpostles of Jesus dso cdled
Didymus, the Greek word for “twin” (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15). Thomasis probably
begt known for hisinability to believe that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead. For that inability
to believe, he forever earned the name “ doubting Thomas.”

Thomas was not present when Jesus firg appeared to His disciples after His resurrection. Upon
hearing of the appearance, Thomas said, “Unles| sein His hands the print o the nails and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe” (John 20:25). Eight days
later, Jesus gppeared again to the disdples, induding Thomas When Jesus invited him to touch
the nail prints and put his hand into His side, Thomas' response was, “My Lord and my God!” (John
20:28). Of that incident the great church father Augugtine remarked, “He doubted so that we
might believe.”

Thomas appears three other times in the Gospd of John. (Except for the liging of the disciples,
Thomas does not appear in the other three gogpels) When Jesus made known hisintention to go
into Judea, Thomas urged his fellow disciples “Ld us al o, that we may de with Him" (John
11:16). Knowing that His earthly life would soon end, Jesus said He was going to prepare a place
for His followers and that they knew the way. Thomas asked, “Lard, we do nat know where You are
gang and how can we know theway? (John 14:5). To that Jesus gave his wellknown answer: “I am
the way, the truth, and thelife” (John 14.6).



After the resurrection, Thomas was on the Sea of Galilee with Sx other disciples when Jesus
sgnaled to them from the shore and told them where to cagt their net (John 21:2). Thomas was
a0 with the other distiplesin the Jerusalem upper room after the Ascenson of Jesus. According
to tradition, Thomasis said to have spread the gogpd in Parthia and Perda, where he died. Later
tradition places Thomasin India, where he was martyred. The Mar Thoma church in Indiatraces

its origins to Thomas.

“Cdled Didymus, preached the Gospel in Parthia and India, where exciting the rage of the pagan
priests, he was martyred by being thrust through with a spear.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.

2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle James, the Son of Alphaeus.



THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST
James, the Son of Alphaeus

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to them in
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In thislesson will be studying about the apostle James, the son of Alphaeus. . . .
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Discussion :

James, the son of Alphaeus was one of the twelve apogles He is one of five, bdieved to be
different, men mentioned in the New Testament by thisname. In each list of the apostles Jamesis
mentioned in ninth position (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13).

James the on of Alphaeus, one of the twelve gpodiles is fird mentioned in Matthew 10:3.
Whether or not this James is to be identified with James the Less, the son of Alphaeus, the brother
of our Lord, isone of the mog difficult questionsin the gospd higory. By comparing Matthew
27:56 and Mark 15:40 with John 19:25, we find that the Virgn Mary had a sser named, like
herself, Mary, who was the wife of Clopas or Alphaeus (varieties of the same name), and who had
two ons James the Less and Joses By referring to Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 we find that a
James and a Joses with two other brethren called Jude and Smon, and at least three Sgers were
living with the Virgn Mary at Nazareth. By referring to Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13 we find that
there were two brethren named James and Jude among the gpogles It would certainly be natura
to think that we had here but one family of four brothers and three or more sisters, the children of
Clopas and Mary, nephews and nieces of the Virgn Mary. There are difficulties, however, in the
way of thisconduson into which we cannot here enter; but in reply to the objection that the four
brethren in Matthew 13:55 are described as the brothers of Jesus, not as his cousns, it mug be
recollected that the word translated here “brethren,” may also signify cousins.



James was called the L ess because he was either younger or smaller in stature than James the son of
Zebedee. He was the son of Alphaeus or Clopas and brother of our Lord; was caled to the
gpogolate, together with his younger brother dude, in the spring of the year 28. At some timein
the forty days that intervened between the resurrection and the ascenson the Lord appeared to
him (I Corinthians 15:7). Ten years after we find James on a leve with Peter, and with him
deciding on the admisson of Paul into fdlowship with the Church a Jerusdem; and from
henceforth we aways find him equa, or in his own department superior, to the very chiefes
apodles Peter, bhn, and Paul (Acts 9:27; Gadatians 1:18-19). This preeminence is evident
throughout the after hisory of the apogles, whether we read it in the Acts in the epigles or in
ecdegadical writers (Acts 12:17; 15:13, 19; 21:18; Gdatians 2:9). According to tradition, James
was thrown down from the temple by the scribes and Pharisees; he was then stoned, and his brains
dashed out with afuller’s club.

“He was elected to the overdght of the churches of Jrusalem; and was the author of the Epigle
axribed to James in the sacred canon. At the age of ninetyfour he was beat and soned by the
Jews; and finally had his brains dashed out with afuller's club.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Simon, the Zealot.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Smon, the Zealot

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officialy designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own bendfit | have chosen one text in which we will condder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Simon, the Zealot . . . .
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Discussion :

The name Smon means God hears and is the abbreviated form of Smeon. Thisisthe name of
nine men in the New Testament. Heiscalled the Smon the Zedot (or Canaanite) to diginguish
him from Smon Peter. He was d <0 cadled Smon the Canaanite, which is peculiar to Luke. It is
the Greek equivalent for the Chaldee term (Canaanite) preserved by Matthew and Mark.

The name Smon the Zedlot may dso indicate he was a member of a fanatica Jewish sct, the
Zedots (Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13). Members of this group were fanatica
opponents of Roman rule in Pdegine and were conspicuous for their fierce advocacy of the
Mosaic ritud. As a Zedlot, Smon would have hated any foreign domination or interference.
Besides what is written in the texts already mentioned there is no record regarding him.

“Surnamed Zelotes, preached the Gogpe in Mauritania, Africa, and even in Britain, in | which
latter country he was crucified, A.D. 74.” — Fox’ s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Thaddaeus.



THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST
Thaddaeus

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Thaddaeus. . . .
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Discussion :

Thaddaeus is one of the twelve apogles of Jrsus The name Thaddaeus means breast. He has
many names in the New Tesament Thaddeus (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18), a0 called Lebbaeus
(Matthew 10:3) and Judas the son of James (L uke 6:16; Acts 1:13), and in other trans ations of the
latter two verses he is called Judas the brother of James and heisaso caled Jude. Heis carefully
diginguished from Judas Iscariot (John 14:22). These different names al dedgnate the same
person.

Jude or Judas, isalso the author of the episle bearing hisname. Nothing else isknown about this
most obscure of the apostles, but some scholars attribute the Epistle of Jude to him.

Cadled: Jude “The brother of James, was commonly caled Thaddeus He was crucified at Edessa,
A.D. 72" — Fox's Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Judas.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Judas Iscariot

Text : Luke 6:12-16

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In thislesson will be studying about the apostle Judas.. . . .

> w

Discussion :

Judas was the distiple who betrayed Jesus Judas was the son of Smon (John 6:71), or of Smon
Iscariot (NRSV). The term Iscariot, which is used to diginguish Judas from the other disciple
named Judas (Luke 6:16; John 14:22; Acts 1:13), refers to his hometown of Kerioth, in southern
Judah (Joshua 15:25). Thus, Judas was a Judean, the only one of the Twelve who was not from
Gdilee. The details of Judas life are sketchy. Because of his betraya of Jesus, Judas, however, is
even more of amystery. It must be assumed that Jesus saw promise in Judas, or He would not have
caled him to be adisciple.

Judas name appears in three of the ligs of the disciples (Matthew 10:24; Mark 3:16-19; Luke
6:14-16), dthough it dways appears las. His name is missng from the lig of the 11 disciplesin
Acts 1:13; by that time Judas had already committed suicide. Judas must have been an important
disciple, because he served astheir treasurer (John 12:6; 13:29).

During the week of the Passover festiva, Judaswent to the chief priestsand offered to betray Jesus
for areward (Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11). At the Passover supper, Jesus announced that
He would be betrayed and that He knew who His betrayer was—ene who dipped his hand with
him in the dish (Mark 14:20), the one to whom He would gve the piece of bread used in eating
(John 13:26-27). Jesus was saying that a friend, one who dipped out of the same dish as He, was
His betrayer. These versesin John indicate that Judas probably was reclining beside Jesus, evidence
that Judas was an important disciple.



Jesus said to Judas, “What you do, do quickly’ (John 13:27). Judas left immediately after he ate (John
13:30). But it is bdieved that Judas was acting upon Jesus response. The firg observance of the
Lord's Supper was probably celebrated afterward, without Judas (M atthew 26:26-29).

Judas carried out his betraya in the Garden of Gethsemane. By a prearranged sgn, Judas snged
out Jesusfor the soldiers by kissng him. The gogpels do not tell us why Judas was needed to point
out Jesus, who had become a wellknown figure. It is possble that Judas disclosed where Jesus
would be that night, so that He could be arresed secretly without the knowedge of His many
supporters (M atthew 26:47-50).

Matthew reports that, rediang what he had done, Judas attempted to return the money to the
priets. When the priedsrefused to take it, Judas threw the money on the Temple floor, went out,
and hanged himsdlf. Unwilling to use “blood money” for the Temple, the priests bought a potter’s
fied, which became known as the “Rdd o Blood” (Matthew 27:3-10). This fidd is traditiondly
located where the Kidron, Tyropoeon, and Hinnom valleys come together.

It isdifficult to undergand why Judas betrayed Jesus Snce he had accessto the disciples treasury,
it seems unlikely that he did it for the money only. In fact, thirty pieces of dlver is a relatively
gndl amount. Some have suggested that Judas thought that his betraya would force Jesus into
assrting His true power and overthrowing the Romans. Others have suggested that Judas might
have become convinced that Jesus was a false messah, and that the true Messah was yet to come,
or that he was upset over Jesus apparent indifference to the law and His assodiation with snners
and hisviolation of the Sabbath. Whatever the reason, Judas' motive remains shrouded in mystery.

In Acts 1:20 the apostles quoted Psalm 109:8 as the bass for decting another person to fill the
place vacated by Judas: “Let another take his office.” When the eleven remaining apostles cast lots for
Judas replacement, “thela fdl on Matthias And he was numbered with the deven apodles’ (Acts 1:26).
We will study more about him next week.

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Matthias.



THE APOSTLESOF JESUSCHRIST
Matthias

Text: Acts1:1526

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword also appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Matthias. . . .

> w

Discussion :

The name Matthias means gift of the Lord. He was the disciple chosen to succeed Judas Iscariot as
an apodle (Acts 1:23, 26). Matthias had been a follower of Jesus from the begnning of His
minigry until the day of His ascenson and had been awitness of Hisresurrection. In thisway he
fulfilled the requirements of gpogleship (Acts 1:21-22). Probably he was one of the “saventy’
(Luke 10:1, 17). The New Testament makes no further mention of him after his eection. One
tradition says that Matthias preached in Judea and was soned to death by the Jews. Another
tradition holds that he worked in Ethiopia and was martyred by crucifixion.

“Of whom lessis known than of mog of the other distiples was elected to fill the vacant place of
Judas. He was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion :
1. | hopeyou enjoy this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecan learn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of an apostle.
3. Inour next lesson we will study about the apostle Paul.



THE APOSTLES OF JESUSCHRIST
Paul

Text: Acts9:1-22

Introduction :
1. Theword “apostle” means one sent forth.

a. Inthe New Testament it was originally the official name of those twelve
disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and
to be with him during the course of his ministry on earth.

b. Theword a so appears to have been used in a nonofficial sense to
designate a much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers (I
Corinthians 8:23, Philippians 2:25).

c. Only those who were officially designated as apostles will be studied
over the course of the next few weeks.

d. Their names are given in Matthew 10:24 (Christ’s charge to themin
the rest of the chapter), Mark 3:13-19, and L uke 12:16.

2. For our own benefit | have chosen one text in which we will congder these
apostles, in the order they appear (L uke 6:12-16).
We will be studying about their life, ministry, and death.
In this lesson will be studying about the apostle Paul. . . .

> w

Discussion :

The Life of Paul. Paul wasborn at Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia (southeas Asa Minor). He was
adtizen of Tarsus “no mean dty,” as he caled it (Acts 21:39). He was a0 born a Roman citizen
(Acts 22:28), a privilege that worked to his advantage on severa occasons during his agpogolic
minigry. Snce Paul was born a Roman citizen, hisfather must have been a Roman citizen before
him. “Paul” was part of his Roman name. In addition to his Roman name, he was gven a Jamsh
name, “Saul,” perhaps in memory of Isad’s firg king, a member of the tribe of Benjamin, to
which Paul’ s family belonged.

His Jawish heritage meant much more to Paul than Roman ditizenship. Unlike many Jaws who
had been scattered throughout the world, he and his family did not become assmilated to the
Gentile way of life that surrounded them. This is suggesed when Paul describes himsaf as “a
Hebrew of the Hebrews’ (Philippians 3:5), and confirmed by Paul’s Satement in Acts 22:3 that,
while he was born in Tarsus, he was brought up in Jrusdem “at the fet of Gamelid,” the mogt
illugrious rabbi of hisday (Acts 5:34). Paul’s parents wanted their son to be well-grounded in the
best traditions of Jewish orthodoxy.

Paul proved an apt pupil. He outdripped many of his felow sudents in his enthusasm for
ancedrd traditionsand in his zed for the Jawish law. This zed found aready outlet in his assault
on the infant church of Jrusaem. The church presented athreset to al that Paul held mos dear.
Itsworg offense was its proclamation of one who had suffered a desth cursed by the Jewish law as



Lord and Messiah (Deuter onomy 21:22-23). The survival of Israel demanded that the followers of
Jesus be wiped out.

The fird martyr of the Chrigian church was Sephen, one of the mogs outgpoken leaders of the
new movement. Luke told how Paul publicly associated himself with Sephen’s executioners and
then embarked on a campaign desgned to suppress the church. Paul himsdf related how he
“persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it” (Galatians 1:13).

Paul’s Converdon & Commission. At the height of Paul's campaign of represson, he was
confronted on the road to Damascus by therisen Chrid. In an indant hislife wasreoriented. The
Jawish law was replaced as the centra theme of Paul’s life by Jesus Chrigt. He became the leading
champion of the cause he had tried to overthrow.

The realization that Jesus, whom he had been persecuting, was alive and exalted as the Son of God
exposed the weakness of the Jewish law. Paul’ s zeal for the law had made him an ardent persecutor.
He now saw that his persecuting activity had been anful; yet the law, ingead of showing him the
sinfulness of such a course, had redly led himinto sin.

The law had log its validity. Paul learned that it was no longer by keeping the law that a person
was judtified in God’'ssght, but by faith in Chrig. And if faith in Chrigt provided acceptance with
God, then Gentiles might enjoy that acceptance as readily as Jews. This was one of the implications
of the revelaion of Jesus Chrig that gripped Paul’s mind. He was assured that he himsaf had
received that revelation in order that he might procdam Chrig and His savation to the Gentile
world.

Paul began to carry out this commisson not only in Damascus but aso in the kingdom of the
Nabatean Arabs to the eas and south. No detals are gven of his activity in “Arabia’ (Galatians
1:17), but he did enough to attract the hodile attention of the authorities there, as the
representative of the Nabatean king in Damascus tried to arrest him (11 Corinthians 11:32-33).

After leaving Damascus, Paul paid a short vigt to Jrusalem to make the acquaintance of Peter.
During histwo weeks gay there, he dso met James, the Lord’s brother (Galatians 1:18-19). Paul
could not gay in Jerusdlem because the animodty of hisformer asociates wastoo srong. He had
to be taken down to Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast and put on aship for Tarsus.

Paul spent the next ten years in and around Tarsus actively engaged in the evangdizng of
Gentiles Very few details of those years have been preserved. At the end of that time Barnabas
came to Tarsus from Antioch and invited Paul to join him in caring for a young church there. A
spontaneous campaign of Gentile evangdlization had recently occurred at Antioch, resultingin the
formation of a vigorous church. Barnabas himsef had been commissoned by the apogles in
Jerusalem to lead the Gentile evangelization in the city of Antioch.



About a year after Paul joined Barnabasin Antioch, the two men visted Jrusalem and conferred
with the three “pillars” of the church there—the apogles Peter and John, and James the Lord’s
brother (Gaatians 2:1-10). The reqult of this conference was an agreement that the Jrusaem
leaders would concentrate on the evangdizaion of ther fellow Jws while Barnabas and Paul
would continue to take the gospel to Gentiles.

The Jerusalem leaders reminded Barnabas and Paul, in conducting their Gentile misson, not to
forget the materia needs of the impoverished bdlieversin Jrusalem. Barnabas and Paul (especidly
Paul) readily agreed to bear those needs in mind. This may have been the occason when they
carried a gft of money from the Chrigiansin Antioch to Jrusalem for the relief of their felow
believers who were suffering hardship in atime of famine (Acts 11:30).

Paul the Apogle to the Gentiles The way was now open for awider Gentile misson. Barnabas
and Paul were released by the church of Antioch to pursue a missonary campaign that took them
to Barnabas native idand of Cyprus and then into the highlands of centra Asa Minor (modern
Turkey), to the province of Gdatia There they preached the gogpe and planted churchesin the
ctiesof Pigdian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. The missonariesthen returned to Antioch

in Syria

The geat increase of Gentile converts caused darm among many of the Jwish Chridians in
Judea They feared that too many Gentileswould hurt the character of the church. Militant Jewish
nationaids were dready attacking them. A movement began that required Gentile converts to
become circumcised and follow the Jewish law. The leaders of the Jerusalem church, with Paul and
Barnabas in atendance, met in ad. 48 to discuss the problem. It was finadly decided that
crcumcson was not necessary, but that Gentile converts should conform to the Jawish code of
lawsin order to make fellowship between Jewish and Gentile Chrigians less drained (Acts 15:1—
29).

After this meeting, Barnabas and Paul parted company. Paul chose Slas aleading member of the
Jerusalem church and a Roman ditizen like himsdlf, to be his new colleague. Together they visted
the young churches of Galatia. At Lydra they were joined by Timothy, a young convert from
Barnabas and Paul’s vist some two years before. Paul in particular recognized qualitiesin Timothy
that would make him a vauable helper in his missonary service. From that time to the end of
Paul’ s life, Timothy was his most faithful attendant.

Paul and Silas probably planned to proceed west to Ephesus, but they felt the negeative guidance of
the Holy Spirit. They ingead turned north and northweg, reaching the seaport of Troas Here
Paul wastold in avison to crossthe north Aegean Sea and preach the gogpel in Macedonia This
Paul and his companions did. By now their number had increased to four by the addition of Luke.
The narrative reveals his presence at this point by using “we” instead of “they” (Acts 16:10).



Ther firg gop in Macedonia was the Roman colony of Philippi. Here, in spite of running into
trouble with the magdrates and being imprisoned, Paul and his companions planted a srong
church. They moved on to Thessalonica, the chief city of the province, and formed a church there,
aswell. But serioustrouble broke out in Thessalonica. The missonaries were accused of rebelling
againg the Roman emperor by procdaiming Jesus as his riva. They were forced to leave the city
quickly. Paul moved south to Berea, where he was favorably received by the local synagogue, but
his opponents from Thessalonica followed him, making it necessary for him to move on once
more. Although churches of Macedonia would later gve Paul much joy and satidfaction, he felt
dejected at thistime from being forced to flee city after city.

Paul, done now, moved south into the province of Achaia. After a short say in Athens, he came
“in weakness in fear, and in mud travbling’ (I Corinthians 2:3) to Corinth, the seat of provindal
adminigration. Corinth had a reputation as a wicked city in the Greco-Roman world and it did
not seem likely that the gospd would make much headway there. Surprisngy, however, Paul
dayed there for 18 months and made many converts While he was there, a new Roman
proconsul, Galio, arrived to take up resdence in Corinth. The begnning of his adminidration
can be accurately dated as Jly 1, ad. 51. Paul was prosecuted before Galio on the charge of
preaching an illegd religon, but Gdlio dismised the charge. This provided other Roman
magdrates with a precedent that helped the progress of the gospd over the next ten years The
church of Corinth was large, lively, and talented but deficient in spiritua and mora gability. This
defidency caused Paul much anxiety over the next few years as his letters to the Corinthians
reveal.

After his gay in Corinth, Paul paid a brief vigt to Jrusdem and Antioch and then traveled to
Ephesus, where he settled for the next three years Paul’s Ephedan minigry was perhaps the mogt
active part of his apogolic career. A number of colleagues shared his activity and evangelized the
city of Ephesus aswell as the whole province of Asia (western AsiaMinor).

Ten years earlier there had been no churches in the great provinces of Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, or
Achaia. Now Chridianity had become s0 grongin them that Paul redized hiswork in that part of
the world was finished. He began to think of a new area where he might repeat the same kind of
missonary program. He wanted to evangdlize territories where the gogpd had never been heard
before, having no dedre to “hbuild on anathea man's foundation” (Romans 15:20). He decided to
journey to Spain, and to st out as soon as he could. This journey would aso gve him along
awaited opportunity to visit Rome on the way.

Before he could set out, however, an important task had to be completed. Paul had previoudy
organized a relief fund among the Gentile churches to help poorer members of the Jrusalem
church. Not only had he promised the leaders in Jeruslem to do such athing, but he hoped it
would strengthen the bond of fellowship among all the churches involved.



Before leaving, Paul arranged for a member of each of the contributing churches to carry that
church’sdonation. Paul himsalf would go to Jerusalem with them, gving the Jerusalem Chridians
an opportunity to see some of their Gentile brethren face to face in addition to receiving their
gfts Some of Paul’s hopes and misgvings about the trip are expressed in Romans 15:25-32. His
misgivings were wellfounded.

A few days after his arrival in Jerusalem, Paul was attacked by a mob in the area of the Temple. He
was rescued by a detachment of Roman soldiers and kept in cugtody at the Roman governor’s
headquarters in Caesarea for the next two years At the end of that period he exercised his
privilege as a Roman citizen and appeded to Caesar in order to have his case tranderred from the
provindd governor’s court in Judea to the emperor’s tribuna in Rome. He was sent to Rome in
thefdl of ad. 59. The great apogtle gpent afurther two yearsin Rome under house arrest, waiting
for his case to come up for hearing before the supreme tribunal.

Paul, the Prisoner of Jesus Chrig. The regrictions under which Paul lived in Rome should have
held back his efforts to prodam the gospe, but jus the opposte actualy happened. These
redrictions by his own tesimony, “adually turned out far the furtherance of the gogpd” (Philippians
1:12). Although he was confined to hislodgngs, shackled to one of the soldierswho guarded him
in four-hour shifts he was free to receive vigtors and tak to them about the gogpd. The oldiers
who guarded him and the officidsin charge of presenting his case before the emperor were left in
no doubt about the reason for his being in Rome. The gogpel actualy became a topic of
discusson. This encouraged the Chrigians in Rome to bear more open witness to their faith,
alowing the saving message to be prodamed more fearlesdy in Rome than ever before “and in
this,” said Paul, “I rejoice” (Philippians 1:18).

From Rome, Paul was able to correpond with friends in other parts of the Roman Empire.
Visitors from those parts came to see him, bringing news of their churches. These visitors included
Epaphroditus from Philippi and Epaphras from Colossse. From Colossae, too, Paul received an
unexpected vistor, Onesmus, the dave of his friend Philemon. He sent Onesmus back to his
mager with a letter commending him “no longe asa dave but . . . asa bdoved bratha” (Philemon
16).

The letters of Philippi and Colossae were sent in regponse to the news brought by Epaphroditus
and Epaphras regpectively. At the same time as the letter to Colossae, Paul sent a letter to
Laodiceaand amore general letter that we now know as Ephesians. The Roman captivity became a
very fruitful period for Paul and his ministry.

Paul, the Chrigian Martyr. We have very little information about the res of Paul’s career. We do
not know the outcome of his tria before Caesar. He was probably discharged and enjoyed a
further period of liberty. It is not known whether he ever preached the gospd in Spain. It is
traditiondly beieved that Paul’s condemnation and execution occurred during the persecution of
Christians under the Roman Emperor Nero. The probable site of his execution may still be seen at
Tre Fontane on the Ogian Road. Thereisno reason to doubt the place of hisburid marked near



the Basilica of St. Paul in Rome. There, beneath the high altar, is a stone inscription going back to
at least the fourth century: “To Paul, Apostle and Martyr.”

“Paul, the gpogle, who before was caled Saul, after his great travail and ungpeskable labors in
promoting the Gospd of Chrig, suffered adso in this firgd persecution under Nero. Abdias
dedareth that under hisexecution Nero sent two of his exquires, Ferega and Parthemius, to bring
him word of hisdeath. They, comingto Paul ingructing the people, desred him to pray for them,
that they might believe, who told them that shortly after they should believe and be baptized at His
sepulcher. This done, the soldiers came and led him out of the city to the place of execution,
where he, after his prayers made, gave his neck to the sword.” — Fox’s Book of Martyrs

Conclusion:

=

| hope you enjoyed this series and desire to study other great Bible characters.
2. Wecanlearn alot about the life, work, and responsibilities of many great men
and women of God.

We should continue to study the Holy Scriptures.

Every servant of God is significant and every life has a story.

What is your story?
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