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Introduction to the New Testament 
  
 The first thing that one should know about studying the New Testament is that a 
diligent student of God’s word should not neglect a study of the Old Testament.  Christians 
often forget that to a Jew, the Old Testament IS the Bible.  As one reads the Old Testament 
one can see concepts and imagery that can clearly be explained after considering them in a 
New Testament context. 
 
 Think of the Old Testament as cake.  People love cake.  They enjoy eating it, but what 
if there is no icing?  Still edible, but something is missing.  The New Testament is the icing 
on the cake.  Some people like icing.  However, when you have the icing AND the cake… the 
palate can appreciate the combination. 
 

As you venture into the New Testament you will see the authors of each book 
quoting Old Testament texts, referencing feasts, and citing various characters.  The 
Hebrew writer will identify the New Testament as a “better” covenant.  However, readers 
of the Bible should note that the Old Testament is only part of the puzzle.   

 
The Old Testament reveals the Creator, the Law, the sin of man, and the need for a 

Savior.  The New Testament brings closure, fulfillment, and answers to the great mysteries 
of the old.  Clearly, the New Testament reveals that Jesus the Christ has fulfilled the 
prophesies of the Messiah that was to come into the world.  The Law was brought to 
completion and nailed to the cross. 

 
The New Testament uses the Old Testament as a point of reference, and one would 

do well to study those references to grasp a better understanding of the whole counsel of 
God.  With all that being said, and with the understanding that the reader needs to grasp 
both covenants to fully understand the whole counsel of God, here are the major divisions 
of the New Testament: 

 
 1) The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 
 2) History (Acts) 
 3) Pauline Epistles  
  Letters to churches - Romans, I-II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,  
   Philippians, Colossians, I-II Thessalonians 
  Letters to Individuals - I-II Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
 4) General Epistles (Hebrews, James, I-II Peter, I-III John, Jude) 
 5) Prophecy (Revelation) 
 



 

 

 As you read the material provided, and survey each New Testament book, you are 
encouraged note the following information: the author, date, theme, audience, literary 
notes, key verses, and outline of each book.  Each aforementioned area of interest should 
not only help you with background information, but should aid you as you rightly divide 
the word of God.  If you seek further explanation of verses in one of the New Testament 
books seek a reliable commentary and an accurate translation of the Holy Scriptures. 
 
 If this material is used in a class setting, the author encourages the final 15-20 
minutes of class be used for open floor discussion of topics and "difficult" passages.  The 
goal of group Bible study should be to gain a better understanding of the Scripture, not to 
debate or challenge one other.  It should be our goal to walk away from our time together 
having learned something new, and having strengthened our faith.   
 
 May God bless you as you study His Holy Word and apply its teachings! 
 
           Ray Reynolds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Thematic Overview of the New Testament 
 
THE GOSPELS 
 Matthew (28 chapters) 

This gospel was written by the apostle to a Jewish audience. 
 Mark (16 chapters) 

This gospel was written to a Gentile audience, from a Jewish perspective.   
 Luke (24 chapters) 

This gospel was written by a Gentile physician to fellow Gentiles. 
 John (21 chapters) 

The final gospel was written by the beloved apostle of Jesus, an eyewitness. 
 
HISTORY 
 Acts of the Apostles (28 chapters) 

This book is the second part of Luke's gospel intending to show how the 
church spread and how missions were established. 

 
THE EPISTLES (LETTERS) 
 Romans (16 chapters) 

This book was meant to encourage the Christians in Rome to endure. 
 1 Corinthians (16 chapters) 
  This book was written to the church in Corinth to halt church division. 
 2 Corinthians (13 chapters) 
  This was another book written to the Corinthians to help those suffering. 
 Galatians (6 chapters) 
  This book was written to the churches of Galatia that needed the gospel. 
 Ephesians (6 chapters) 
  This book was written to the strong church in Ephesus that needed unity. 
 Philippians (4 chapters) 
  This book was written to the church in Philippi that needed encouragement. 
 Colossians (4 chapters) 
  This book was written to the church in Colossae to exalt Jesus as supreme. 
 1 Thessalonians (5 chapters) 
  This book was written to the church in Thessalonica to guide them to holiness. 
 2 Thessalonians (3 chapters) 
  This was another book written to the Thessalonians to explain the end of days. 
 
 
 



 

 

THE EPISTLES (LETTERS) cont. 
 1 Timothy (6 chapters) 
  This book was written to Timothy, a young preacher, and friend of Paul. 
 2 Timothy (4 chapters) 
  This book was also written to Timothy, but in anticipation of Paul's death. 
 Titus (3 chapters) 
  This book was written to Titus and the church at Crete. 
 Philemon (1 chapter) 
  This book was written to Philemon to resolve an issue with a former slave. 
 Hebrews (13 chapters) 
  This book was written to compare the Israelites with the saints in the church.  
 James (5 chapters) 
  This book was written by the brother of Jesus to encourage the persecuted. 
 1 Peter (5 chapters) 
  This book was written by the apostle to  lift up the saints abroad. 
 2 Peter (3 chapters) 
  This book was a second letter to follow up with the churches of Asia Minor. 
 1 John (5 chapters) 
  This book was written by the apostle John to deal with false teaching. 
 2 John (1 chapter) 
  This book was a personal letter to a local church in Asia Minor. 
 3 John (1 chapter) 
  This book was another personal letter to another congregation. 
 Jude (1 chapter) 
  This book was written by the brother of Jesus to contend with false teaching. 
 
PROPHESY 
 Revelation (22 chapters) 
  This book was written by the apostle John to the seven churches of Asia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Gospel of Matthew 
 

Author: 
The author does not identify himself, but the apostle Matthew, the son of Alphaeus  
(also called Levi) is universally accepted as writer of this gospel (Matthew 9:9-13, 
10:2-4, Mark 2:14, Luke 5:27-28).  History tells us that the early church 
consistently agreed to this as a fact and traditions to the contrary have not emerged.  
In fact, by the middle of the second century Matthew was already being quoted by 
the church fathers.   
 
The name Matthew means "gift of the Lord."  Matthew’s name appears seventh in 
two lists of apostles (Mark 3:18, Luke 6:15), and eighth in two others (Matthew 
10:3, Acts 1:13).  The last time we hear about Matthew in the Bible is in Acts 1:13 
when he is listed among those in the upper room waiting for the Holy Spirit to come 
upon them with power.  Matthew's life from that point on is surrounded by 
tradition.  Fox’s Book of Martyrs says this of Matthew:  “Whose occupation was that 
of a toll-gatherer, was born at Nazareth.  He wrote his gospel in Hebrew, which was 
afterwards translated into Greek by James the Less.  The scene of his labors was 
Parthia, and Ethiopia, in which latter country he suffered martyrdom, being slain 
with a halberd (combination of a spear and a battle axe – long handle with an axe on 
the end – not always used for a beheading) in the city of Nadabah, A.D. 60.”  
 
Matthew's profession was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government 
before Jesus called him into the ministry.  As a publican he was despised by his 
Jewish countrymen, maybe even among the disciples.  Jesus called him from his tax 
booth, and his swift response tells us that he had been stirred by Jesus' public 
preaching ministry.  Immediately after his calling into Jesus' leadership team, he 
held a large party for Jesus in his home.  This was probably so that his associates 
could meet Jesus and learn from Him.  Tax collectors are lumped together with 
harlots (Matthew 21:31), Gentiles (Matthew 18:17), and other sinners (Matthew 
9:10). They were as offensive to Jews for their economic and social practices as 
lepers were for their uncleanness, both were excluded from the people of God. 

 
Date: 

The Gospels are difficult to date, but the consensus is that it was written between 
40-140 AD.   It was probably written around 60 AD, no later than 70 AD, in my 
opinion.   Consider the expressions of Matthew 27:8, Matthew 28:15 indicating 
that an extensive period of time has passed since Jesus' death, but prior to the 
destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 24-25).  



 

 

Theme: 
The theme of Matthew is that Jesus is the King of Kings (Matthew 1:23, 2:2-6, 3:17, 
4:15-17, 21:5-9, 22:44-45, 26:64, 27:11-37).  The phrase "kingdom of heaven" 
appears 32 times in this book but nowhere else in the New Testament.  Matthew 
also uses more Old Testament references than any other book, especially making 
references to the prophecies of the Messiah (Matthew 12:39-40, 13:13-35, 17:5-
13).  Matthew documents Jesus' genealogy, baptism, messages, miracles, death, 
burial, and resurrection.  All point to the same conclusion: Christ is King!  Matthew 
also likes to refer to Jesus as the Son of Man and Son of David. 
 

Audience: 
The early church depended upon the preaching and teaching of the good news (Acts 
4:8-12).  Christians would meet often to hear the stories of Jesus told and longed to 
hear from those who could tell first-hand experiences.  Therefore,  the gospels 
became the source for these eyewitnesses (all will be covered in this series).  He is 
the only gospel writer to mention the church (Matthew 16:18, 18:17).  Matthew 
may have also used Mark's gospel as a source.   
 
It is assumed that Matthew wrote this gospel specifically for the Greek speaking 
Jews in Palestine or Syrian Antioch.  Due to the affluence and influence of that 
congregation (see the book of Acts) the book was copied and accepted quickly.  In 
his Ecclesiastical History (323 AD), Eusebius quoted Papias (140 AD) who said that 
Matthew was also written in Aramaic (no Aramaic form has been found).  However, 
it is possible that Matthew may have published an abbreviated version of Jesus' 
sayings in Aramaic before writing his gospel in Greek for a much larger audience. 
 

Key Verses: 
 Matthew 5-7, 9:37-38, 10:32-33, 11:25-30, 16:13-19, 16:24-28, 18:15-20,  
 20:28, 21:1-11, 22:36-40, 24-25, 26:17-46, 27:37, 28:18-20 
 
Outline: 

I. Presentation of the King (1:1-4:11) 
II. Proclamation of the King (4:12-7:29) 

III. Power of the King (8:1-11:1) 
IV. Progressive Rejection of the King (11:2-16:12) 
V. Preparation of the King's Disciples (16:13-20:28) 

VI. Persecution of the King (20:29-27:66) 
VII. Proof of the King (28:1-20) 

 



 

 

A Survey of the Gospel of Mark 
 

Author: 
The author is very careful to not identify himself, but John Mark is universally 
accepted as writer of this gospel (Acts 12:12, 25).  This gives us the impression that 
he may have been writing for someone else.  In fact, it is the unanimous testimony of 
early church fathers that Mark was the author.  John was his Jewish name, and 
Marcus (Mark) was his Roman name.  The only insight we have of authorship is 
found in Mark 14:51-52 when there is mention of  "a certain young man" who fled 
the scene of Jesus' arrest naked.  This is likely Mark who tagged along after the last 
supper, which was probably held at his house.  There is no other reason for him to 
mention this incident if it was not him. 
 
John Mark is mentioned ten times in the New Testament.  He is often infamously 
remembered, by a casual reader, for his conflict with the apostle Paul.  His mother 
was a wealthy and prominent Christian in the Jerusalem church, the church 
probably met in their home (mentioned above), and he was well connected.  
Therefore, John Mark joined Paul and Barnabas (his cousin or uncle) on the first 
missionary journey, but not on the second because of a strong disagreement about 
John Mark's presence (Acts 15:37-38).  He may have been homesick, or worried 
about his mother, but it still frustrated Paul.  However, near the end of Paul’s life he 
called for Mark to be with him (II Timothy 4:11). 
 
It is likely that in the first century, John Mark was known more for his association 
with the Apostle Peter, who was evidently his spiritual son in the faith (I Peter 
5:13).  From Peter he received first-hand information concerning the events and 
teachings of Jesus.  Early scholarship notes that John Mark preserved the 
information in written form.  Around 140 AD, Papias wrote that the Apostle John 
called Mark the interpreter for the Apostle Peter's work.  Also around the same time, 
Justin Martyr called Mark's gospel  "the memoirs of Peter."  
 

Date: 
As stated in the lesson on Matthew, the Gospels are difficult to date, but the 
consensus is that this book was written between 50-60 AD.  It may have been the 
first "complete" gospel written.  It is also likely that Matthew and Luke used John 
Mark as a source.  Roughly 95% percent of Mark is found in the gospel of Matthew 
and/or the gospel of Luke.   
 
 



 

 

Theme: 
The theme of his gospel seems to be that Jesus is the Messiah.  John Mark is the "Joe 
Friday" gospel writer with his "Just the facts, maam" approach.  His details 
surrounding Palestine, especially Jerusalem, give him depth and detail, but the swift 
transitions show his story as one of re-telling and not personal eyewitness 
testimony.   
 
Mark does an excellent job of presenting the military might of Jesus.  We see his 
power, through the stories of him casting out demons, healing a wide range of 
physical ailments, calming emotional turmoil, silencing government fears, and 
discussing his own role in the judgment of mankind.  However, Mark will also reveal 
Jesus' service and sacrifice. 
 

Audience: 
Mark’s gospel seems to be written for Roman believers, particularly Gentiles.  He 
understood Jewish customs, but he wrote in such a way that the Romans could 
understand.  He uses ten Latin words, some of which do not occur elsewhere in the 
New Testament, but he balances those things by explaining Jewish customs and 
traditions.  He chooses to omit the genealogy of Jesus and jumps right into Jesus' 
ministry.  He ignores the long narratives (i.e. Sermon on the Mount, Sermon on the 
Plain).  He also rarely quotes from the Old Testament.  However, when he does it is 
used to fit his theme, that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 
It was at the time of the writing that Christians in Rome were beginning to 
experience persecution under the Roman government.  They needed guidance and 
encouragement.   Mark hoped that his gospel would help to build up their faith.  
Unlike the other accounts, the Gospel of Mark is not just a collection of sermons, 
stories, and miracles, but a simple narrative to reveal the Messiah.  The Gentiles 
needed to hear Jesus' story in their own unique way, so John Mark hoped his gospel 
would suffice. 
 
There are many uniquely Roman traditions mentioned in the Gospel of Mark, but 
one of the most interesting is the mention of Simon of Cyrene (Mark 15:21-28).  
Roman soldiers often required services from its citizens without payment.  The Jews 
often were forced to serve as porters for a set distance (one mile - Matthew 5:41).   
As a Jewish North African, visiting for Passover, Simon gets forced into carrying the 
cross for Jesus.  This must have had a lasting effect on Simon and his sons Alexander 
and Rufus (Romans 16:13).  A Roman could relate to that story more than anyone 
else.  



 

 

 
Key Verses: 
 Mark 1:11, 1:17, 1:38, 3:31-35, 5:19, 6:30-44, 8:1-12, 8:22-26,  9:1, 9:38-50, 
 10:13-16, 10:32-45, 11:6-11, 11:15-19, 12:17, 12:29-33,  12:38-44, 13:28-37, 
 14:51, 14:66-72, 15:21-28, 16:15-18 
 
Outline: 

I. The Early Ministry of Jesus (1:1-45) 
II. The Conflicts with Jesus (2:1-3:35) 

III. The Parables of Jesus (4:1-34) 
IV. The Miracles of Jesus (4:35-5:34) 
V. The Followers of Jesus (6:1-8:21) 

VI. The Mission of Jesus (8:22-9:50) 
VII. The Teachings of Jesus (10:1-52) 

VIII. The Authority of Jesus (11:1-12:44) 
IX. The Prophecy of Jesus (13:1-37) 
X. The Persecution of Jesus (14:1-52) 

XI. The Rejection of Jesus (14:53-15:15) 
XII. The Completed work of Jesus (15:16-16:20) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Gospel of Luke 
 

Author: 
The gospel of Luke is the third, and the final, of the synoptic gospels.  The author 
wrote anonymously, and in a third person viewpoint, but it is traditionally ascribed 
to the Gentile physician Luke (Colossians 4:10).  Outside of the “we sections” in 
Acts (Acts 16, 20-21, 27-28), Luke is mentioned three times in the New Testament 
(Colossians 4:14, Philemon 24, II Timothy 4:11).  In all of these cases Luke is 
accompanying Paul in prison.   Luke was one of the most influential Gentiles in the 
early church.   
 
The Old Testament was penned by Jews, but the New Testament is different.  
Gentiles, like Luke, played a significant role in the expansion of the church, and their 
writings were exalted. Luke wrote more of the New Testament than any other man 
(unless Paul wrote Hebrews), which comprises 25%.  The gospel of Luke is the 
longest book in the New Testament.  When Luke and Acts are combined they are 
longer than the thirteen letters of Paul combined.  
 
Arguably, Luke is the most polished writer of the New Testament with the possible 
exception of the writer of Hebrews (which he may have also penned).  The writings 
of Luke have a wide vocabulary and nearly 800 words are found in his writings that 
do not appear anywhere else in the New Testament.  With the exception of Luke 1-2, 
he quotes exclusively from the Greek translation of the Old Testament (LXX).  He 
also ties the genealogy of Jesus to Adam, not just to David or Abraham.  Clearly, this 
plays a part in his overall theme.  Also, the medical knowledge and interest in 
seafaring are apparent in Luke’s gospel. 
 

Date: 
This book was probably written from Rome in the late 50's or early 60's AD.   Some 
scholars speculate a date of about 62 AD.  It would have been written after Paul's 
two year Roman imprisonment (Acts 28:30-31), but before Paul's trial, otherwise 
that information would have been included in the conclusion of the book of Acts.   
Another way we can conclude an early date for Luke is because the apostle Paul 
quotes Luke 10:7 in I Timothy 5:18.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Theme: 
The theme of his gospel seems to be that Jesus is the Son of Man.  In the early 
church, this  gospel may not have gained as much popularity as Matthew and Mark, 
but only because it may not have been regarded well by the early Jewish readers.  
Gentiles could relate to this theme.  However, as Luke's education, scholarship, and 
view of culture shines through one cannot help but appreciate its value.  As he 
begins his gospel it is apparent that he has collected his material from several 
eyewitnesses and other written documents, which is unlike the apostle Matthew, 
and John Mark who is writing for the Apostle Peter, with firsthand information.   
 
Luke is a careful to date the birth of Jesus, noting six rulers of his time.  He reveals a 
fresh new perspective on the nativity scene, the childhood of Jesus, and a glimpse 
into the boyhood home and relationship with his parents.  He includes poetry early 
on to grab the attention of his readers and pulling them into his narrative.   
 

Audience: 
Luke’s gospel undoubtedly targets Gentiles.  Specifically, his gospel is addressed to 
Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1), but noticeably its depth reveals a broader 
audience.  The book of Acts refers to the gospel of Luke as the first book.  Therefore, 
the two books are meant to be seen as volume 1 and volume 2.  The second book is a 
continuation of the work of Christ, the Son of Man, through His apostles. 
 
One unique characteristic of this book is that Luke exalts women.  He mentions 
thirteen women otherwise omitted by the other gospel writers.  These women 
include Elizabeth, the widow of Nain, Anna, Lot’s wife, the widow (and her mite), 
and the ladies who ministered to Jesus in addition to many others.  More details are 
given by Luke on the lives of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42), Mary Magdalene 
(Luke 8:1-3), and some of the other women who followed Jesus closely.  The 
chapter reveals stories about these women and their homes.  
 
Luke stresses the compassion of Jesus toward the poor.  There are many parables 
about money unique to Luke: the two debtors (Luke 7:41-43), the rich fool (Luke 
12:16-21), the unrighteous steward, the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16), and the 
pounds (Luke 19:13-37).  He also takes time to lift up the outcast and underdog: 
the sinful woman (Luke 7:36-50), the good Samaritan (Luke 10), the word of 
praise for the grateful Samaritan leper (Luke 9:46-56), the persistent widow (Luke 
18:1-8), the praying publican (Luke 18:9-14), Zacchaeus (Luke19:1-10), and the 
penitent thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43).  The miracles in Luke seem to highlight 
Christ's work among those often neglected or forgotten.  Acts builds on this concept. 



 

 

The sense of realism and genuineness sets Luke apart from the other writers.  With 
the exception of the gospel of John, few writers could connect emotionally with the 
audience in such a vivid fashion.  The gospel is written like a dramatic narrative.  He 
gives prominence to prayer, gently handles the mistakes of the apostles, and 
describes the agony of the apostles after Jesus' death.  He gives his readers a raw 
view of Jesus in the garden and on the cross.   
 

Key Verses: 
Luke 1:29, 2:1-20, 4:4, 4:18-19, 5:32, 6:21, 6:27-28, 6:37, 8:21, 11:9, 11:13, 
11:28, 12:22, 13:3-5, 14:7-11, 15:1-32, 16:19-30, 17:24, 18:9-17, 19:1-10, 
19:46, 20:34-38, 22:17-22, 23:39-43, 24:25-26, 24:44-49 
 

Outline: 
I. The Preface (1:1-4)   

II. The Birth & Early Life of Jesus (1:5-2:52)  
III. The Preparation for Jesus' Ministry (3:1-4:13)  
IV. The Galilean Ministry of Jesus (4:14-9:50)  
V. The Journey to Jerusalem (9:51-19:27)  

VI. The Jerusalem Ministry of Jesus (19:28-21:38)  
VII. The Betrayal, Trials, and Death of Jesus (22:1-23:56)  

VIII. The Resurrection and Great Commission (24:1-53) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Gospel of John 
 

Author: 
The gospel of John does not designate authorship.  It was written much later than 
the synoptic gospels, but it has been subjected to more skepticism as to its 
authorship than the others.  However, it is traditionally accepted to be the work of 
the apostle John, the son of Zebedee and brother of James.  Those who reject John's 
authorship argue that he was a simple Galilean fisherman who was unschooled and 
ordinary (Acts 4:13).  They contend that it could have been another man named 
John or just attributed to the apostle John. 
 
The internal evidence supports John's authorship.  John 21:20, 24 declares that this 
gospel is from the pen of “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23, 19:26, 20:2, 
21:7, 20).  Who is this beloved disciple?  The data from the book itself points to five 
conclusions: (1) The writer must be a Jew, (2) The writer is a first-century 
Palestinian Jew, (3) The writer is an eyewitness of Christ, (4) The writer is an 
apostle, (5) The writer is one of Jesus’ closest associates.   
 
The three closest to Jesus during his ministry, Peter, James, and John, have to be 
considered  (Mark 5:37, 9:2, 14:33).  Peter is ruled out because he is customarily 
named in the gospel.  James is eliminated because he was martyred before the death 
of Herod Agrippa I in 44 AD (Acts 12:2).  Leaving only John, the beloved, who is not 
mentioned by name in the book, giving further evidence of his probable authorship 
of this anonymous gospel.  The early church testimony of Ignatius (115), Polycarp, 
Justin Martyr (150), Titian (170) Irenaeus and Tertullian also stand strongly united 
in affirming John as the author.  
 
The purpose of the author's writing is clearly identified in two verses.  John 20:30-
31 says, “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”  It makes 
since that an apostle, like John who was an eye-witness to the like and ministry of 
Christ, would want to preserve these stories. 
 

Date: 
As with the authorship of this gospel, there is also controversy over when exactly 
this book was written.   There have been many suggestions.  For many years some 
held to a later dating of this gospel, but with the evidence regarding authorship 
(above) it is clear that it was written before 100 AD.   



 

 

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls provided the much needed proof that John 
was written in the late first century.  In fact, the oldest existing portion of the New 
Testament is a fragment of John 18:31-33, 37-38.  Since a much later date can be 
rejected, church tradition can be upheld.  Traditionally, two schools of thought 
presents an early date, just prior to 70 AD, and a possibly later date between 80-95 
AD.  There is no compelling evidence one way or another, but the later date is the 
consensus of many conservative scholars.  
 

Theme: 
The theme of his gospel seems to be that Jesus is the Word of God.  He is not only the 
Son of God, but the mouthpiece of God, the Lamb of God, and the Light of the world.  
For this reason, the Gospel of John is a favorite reading among Christians.  He uses 
key words like signs, believe, and life.  Specifically, there are seven signs/miracles, 
seven “I Am” statements, seven witnesses, and seven sermons.  John uses all of this 
material develop an argument for the deity of Jesus.  The only strange exclusion is 
that there are no examples of casting out demons. 
 
This gospel is uniquely different from the Synoptic gospels in that 90% of its content 
is not discussed in other accounts though he had them at his disposal.  The author 
carefully chose, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, events, miracles, and sermons 
that would supplement his literary intent.  The result of his effort is a Maverick 
gospel which is hailed “the most amazing book that was ever written.” 
 

Audience: 
It seems that the gospel may have been written not to supplement the other gospels, 
but to give deeper personal significance to their testimony.  He writes as an 
eyewitness, hoping that those who knew him (John) would see why He chose to 
serve Christ.  This makes sense when one notes that the place of the writing is 
believed to have been Ephesus.  Irenaeus and Eusebius held to this, although others 
have suggested Alexandria, Antioch, or Jerusalem.  There is a patristic nature to the 
book.  John served as an elder of the Ephesian church (see notes on Ephesians, I 
John, II John, III John) and would have written it for his congregation.   
 
In order to reach a more Jewish audience, John wrote the book using the Hebrew 
Bible instead of the Greek Bible.  He quotes from the Old Testament (John 12:40, 
13:18, 19:37) and gives thorough explanations of Jewish feasts and customs 
including wedding feasts (John 2:1-12), ceremonial purification (John 3:25), 
various religious feasts (John 2:13, 23,  6:4, 13:1, 18:28), and burial customs (John 
11:38, 44, 19:40).   



 

 

Throughout the gospel he gives detailed geographical descriptions about Palestine 
including the exact distance between Bethany and Jerusalem (John 11:18), the 
depth of Jacob’s well (John 4:11), and the location of Ephraim which was near the 
wilderness (John 11:54).  All of this help to reach receptive Jews. 
 

Key Verses: 
John 1:1-5, 1:14, 1:29, 3:16, 4:24, 6:29, 7:28-29, 8:24, 10:10, 10:28, 11:25-26, 
13:23, 13:34-35, 14:1-3, 14:6, 14:9, 15:1-8, 17:17, 18:5-8, 19:26, 19:30, 20:2, 
20:29-31, 21:7, 21:20-23, 21:24-25 
 

Outline: 
I. Incarnation of the Son of God (1:1-18) 

II. Presentation of the Son of God (1:19-4:54) 
III. Confrontations with the Son of God (5:1-12:50) 
IV. Instructions by the Son of God (13:1-16:33) 
V. Intercession of the Son of God (17:1-26) 

VI. Crucifixion of the Son of God (18:1-19:42) 
VII. Resurrection of the Son of God (20:1-21:25)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of Acts 
 

Author: 
The Acts of the Apostles, and the gospel of Luke, are written anonymously in a third 
person style, but traditionally ascribed to the "beloved physician" Luke (Colossians 
4:10).  Outside of the “we sections” in Acts (Acts 16, 20-21, 27-28), Luke is 
mentioned three times in the New Testament (Colossians 4:14, Philemon 24, II 
Timothy 4:11).  Luke, no doubt, accompanied Paul as a traveling physician to aid 
him because of poor health.  There were others, according to the prison epistles that 
joined them: Timothy, Aristarchus, Jesus (Justus), Epaphras, John Mark, Demas, 
Tychicus, Epaphroditus, etc. 
 
Luke is the most polished writer of the New Testament as he uses a wide vocabulary 
(nearly 800 words found nowhere else in the New Testament).  His works comprise 
25% of the New Testament, more than all of Paul's letters combined.   In the book of 
Acts he allows his medical knowledge, and seafaring terminology, to bleed through 
allowing the reader to see his education and interests. 
 

Date: 
This book was probably written from Rome in the late 50's or early 60's AD.   Some 
scholars speculate a date of about 62 AD, and that it was written shortly after Luke's 
gospel.  It would have been written after Paul's two year Roman imprisonment 
(Acts 28:30-31), but before Paul's trial, otherwise that information would have 
been included in the book.    
 

Theme: 
The theme of the book of Acts is the work of the church.  The book is the main 
source of history concerning the first generation of Christians.  It is the only "orderly 
account" we have of the establishment of the church, corporate organization, the 
rise of Christianity, and the evangelism of the world from a Christian point of view.  
 
The title of the book suggests that it was meant to be a historical record of the 
events of the apostles, and a textbook for future generations.  It is interesting that 
while the twelve apostles are listed in Acts 1:13-26, it only mentions Peter, James 
(who dies in chapter 12), John, and Paul (who would not be added to the church 
until chapter nine) from that point forward.   
 
 



 

 

In fitting with the theme and agenda of the book it will cover more than three 
decades of church history (30's to 60's AD).   The book also chronicles the work of 
the Holy Spirit within the church with over seventy references.  Most of those 
references occur in the first eleven chapters.  The purpose of God sending the Holy 
Spirit was to continue the work of Jesus. 
 
Luke hopes to reveal that Christianity was politically harmless.  Despite the early 
persecution by the Jews, Christians were peaceful people and no threat to the 
Roman government.  Luke reveals the impartiality of the Roman officials like Gallio 
(Acts 18:12-17), Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:7-12), and the secretary at Ephesus (Acts 
19:30-41).  Instead, the Jews are viewed as the instigators, but the Roman 
authorities never seem to take sides. 
 

Audience: 
The book of Acts, like Luke’s gospel, undoubtedly targets a Gentile audience.  The 
name Theophilus (meaning "lover of God") is given as the designated recipient.  
When the term "most excellent" is used elsewhere in the book it is a reference to 
someone in a government position (Acts 23:26, 24:3, 26:25), therefore he must 
have been a real person that held an important office, maybe even in Rome.  This 
might also help us to understand why Luke spends some much time discussing the 
peaceful and harmless nature of the church. 
 
As we have studied many times before, the work of the church moved from 
Jerusalem to spread throughout the world.  One "hub" of activity was the city of 
Antioch.  This is evident in the book of Acts.  Many of the strong congregations 
discussed in the book are cities with large Roman populations and synagogues that 
were influenced by Hellenistic culture.  The narrative moves from Jerusalem to 
Antioch to Rome.  This emphasizes Christianity from a Gentile perspective and 
allows Paul to have the limelight. 
 
Luke seems to emphasize that Paul is as much of an apostle as Peter and the others.  
His writings give Paul's apostleship and letters more credence.  Roughly 2/5 of the 
book deals with the acts of Peter (Acts 1-12), and 3/5 records the acts of Paul (Acts 
8-9, 13-28).  He shows the similarities between the two: both heal cripples (Acts 
3:28, 14:8-12), both have encounters with sorcerers (Acts 8:18, 13:6), both raise 
the dead (Acts 9:36, 20:9), both are miraculously released from prison (12:7, 
16:26), both become the objects of worship (10:25, 14:11), both are beaten for the 
name of Jesus (5:40, 16:22), etc. 
 



 

 

The beginning of the book emphasizes the fulfillment of the vision of Jesus and the 
reinforcement of the Great Commission.  By the books end the gospel has reached 
the Jews in Jerusalem, those of the Diaspora, the Samaritans, the Gentiles, the 
Romans, and many "God-fearers" in between.  The abrupt ending may be meant to 
give the impression that the work was ongoing.  The ministry of the church will 
never end! 
 

Key Verses: 
Acts 1:8-9, 1:29, 2:4, 2:38, 4:12, 4:19-20, 5:41-42, 6:4-6, 7:59-60, 8:4, 8:35,  
9:3-6, 9:20, 9:27, 11:20, 12:5, 12:12, 13:3, 14:7, 16:25, 16:31-32, 17:11, 18:28, 
20:7, 20:20-36, 28:31 
 

Outline: 
I. The Preface (1:1-3) 

II. Preparation For Ministry (1:4-2:13) 
III. Witnessing in Jerusalem (2:14-5:42) 
IV. Witnessing Beyond Jerusalem (6:1-12:25) 
V. Witnessing in Cyprus and Southern Galatia (13:1-14:28) 

VI. The Council in Jerusalem (15:1-35) 
VII. Witnessing in Greece (15:36-18:22) 

VIII. Witnessing in Ephesus (18:23-21:16) 
IX. The Arrest in Jerusalem (21:17-23:35) 
X. Witnessing in Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 

XI. Witnessing in Rome (27:1-28:31) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of Romans 
 

Author: 
The apostle Paul is the undisputed author of the letter.  Many critics of the Bible can 
even agree to this fact.  Paul did use Tertius as a secretary to pen the letter (Romans 
16:22) and probably used Phoebe to take the letter to the Romans (Romans 16:1).   
 
This book appears first in a long succession of letters in the New Testament.  There 
are 13 epistles (letters) ascribed to the apostle Paul.  There are only six of those 
letters where his authorship is questioned, but only by the most liberal scholars.   
 

Date: 
This book was probably written from Corinth in the mid to late 50's AD when Paul 
was on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:2-3).  He spent only three months 
there toward the end of his journey on the way to Jerusalem.  Some have assigned 
the year 55 AD to the book, but that is by speculation.  Others suggest 56 or 57 AD. 
 
We can confirm he was in Achaia/Corinth region when it was written because of 
four things: (1) Phoebe was from Cenchrea, Corinth's eastern seaport (Romans 
16:1), (2) Timothy and Sosipator/Sopater, companions of the third missionary 
journey, were with him (Romans 16:21, Acts 16:1-5, Acts 20:4), (3) Gaius was a 
member of the Corinthian church, and he was baptized by the apostle Paul (Romans 
16:23, I Corinthians 1:14, Acts 18:7),  and (4) Erastus, the treasurer of Corinth, is 
mentioned (Romans 16:23, II Timothy 4:20). 
 
What we do know is that it would have been written when Paul was collecting 
money for the needy saints in Jerusalem (Romans 15:18-22).    It is clear that he 
had already collected money from the churches in Macedonia and Corinth (Romans 
15:26-27).  He was on his way to Spain before coming to collect their offering 
(Romans 15:28-29).  It is safe to assume that Romans was written after I & II 
Corinthians because their money had already been collected  (I Corinthians 16, II 
Corinthians 8-9).   
 

Theme: 
The theme of the letter is that we are justified by faith (Romans 3:21–8:39).  In the 
Greek, the word justification means “to set right.”  Paul declares that the sinner can 
be saved.  The sinner has to obey the Lord (Romans 1:5, 16:26), but cannot be 
justified by their works alone to save.  The foundation of justification is built on 
Christ’s merit and not man’s merit. 



 

 

The Roman letter is more formal and less personal than any other letter of Paul.  It is 
possible that this was done because of his intent for it to be universal.  It is not a 
thesis or a treatise (Romans 16:22).  Paul wrote the letter because he was “the 
apostle of the Gentiles” (Romans 11:13, 15:16). Rome was the capital of the Gentile 
world.  Paul, as a Roman citizen, was free to travel throughout the Empire.  He used 
his Jewish heritage and Roman citizenship to reach the masses.  He established 
Gentile churches in strategic centers around the world.  He worked in major cities.  
These events helped to spread the gospel to every creature on the earth. 
 

Audience: 
The letter is written to Roman Christians who Paul intended to visit.  We do not 
know who established the church in Rome but we do know that there were around 
50,000 Jews in Rome during Paul's day.  Total population was around 4 million.   
Archeological evidence suggests that there were at least 13 synagogues (based on 
ruins that have been discovered). 
 
We are not sure who took the gospel to Rome first.  Paul gives a hint in Romans 
15:20, when he says it was built on the foundation of others.  Many scholars believe 
that the Jews heard of the Christian movement.  They may have studied the 
prophesies and discovered the truth for themselves.  Another theory is that Acts 
2:10 says there were "visitors from Rome" at Pentecost.  These visitors may have 
become followers and went back to establish the church. 
 
The Christians suffered persecution in Rome soon after the church was established.  
In fact, Claudius had all Jews, and Christians (including Pricilla, Aquila) forced out of 
the city in 49 AD because they enraged him (Acts 18-19).  One writer in that day 
(Suetonius) said, "He expelled the Jews from Rome because on the instigation of 
Chrestus they were continually causing disturbances."  Further research shows that 
Chrestus also meant Christus or Christians.   This means the gospel was preached 
among the Jews as early as 49 AD or before.   
 
Acts 18 seems to imply that the work was already established when Paul arrived in 
Rome himself, as we assume Pricilla and Aquila were already in the church.  These 
two are mentioned in Romans 16 along with several others.  After Claudius' death 
the Jews returned to Rome, along with some Christians.  Paul probably wrote 
Romans at that time as he saw the door beginning to open again and he hoped to 
take advantage of the opportunity. 
 



 

 

Romans 1:8 reveals that the community of believers were well-known among the 
brotherhood.  Some of the Christians in Rome knew Paul before he arrived there 
(maybe from other missions).  Some of Paul's own relatives were a part of the 
church family at Rome (Romans 16:7, 11).  The church in Rome met in various 
locations.  One congregation met in the home of Aquila and Pricilla (Romans 16:5).  
According to I Corinthians 16:19, Colossians 4:15, Philemon 2, and Acts 18:7 
there were others.  They may have met collectively, but they specifically met in 
house churches. 
 

Key Verses: 
Romans 1:7, 1:16, 3:9-11, 3:21-24, 4:3, 5:1, 5:8, 6:23, 8:1, 8:9, 8:28, 8:31,  
8:37-39, 10:9-10, 10:14, 12:1-2, 12:19, 13:1, 16:16-17 
 

Outline: 
I. Introduction (1:1-17) 

II. Condemnation (1:18-3:20) 
III. Reconciliation (3:21-5:11) 
IV. Sanctification (5:12-8:39) 
V. Vindication (9:1-11:36) 

VI. Application (12:1-15:13) 
VII. Conclusion (15:14-16:27) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of I Corinthians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (I Corinthians 1:1, 16:21), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) 
identifies himself as the author of this letter.  There are few who doubt this as fact. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it in the spring of 57 AD in the city of 
Ephesus (I Corinthians 16:8) during his third missionary journey (Acts 19:1-41).  
This was shortly before the Jewish feast of Pentecost (I Corinthians 16:8). It could 
have been written as early as 55 AD, but definitely during his three years in 
Ephesus, and coincided with his tenure at the school of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9-10). 

 
Theme: 

The entire book is about maturity and dealing with church issues.  The problems at 
Corinth had reached Paul and the brethren in Ephesus.  This message came from 
two sources:  1) the household of Chloe (I Corinthians 1:11), and 2) a personal 
letter (I Corinthians 7:1), which was delivered by Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 
Achaicus (I Corinthians 16:17).  Paul recommends these men to the leadership of 
the church (eldership) to help the church seek balance.  It is doubtful that they had 
elders, so Paul may be suggesting these three men to the congregation for 
ordination and sends his blessings (I Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9). 

 
Audience: 

The intended audience is the church in Corinth.  Corinth was situated on the 
Isthmus of Greece (called Achaia in the Bible) between the Ionian Sea and the 
Aegean Sea (above the Mediterranean Sea).  It was around 50 miles east of Athens.  
It was a newer city, with a population of less than half a million people from all 
kinds of cultures, mostly pagan.  The temple of Venus (Aphrodite), was located there 
and it hosted 1000 priestesses dedicated to prostitution in the name of religion.  The 
church was established during Paul's second journey (Acts 18:1-18). 
 

Key Verses: 
 I Corinthians 1:10, 3:16-17, 6:12-20, 9:24-27, 10:13, 10:23, 12-13, 15:58,  
 16:1-4 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Outline: 
I. Problems Regarding Unity (chapter 1) 

II. Problems Regarding Sensitivity (chapter 2)  
III. Problems Regarding Immaturity (chapter 3) 
IV. Problems Regarding Humility (chapter 4) 
V. Problems Regarding Purity (chapter 5)  

VI. Problems Regarding Immorality (chapter 6) 
VII. Problems Regarding Sexuality (chapter 7) 

VIII. Problems Regarding Liberty (chapter 8)  
IX. Problems Regarding Idolatry (chapter 9) 
X. Problems Regarding Conformity (chapter 10)  

XI. Problems Regarding Loyalty (chapter 11) 
XII. Problems Regarding Spirituality (chapter 12) 

XIII. Problems Regarding Charity (chapter 13) 
XIV. Problems Regarding Stability (chapter 14) 
XV. Problems Regarding Authenticity (chapter 15) 

XVI. Problems Regarding Sincerity (chapter 16)



 

 

A Survey of the Book of II Corinthians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (II Corinthians 1:1, 10:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) 
identifies himself as the author of this letter.  Timothy also aided in its writing. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it shortly after the first letter, possibly 
within six months to a year from the first (I Corinthians 16:1, II Corinthians 8:10, 
9:2).  It is assumed to have been written in the fall of 57 AD in Ephesus (or the 
region of Macedonia) during his third missionary journey (Acts 19:1-41).   

 
Theme: 

The entire book is about hope and encouragement to the congregation, with the 
exception of chapters 10-13 that seem to be out of place.  When the problems at 
Corinth reached Paul because of the household of Chloe (I Corinthians 1:11), and a 
personal letter delivered by Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (I Corinthians 
7:1, 16:17).  Paul makes necessary recommendations, including three men who 
could serve in the leadership, and had those three men personally carry his first 
letter.  The church apparently needed continuous attention (four letters), so Paul 
sent Timothy to them (I Corinthians 4:17, 16:10-11), then himself made a 
"sorrowful" visit (II Corinthians 1:23-2:1), which didn't end well.  Therefore, he 
sent a letter through Titus (II Corinthians 2:3), which some scholars believe can be 
found attached at the end (II Corinthians 10-13), called the "sorrowful letter." 

 
Audience: 

The intended audience is the church in Corinth (See notes on I Corinthians and the 
Church in Corinth - Churches of Christ in the New Testament series).  This was a 
congregation that was struggling with Paul's advice in previous letters and visits.  
Several complained about his authenticity (II Corinthians 1:15-17), his speech (II 
Corinthians 10:10, 10:16), his financial situation (II Corinthians 11:7-9, 12:14), 
his purpose for calling for their repentance (II Corinthians 12:20-21), and even his 
apostleship (II Corinthians 10-13). 

 
Key Verses: 
 II Corinthians 1:3-4, 4:1, 4:7, 4:16-18, 5:20-21, 6:2, 6:14, 8-9, 12:7-13, 13:1-4 
 
 
 



 

 

Outline: 
I. Hope Through Consolation (chapter 1) 

II. Hope Through Instruction (chapter 2) 
III. Hope Through Commendation (chapter 3) 
IV. Hope Through Manifestation (chapter 4) 
V. Hope Through Reconciliation (chapter 5) 

VI. Hope Through Separation (chapter 6) 
VII. Hope Through Satisfaction (chapter 7) 

VIII. Hope Through Devotion (chapter 8) 
IX. Hope Through Demonstration (chapter 9) 
X. Hope Through Transformation (chapter 10) 

XI. Hope Through Declaration (chapter 11) 
XII. Hope Through Affection (chapter 12) 

XIII. Hope Through Examination (chapter 13)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of Galatians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (Galatians 1:1-3), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies 
himself as the author of this letter.  It is often lumped with Romans, I Corinthians, 
and II Corinthians as one of the major letters of the apostle. 

 
Date: 

This particular book is difficult to date.  The reason for this dilemma can be 
summarized by saying that there are two schools of thought.  Some scholars believe 
Paul wrote the book to the churches he and Barnabas started during the first 
missionary journey in the Southern parts of Galatia and others believe it was written 
much later during his third missionary journey and is written to a general audience.   
 
The term Galatia in the New Testament designates both a territory in north-central 
Turkey and a Roman province in the south.  In 25 BC this Celtic territory was 
converted into a Roman province called Galatia.  This province included parts of 
Phrygia, Pisidia, and Lycaonia (all referenced in the NT).  Therefore, the term Galatia 
can geographically describe the territory inhabited by the Celtic tribes from Gaul, or 
politically describe the entire Roman province.  This adds to the dating dilemma. 
 
Around 200 AD the Roman province was reduced to include only the ethnic 
Galatians (Celtics) and the double use of the term disappeared. Therefore, the 
traditional view  (now called the “North-Galatian theory”) became that Paul, on the 
second missionary journey, established churches in northern Galatia (Acts 16:6) 
and wrote the letter to the Galatians from Ephesus on the third missionary journey 
about AD 56. 
 
By the 19th century there were critics of this "traditional" view.  Sir Williams 
Ramsey popularized a new “South-Galatian theory.”  Ironically, the tables turned 
and this view is almost universally accepted today.  This theory maintains that while 
Luke uses ethnic-geographic designations (Acts 16:6, 18:23), Paul’s general 
practice was to use political designations (Romans 16, Galatians 1:1, I 
Corinthians 16:1).  Therefore, the letter to the Galatians was probably addressed to 
Christians in southern Galatia, or churches established on the first missionary 
journey (Acts 13-14).  This means he probably wrote it around 49 AD from Antioch 
in Syria.  The arguments for this date also include the confrontation of Paul and 
Peter described in Galatians 2 and the events of the Jerusalem counsel in Acts 15 
that must have taken place around the same time.   



 

 

Theme: 
The theme of the book seems to be the doctrine of justification by faith.  This was 
one of the topics close to Paul's heart (see Romans).  Some people have referred to 
Galatians as "little Romans."  Many of Paul's themes and thoughts overlap in an 
abbreviated form. 
 

Audience: 
The intended audience is the churches of Galatia.  The brethren in this region are 
mentioned by Paul in I Corinthians 16:1.  There is little doubt that Paul was 
influential in the establishment of many of these congregations (Galatians 1:2, 8-9, 
4:11-14, 19).  They were converted out of paganism (Galatians 2:3-4).   
 
It is interesting to note that Galatians is the only letter that Paul addressed to a 
group of congregations.  Each of these congregations were affected by the same 
disturbance (Galatians 1:6, 9, 5:7-9) which was prejudice.  Basically Jews verses 
Gentiles.  Jewish teachers were trying to convince Gentile converts that they had to 
become Jews before they could become Christians (Galatians 1-4).  This would have 
been a difficult topic to address, but due to Paul's great relationship with these 
congregations he is able to skillfully describe arguments for universal membership 
into the body of Christ.  The book of Acts tells us about some of these congregations.   
 
One of the most important congregations in Galatia was the church in Antioch of 
Pisidia.  If you follow their journeys (Acts 16-18), Paul and Barnabas reach the 
mainland from Cyprus.  They first land at Perga on the coast and then travel straight 
north about 100 miles to the city.  The synagogue in Antioch was made up of many 
proselytes (Acts 13-14).  They were very faithful. 
 
When the missionaries were forced out in Acts 13, they went to Iconium.  This is 60 
miles southeast of Antioch and bigger than Lystra or Derbe.  Paul and Barnabas got a 
similar reception as they did in Antioch of Pisidia.  Eventually a church is established 
before they are nearly stoned to death and have to leave quickly. 
 
The missionaries went on to Lystra (Lycaonia).  This was the boyhood home of an 
important convert named Timothy (Acts 16:1-2).  Roman and Jewish colonies 
established it around the third century BC.  The people were hospitable.  A lame 
man is healed here and there are a handful of Paul's sermons recorded from here 
(Acts 14, Acts 17).  Paul encounters people, like those described in Galatians 1, 
who confuse the men with gods.  Paul is stoned, but a group of Christians continue 
to meet after he leaves (Acts 14:19-20). 



 

 

Derbe is probably the last city Paul and Barnabas visited before retracing their steps 
home.  Luke doesn't tell us of any opposition in this city on the first trip.  Timothy is 
watching and learning from them and will be useful on the next trip.  They may have 
established a church in Perga and in other Galatian cities as well. 

 
Key Verses: 
 Galatians 1:6-9, 2:16, 2:20, 3:7, 3:13-14, 3:26-29, 4:6-7, 5:4, 5:22-23, 6:1-2,  
 6:7-9 
 
Outline: 

I. The Gospel & Grace (chapter 1)   
II. The Gospel & Authority (chapter 2)   

III. The Gospel & Faith (chapter 3)   
IV. The Gospel & Blessings (chapter 4) 
V. The Gospel & Freedom (chapter 5) 

VI. The Gospel & Daily Living (chapter 6) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of Ephesians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (Ephesians 1:1, 3:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies 
himself as the author of this letter.  The early church unanimously accepted it as 
from Paul.  However, there are critics of his authorship because of the likeness to 
Colossians, but we should consider the similarities between Romans and Galatians.  
It wasn’t unlike Paul to do this.  In fact, both Ephesians and Colossians share similar 
outlines, outlook, and theme.  Also, both letters were delivered by Tychicus 
(Ephesians 6:21-22, Colossians 4:7-8).   

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 60-62 AD in the city of Rome, 
while in a Roman prison (Ephesians 3:1, 4:1, 6:20).  This is why it is lumped with 
the other prison epistles.  Paul wrote it after he wrote the letter to Colossae (see 
Colossians notes). 

 
Theme: 

This letter is about Christian unity and reconciliation in Christ.   For this reason 
some consider Ephesians to be one of Paul’s most moving letters.  No book in the 
Bible exalts Christ and the church more than the book of Ephesians (Ephesians 
3:21).  This is important because religiously speaking the city was more diverse in 
religion than any other city in the Empire (emperor worship, Greek and Roman 
temples, etc.).  The Jews that lived in Ephesus maintained a large synagogue, but 
were heavily influenced by pagans.  In his letter, Paul calls them "Jewish exorcists." 
 
Paul may have helped in the establishment of the church in Ephesus at the end of his 
second missionary journey (Acts 18:20-21).  He spent three months there (Acts 
19:8-9), but Aquila and Pricilla stayed a while longer and converted Apollos (Acts 
18:24-26), a young man from Alexandria (Egypt).  Paul returned to Ephesus (Acts 
19:1-7) to find 12 other God-fearers like Apollos.  He teaches them and they are 
baptized.  Paul decided to stay an additional three months to teach in the synagogue 
(Acts 19:8-9).  There is little doubt that Paul’s work brought hardship upon himself 
and the church in that community.  Eventually he not was welcome in the 
synagogue.  He preformed many miracles and conducted himself admirably, but the 
people in this area were critical of those of "the Way" and persecuted the entire 
community of believers. 
 
 



 

 

Paul probably rented a lecture hall named after Tyrannus (Tyrant - students gave 
the nickname) or was a part of the university lifestyle while in Ephesus (Acts 
19:10).  Early writings tell us he lectured daily from 11 AM to 4 PM (for two years).  
It was also at this time that Paul supervised many other missionaries, works, and 
ministries from this location.  He worked with Timothy, Apollos, and Epaphras.  He 
was overseeing the work in Laodicea and Colosse.  Acts 19:10 says, "All the 
residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord" (Jews/Greeks).  He hopes his letter will 
keep the church together and united.   
 

Audience: 
The title and the first verse show us that the intended audience is the church in 
Ephesus.  However, this has been the source of some debate as it may have been 
intended for a universal audience.  There is a close connection between Ephesians 
and Colossians as we have already noted.  Any good reference Bible will show the 
close relationship between these two books.  It is interesting to note that the words 
“in Ephesus” (Ephesians 1:1) are missing in our three oldest existing copies of this 
letter (Chester Beatty papyrus, Codex Sinaiticus, and Codex Vaticanus).  This 
accounts for the different ways the first verse is translated (KJV and RSV). This 
omission allows scholars to speculate on “to whom” the letter was written.  The title, 
“to the Ephesians” may not have been part of the original letter, as is true of many of 
the titles of New Testament books, but it is clear who was intended to read the book.  
 
The audience, whether general or specific, need to know God’s seven-fold plan for 
unity that is found in this book (Ephesians 4:1-7).  Ephesus may have been a very 
successful and thriving congregation, with many significant leaders (Paul, John, 
Timothy, etc.) but it is not enough for them to be without criticism.  There is no 
“perfect” church.   
 
No doubt Paul faced some adversity during the latter years of his ministry in 
Ephesus which led them to respect him even more.  One significant event was when 
he became embroiled in a dispute with artisans, whose livelihood depended on 
selling the statuettes of Artemis in the Temple of Artemis (Acts 19:23-41).  This 
story would have been one of the famous tales of the apostle Paul.  During his time 
in this city he also wrote I Corinthians (see I Corinthians notes) which helped to 
keep the church on the spiritual map. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

There may be no other church with so much emphasis in the New Testament, with 
maybe the exception of Antioch and Jerusalem.  John's ministry in Ephesus was also 
successful.  In fact, it was associated with John more than Paul (see John, I-III John, 
and Revelation notes).  Timothy also served the congregation as a minister and a 
bishop/elder (traditionally Onesimus too).  Church history tells us that Timothy 
served as a shepherd in Ephesus for about 15 years along with John (see Philemon, I 
& II Timothy notes).   
 
There are also several women had successful ministries in the city of Ephesus.  
Pricilla and her husband Aquila are well-known for their work in this city.  Jesus' 
mother Mary lived here and worshipped with this congregation.  History also tells 
us that Mary Magedlene was a teacher here in Ephesus. 

 
Key Verses: 
 Ephesians 1:3, 2:19-22, 3:5, 3:20-21, 4:1-6, 4:11-16, 4:30, 5:15, 5:22-23,  
 6:10-20 
 
Outline: 

I. Our Will in Christ (1) 
II. Our Wealth in Christ (2) 
III. Our Work in Christ (3) 
IV. Our Walk in Christ (4) 
V. Our Ways in Christ (5) 
VI. Our Warfare in Christ (6) 
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A Survey of the Book of Philippians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (Philippians 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies 
himself as the author of this letter.  The early church unanimously accepted it as 
from Paul, but there are questions about the date and place of writing.  This letter is 
considered to be one of the most loving, warm, and personal of all that Paul wrote.   

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 60-62 AD in the city of Rome, 
while in a Roman prison (Philippians 1:12-20).  This is why it is lumped with the 
other prison epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon).  He also wrote another 
letter to the Laodiceans (Colossians 4:16), unfortunately, Paul’s letter to the 
Laodiceans has been lost (I Corinthians 5:9).  We can see from the other Prison 
epistles the spirit that must have been reflected in that lost epistle. 
 
There are a few who doubt whether or not Paul wrote it from a Roman prison cell, 
however, there are clues to this fact.  For instance, in Philippians 1:13 Paul 
mentions the palace guard and in Philippians 4:22 he references Caesar’s 
household.  It also seems from his writing that wherever he was staying it was a 
long ordeal.  Those who do question the location of the writing try to point to his 
time in Ephesus (Acts 19-20) or his imprisonment in Caesarea (Acts 24-26) as 
possible locations.  However, we have no reference to an imprisonment in Ephesus 
and the imprisonment in Caesarea was further from Philippi than Rome. 

 
Theme: 

This letter is about living a joyful Christian life.   Paul is attempting to encourage his 
readers but also challenge their way of thinking.  If we could choose to be a member 
of one of the New Testament congregations, we would probably choose Philippi.  If 
we could choose to receive a letter, this would probably be it.  This group seemed to 
embody the spirit of Christ.  The church seems to have a spirit of love and generosity 
(II Corinthians 8:1-5) as it would have been a part of all the Macedonian churches 
described there.  
 
Paul wanted the congregation in Philippi to know what he was experiencing trials 
but he got through them because of his faith and strength in Christ.  Therefore, he 
has only praise for them and reflects a positive state of mind despite his 
imprisonment.  The terms “joy” and “rejoice” appear sixteen times in this letter.   
 



 

 

In order to reveal the need for the church to have joy Paul evaluates his own life and 
circumstances (Philippians 3:12-16).  He tells his secret of own contentment in 
Christ (Philippians 4:10-13).  Paul was not perfect, and his life was not free of 
problems, but he found a way to rely on God (Philippians 2:1-11). 
 

Audience: 
The church of Philippi was the intended audience.  The origins of the church are 
recorded in Acts 16. The church began because of the work of Paul, Silas, Timothy, 
and Luke because of the Macedonian call.  Remember that Paul received a vision of a 
Macedonian man saying, “Come over and help us” (Acts 16:9). 
 
The missionary team had success early on with a ladies prayer group that met 
outside the city (Lydia).  It should be noted that it was Paul’s usual custom to go to 
the synagogue first, so why did he stray from that pattern (Acts 13:14, 17:1-2)?  We 
really don't know, but it is assumed that there was not a synagogue in Philippi, and 
that the Jews in the city were already restricted from group assembly, and meeting 
on their own.  It was also tradition that you needed ten men to start a formal 
synagogue so there may not have been enough men to form one yet. 

 
The Jews were not embraced in Macedonia.  The people in that region saw Yahweh 
as a foreign God.  Some prominent Roman cities restricted worship to outside the 
city gates. There is a very interesting statement in Acts 16:20-21 that hints to this 
fact. The mission team was accused of being Jews, or at least followers of a branch of 
Judaism, so they were advocating an illegal practice (and stirring up the locals over 
the slave girl). 
 
By the end of their ministry in Philippi three households became the nucleus of a 
new congregation. There was the aristocratic family of Lydia (Acts 16:11-15), the 
middle-class family of the jailor (Acts 16:25-34), and the lower class slave girl (Acts 
16:16-18).  Within ten years this nucleus had become a full-fledged congregation 
with “bishops and deacons” (Philippians 1:1).  On his first visit we see Paul casting 
out demons, and performing miracles, but ten years later he simply trusts in God for 
the recovery of the sick (Philippians 2:25-27). This should tell us something about 
the purpose and duration of miracles in the first Christian century and the maturity 
of the churches of Christ.  He also commended two preachers/church leaders 
including Timothy who was a regular visitor, and Epaphroditus (the minister in 
Philippi). 
 

 



 

 

Key Verses: 
 Philippians 1:6, 1:21, 1:29, 2:3, 2:5-11, 3:9-10, 3:13-14, 3:20, 4:4, 4:6-8,  
 4:13, 4:19 
 
Outline: 
 I.  The Single Mind – Chapter 1  

II.  The Submissive Mind – Chapter 2  
III.  The Spiritual Mind - Chapter 3  
IV.  The Secure Mind - Chapter 4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of Colossians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (Colossians 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies 
himself as the author of this letter.  He uses Timothy to aid him with the writing 
(Colossians 1:1).  The early church unanimously accepted it as from Paul.  
However, there are critics of his authorship because of the likeness to Ephesians, 
but we should consider the similarities between Romans and Galatians.  It wasn’t 
unlike Paul to do this.  In fact, both Ephesians and Colossians share similar outlines, 
outlook, and theme.  Both letters were delivered by Tychicus along with the book of 
Philemon (Ephesians 6:21-22, Colossians 4:7-8).  Paul also puts some emphasis 
on Onesimus in this book (Colossians 4:9). 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 60-62 AD in the city of Rome, 
while in a Roman prison (Colossians 4:4, 18).  This is why it is lumped with the 
other prison epistles.  Paul wrote it around the same time that he wrote Philemon 
(see Philemon notes) but prior to Ephesians (see Ephesians notes).  He also wrote 
another letter to the Laodiceans (Colossians 4:16).  In fact, Paul asks this 
congregation to read the letter to Laodicea publically.  This gives the most accurate 
picture of how the twenty-seven books of the New Testament were collected.  
Unfortunately, Paul’s letter to the Laodiceans has been lost (I Corinthians 5:9). 

 
Theme: 

This letter is about the supremacy of Christ.   The people in Colossae were very 
affluent and familiar with popular culture.  Colossae was an ancient city of about 
500 years when Paul wrote this letter.  It was known for a peculiar purple wool 
(colossinus).  The city stood on a trade route from Ephesus to the Euphrates. 
However, the trade route changed and the neighboring cities of Laodicea and 
Hierapolis became the greater cities.  Colossae was the last prominent city to get 
Paul’s attention through letters. 
 
Paul was worried about some erroneous doctrines that were beginning there. The 
exact origin of this false teaching is unknown.  Some say it was Essenism or 
Gnosticism.  It may have been a contemporary Judaism with a syncretism of local 
Phrygian ideas.  Nevertheless, Paul met these errors by presenting the all-sufficient 
Christ. He reveals that Jesus was not superhuman, but God in the flesh.  He created 
all things.  He provides the hope of salvation (the gospel) and the means of salvation 
(His precious blood). 



 

 

In Colossians, Paul wants to present Jesus Christ as the image of the invisible God, in 
whom are the treasures of wisdom, knowledge, and divine perfection (Colossians 
1:15-23).  On the cross, Jesus Christ revealed His importance and freedom from 
corruption and newness of life is found in His death and resurrection (Colossians 
2:8-15).  Paul does not critique, condemn, or judge the Colossian heresy, but 
delivers a positive case for Christian truth. 
 

Audience: 
The church of Colossae was the intended audience.  This congregation was probably 
established on Paul’s third missionary journey during his ministry in Ephesus. 
However, it is possible that the congregation was not started by Paul.  We have no 
record of Paul ever traveling to this city (Colossians 1:9, 2:1), but Epaphras had a 
wonderful relationship with this congregation (Colossians 1:5-7).  The church may 
have been established by Timothy (Colossians 1:1), Epaphras (Colossians 1:7, 
4:12-13), or even those who were returned from Pentecost (Acts 2:10).  Luke 
records that Phrygians were present that day.   
 
The church was lead by a Gentile preacher named Archippus (Colossians 4:17).   
The fact that the evangelist was a Gentile must have affected its outreach.  The 
congregation would have struggled with the Jew vs. Gentile scenario as a church.  
This would be something the Gnostics and Judiazing teachers would have exploited.  
However, Paul encourages fellowship with the church at Laodicea.  They needed to 
fellowship with other strong congregations to give them strength.  Also this 
Colossian heresy could have influenced other churches nearby, so communication is 
a key.  
 
The letter from Paul is very intriguing and challenging to all who read it.  The letter 
deals with a lot of heretical teaching that influenced the church there, but we are 
blessed to take away something positive when we read it.  Even the casual reader 
can see that the Colossian heresy was threatening the work of the church and Paul is 
writing to keep the church on the same page.   
 
Paul’s work in the school of Tyrannus, while in Ephesus, would have given him the 
opportunity to share these thoughts with many others (Acts 19:10).  Early writings 
tell us he lectured daily from 11 AM to 4 PM (for two years).  Paul supervised 
missionaries, works, and ministries like the one in Colosse, Ephesus, and Laodicea.  
He mentored people like Timothy, Apollos, and Epaphras who would also carry this 
message of hope to their home congregations and to the world.   
 



 

 

Other significant members of this church included Philemon and Onesimus 
(Philemon 1, Colossians 4:9).  Because the congregation was affluent, and well 
connected to others within the Christian fellowship, it may have stood for quite 
some time after the first century.  Recently archaeologists have uncovered the ruins 
of an ancient church there.   

 
Key Verses: 
 Colossians 1:9-14, 1:18, 2:8, 2:13-15, 2:18-19, 3:1-7, 3:12-17, 3:20, 4:2-6,  
 4:16-17 
 
Outline: 
 I. The Supreme Christ (1:1-29) 
 II. The Supreme Gospel (2:1-23) 
 III. The Supreme Life (3:1-4:1) 
 IV. The Supreme Fellowship (4:2-18) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of I Thessalonians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (I Thessalonians 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) 
identifies himself as the author of this letter.  He uses Silas (Silvanus) and Timothy 
to aid him with the writing.  The early church unanimously accepted it as from Paul 
and quoted it often.  

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 49-51 AD in the city of Corinth.  
There is little doubt that this letter was one of the earliest letters that Paul wrote, 
and it may be the first, depending on the date of Galatians.  It was written during the 
second missionary journey when he was accompanied by Silas (Acts 15:22) and 
just a few months after they had established the congregation in Thessalonica (Acts 
17:1-9). 
 
The book of Acts reveals that the missionaries reasoned with those in the synagogue 
for three Sabbaths before having success.  They probably only stayed in 
Thessalonica for a few months and then went on to Berea (Acts 17:10), Athens 
(Acts 17:15), and eventually Corinth (Acts 18:1).  While in Athens, Paul sent 
Timothy back to visit the brethren in Thessalonica and then met up with him in 
Corinth where he got the report and then wrote this letter. 

 
Theme: 

This letter is about preparing for the second coming of Jesus.  Since Paul’s stay in 
Thessalonica was brief he didn’t have time to describe all the aspects of living a holy 
life and how to anticipate for the Lord’s coming.  The church was still struggling 
with immorality and weak faith.   
 
The latter part of this letter has been the subject of much study and debate.  Paul, 
while attempting to encourage the brethren (I Thessalonians 4:18), apparently he 
opened up a “can of worms” regarding the end times and would have to clarify more 
in a second letter.  In this first letter he tells of the resurrection of the righteous dead 
and the “changing” of those alive when Christ comes again (I Thessalonians 
4:13ff).  Paul does not address when this would take place, except to give the 
impression it would happen suddenly.  He taught that Christ would come as a “thief 
in the night” (I Thessalonians 5:2) but no one knew when this would happen 
(Matthew 24:36, 25:13). 
 



 

 

Audience: 
The church of Thessalonica was the intended audience.  Thessalonica was the 
capital of the Roman province of Macedonia.  Its inhabitants were Roman citizens 
who were ruled by officials know as “politarchs” (Acts 17:6-8).   Remember that 
Paul was called to do missions here.  Aristarchus and Secundus (of Thessalonica) 
were believers that labored with him (Acts 20:4, 27:2). 

 
Key Verses: 
 I Thessalonians 1:2, 1:5, 2:6-7, 2:12, 3:9-10, 3:13, 4:3, 4:11, 4:13-18, 5:2-6,  
 5:9, 5:17-19 
 
Outline: 

I.  Commendation for Faithfulness (1:1-10)  
II.  Counseling for Persecution (2:1-20)  
III.  Concern for the Future (3:1-4:12)  
IV.  Caution About the 2nd Coming (4:13-5:11)  
V.  Concluding Exhortations (5:12-28)  

http://www.meandertravel.com/biblicalanatolia/biblical_anatolia.php?details=thessalonica&m=4&md=sc4


 

 

A Survey of the Book of II Thessalonians 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (II Thessalonians 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) 
identifies himself as the author of this letter.  He uses Silas (Silvanus) and Timothy 
to aid him with the writing, like he did in the first letter.  The early church 
unanimously accepted it as from Paul and quoted it often.  

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 50-51 AD in the city of Corinth.  It 
was written as a follow-up letter to clarify some things mentioned in the first letter 
and to help ease the suffering of the saints. It was written during the second 
missionary journey when he was accompanied by Silas and Timothy in Corinth 
(Acts 18). 

 
Theme: 

This letter is about the judgment of God.   He jumps right into subject in the first 
chapter and then addresses some correspondence between himself and the 
Thessalonians (II Thessalonians 2:1). Paul must have been very concerned with 
the brethren as he describes the imminent apostasy or “falling away” (II 
Thessalonians 2:7, I Timothy 4:1) that restrained the work and negated his own 
preaching and teaching. 
 
Paul points out that the real enemy of the faith is the lawless one, and he would be 
revealed in their suffering (II Thessalonians 2:8-10). This activity of the “lawless 
one” could be the protagonists in the Jewish war against the Romans when the 
Temple was destroyed (70 AD).  It could also be referring to the Roman emperors in 
general or specifically Nero (54–64 AD) and Domitian (96 AD).   He also reveals that 
miraculous activity from the “man of sin” proves that even Satan and his angels can 
do amazing things.  In fact, the Old Testament and the New Testament affirm that it 
is not just God’s people who can work miracles or participate in the supernatural. 

 
Audience: 

The church of Thessalonica was the intended audience.  Paul intended for them to 
prepare for the   “day of the Lord” (II Thessalonians 2:2) which is an Old 
Testament expression first described in Amos 5:18-20.  It is a day of darkness and 
calamity.  He encourages the church to be prepared for a day like this when Jesus 
would return (II Thessalonians 2:8).   
 



 

 

It should be noted that there have been many “days of the Lord” in history.  One 
need not apply this expression exclusively to the second coming of Christ (Joel 2 & 
Acts 2).   This great tribulation may have taken place in the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Titus (70 AD), rather than the end of the world (Matthew 24:15-35).  Clearly, 
Paul anticipated that these people would see a fulfillment of this prophesy in their 
lifetime.  

 
Key Verses: 
 II Thessalonians 1:3, 1:6, 1:11, 2:1-3, 2:7-8, 2:13, 3:1, 3:6, 3:10-11, 3:14-15 
 
Outline: 

I.  God Will Bring Judgment (1:1-12)  
II.  God Will Send Christ (2:1-12)  
III.  God Will Reward the Faithful (2:13-17)  
IV.  God Will Remain Faithful (3:1-5)  
 V.  God Will Discipline His People (3:6-15)  
VI.  Concluding Remarks (3:16-18) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the First Letter to Timothy 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (I Timothy 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies 
himself as the author of this letter.  The early church accepted it as from Paul, but 
recent scholars will try to debate this fact.  There is strong internal and external 
evidence that it was written by him. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 62-65 AD from Macedonia.  As the 
book of Acts concludes it is evident that Paul is headed for prison (62 AD?).  The first 
letter to Timothy would have been written soon after those events.  In fact, churches 
were planted all over Macedonia after the second missionary journey and in 
Ephesus on the third journey.  Paul had apparently left Timothy in this region to 
serve the congregations (I Timothy 1:3), possibly in fear that he would not return 
from a Roman imprisonment (Acts 26-28).  After his release, probably in the spring 
of 63 AD, Paul went east (Romans 15:22) and also planned to visit Timothy and 
Titus (I Timothy 3:14, 4:13, Titus 3:12).   Since very little of this book deals with a 
heavy persecution upon the church, I Timothy and Titus were evidently written 
before Nero blamed the burning of Rome on the Christians (July, 64 AD).   

 
Theme: 

This letter is lumped with the “Pastoral Epistles” because of the content and nature 
of it.  It was clearly meant for the preacher, not the congregation.  However, there is 
nothing wrong with the entire congregation learning of its contents (see Philemon).  
Timothy was a younger colleague, but Paul gives the minister authority to appoint 
elders, rebuke the false teachers, and nurture the flock.  He gives guidance and 
direction for the spiritual life of a church leader.   

 
Audience: 

The letter is personally addressed to young Timothy (I Timothy 4:12), whom he 
regarded as his “true son in the faith” (I Timothy 1:2), the minister of the 
congregation in Ephesus (I Timothy 1:3).  It should be noted that Paul met Timothy 
in Lystra.  Timothy’s parents were in a mixed marriage.  His father was Greek and 
his mother, Eunice (Acts 16:1, II Timothy 1:5) was a Jew.  His grandmother Lois 
was also a very influential person in Timothy’s life (II Timothy 1:5).   
 
 
 



 

 

Paul had a strong influence on this young man and was able to persuade him to do 
many amazing things.  Since racial descent was determined by the mother in this 
culture, and because it was feared by the churches that his ministry might prove 
difficult, Paul had Timothy circumcised not long after his conversion and after some 
serious debate (Acts 16:3).  It should also be noted that none of Paul’s companions 
are mentioned as often as Timothy. 

 
Key Verses: 
 I Timothy 1:5-7, 1:17, 2:1-7, 3:1-13, 3:16, 4:1-5, 4:12, 5:3-16, 5:19-20, 6:6,  
 6:12, 6:17-19 
 
Outline: 

I.  The Teaching of a Church Leader ( 1:1-20) 
II.  The Prayer Life of a Church Leader (2:1-15) 
III.  The Qualifications of a Church Leader (3:1-16) 
IV.  The Life of a Church Leader (4:1-16) 
V.  The Work of a Church Leader (5:1-25) 
VI. The Perseverance of a Church Leader (6:1-21) 



 

 

A Survey of the Second Letter to Timothy 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (II Timothy 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies 
himself as the author of this letter.  The early church accepted it as from Paul, but 
recent scholars will try to debate this fact.  There is strong internal and external 
evidence that it was written by him. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 64-65 AD in the city of Rome, 
while in a Roman prison and preparing for his death (II Timothy 1:8, 16-17).  As 
mentioned in the notes from I Timothy, the book of Acts has Paul headed for a 
Roman prison around 60-62 AD.  Luke’s detailed account of the trip is found in the 
latter chapters (Acts 26-28).  Acts leaves the question of Paul’s release unanswered, 
but there is ample evidence that he was released after the two years (Acts 28:30, I 
Timothy, Titus).  Upon his release, probably in the spring of 63 AD, Paul went east 
(Romans 15:22) and also planned to visit Timothy and Titus (I Timothy 3:14, 
4:13, Titus 3:12).  However, when Nero blamed the burning of Rome on the 
Christians (July, 64 AD) and began a harsh persecution, Paul may have had to alter 
his plans.  During this persecution Paul was imprisoned a second time in Rome and 
died in 66 or 67 A.D. (II Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18).  Tradition says he was beheaded. 

 
Theme: 

Along with the first letter to Timothy and Titus, this book is lumped with the 
“Pastoral Epistles.”  It was clearly meant to be a final word of encouragement to the 
young preacher, protégé, and friend of the apostle.  Much like the first letter, Paul 
identifies things every young preacher should know, believe, and teach.  He 
addresses certain challenges but shows how the eternal benefits far outweigh the 
present circumstances.  It is the opinion of many that the last chapter of this book is 
the most personal and touching of anything Paul ever wrote.  It is his farewell 
message. 

 
Audience: 

The letter is personally addressed to young Timothy, whom he regarded as his 
“beloved son”       (II Timothy 1:2, 2:1).  He was still ministering in Ephesus (II 
Timothy 4:19).  Remember that Paul met Timothy in Lystra, personally knew his 
mother Eunice and grandmother Lois who apparently taught him the Holy 
Scriptures from his youth (Acts 16:1, II Timothy 1:5, 3:15), and he mentions 
Timothy more frequently than any other companion.   



 

 

Paul had already faced his first preliminary hearing and was ready for a formal trial.  
He was abandoned by all of his companions except Luke (II Timothy 4:10-11).  One 
witness, Alexander, is mentioned to have testified against him (II Timothy 4:14).  
Paul expected imminent death, therefore, Timothy is seen as the last hope (along 
with Mark) for some of Paul’s final requests (II Timothy 4:6-9, 11, 13, 21).   

 
Key Verses: 
 II Timothy 1:7, 1:12, 13-14, 2:2, 2:10-13, 2:15, 2:22-26, 3:1-5, 3:12, 3:16-17,  
 4:2, 4:6-8, 4:17 
 
Outline: 

I.  The Ministry of a Church Leader (1:1-18) 
II.  The Strength of a Church Leader (2:1-26) 
III.  The Challenges of a Church Leader (3:1-17) 
IV.  The Testimony of a Church Leader (4:1-22) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Letter to Titus 
 
Author: 

Paul, the apostle (Titus 1:1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies himself as 
the author of this letter.  Traditionally we do not know much about the background 
and intent of the letter, but we know how it was received….very well!  The early 
church accepted it as from the authority of Paul, although modern day scholars like 
to debate other possible authors and intended purposes.   

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 62-65 AD from Macedonia at the 
same time and location that he wrote the first letter to Timothy.  As the book of Acts 
concludes it is evident that Paul is headed for prison, but wanted to encourage the 
younger preachers.  Therefore, he wrote the first letter to Timothy and this one to 
Titus just in case he did not return from a Roman imprisonment (Acts 26-28, Titus 
3:13).  After his release, probably in the spring of 63 AD, Paul went east (Romans 
15:22) and also planned to visit Timothy and Titus (I Timothy 3:14, 4:13, Titus 
3:12).   Since very little of this book deals with a heavy persecution upon the church, 
I Timothy and Titus were evidently written before Nero blamed the burning of 
Rome on the Christians (July, 64 AD) when the church was still in its infancy and the 
most significant problems they faced were within the fellowship, not without.   

 
Theme: 

This letter is associated with the “Pastoral Epistles” because of the content.  Paul 
encourages Titus to keep working steadfastly.  It was clearly meant for the preacher, 
not the congregation, but as with the letters to Timothy and Philemon one can see 
that the whole church could benefit from its content.  While Timothy is clearly 
identified as a younger colleague, Paul speaks to Titus with a different tone and with 
a shorter message, which gives the assumption that he was older and more mature.  
Like Timothy, Titus is given authority to appoint elders, rebuke the false teachers, 
and nurture the flock, but more emphasis is placed on daily living.  Paul addresses 
church unity, morality, and Christian obligations in the community.     

 
Audience: 

The letter is personally addressed to Titus whom Paul considered to be a “true son 
in our common faith” (Titus 1:4).   Paul had apparently left Titus on the island of 
Crete to serve the congregations (Titus 1:5) and set things in order.   
 
 



 

 

We are given insight into the mindset of those in this congregation and community 
from Paul’s own words: deceptive, ignorant, liars, evil, lazy gluttons.  They were 
struggling with leadership, Legalistic false teaching, idolatry, and immorality. 

 
Key Verses: 
 Titus 1:2, 1:5,-9, 1:15, 2:1-8, 2:11-14, 2:15, 3:1, 3:3-7, 3:9-11, 3:14 
 
Outline: 

I.  Instruction For Church Organization (1)  
II. Instruction For Christian Obligation (2)  
III. Instruction For Correct Operation (3)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Letter to Philemon 
 

Author: 
Paul, the apostle (Philemon 1), formerly Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8-9) identifies himself 
as the author of this letter.  The early church unanimously accepted it as from Paul.  
This letter is unlike the other prison epistles in that it is addressed to a person and 
not to a congregation.  However, it was circulated and read along with other letters.  
Paul was also aided by Timothy in this letter. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that Paul wrote it around 60-62 AD in the city of Rome, 
while in a Roman prison (Philemon 1, 9-13, 23).  This is why it is lumped with the 
other prison epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians).  He also wrote 
another letter to the Laodiceans (Colossians 4:16) but unfortunately it has been 
lost.  Philemon can be compared to the book of Colossians because many of the same 
people in this little letter are also mentioned in that book (i.e. Timothy, Aristarchus, 
Archippus, Mark, Epaphras, Luke, Onesimus, and Demas).  They were no doubt 
written at the same time. 

 
Theme: 

This letter is about brotherly love and forgiveness.  The recipient is a member of the 
church and a master of slaves.  It should be noted that this was not uncommon, but 
when an opportunity to show grace to a former slave presents itself Paul takes the 
opportunity to teach.  Paul’s letter gives us inspired insight into the slavery system 
and the growing conflicts and prejudices facing the New Testament church. 

 
Audience: 

The letter is personally addressed to Philemon, Apphia (wife), Archippus (son), and 
the church in their house.  The letter concerns Onesimus, a slave who stole from his 
master (Philemon 19) and escaped to Rome, where he came into contact with Paul.  
We have no way of knowing how or why Onesimus visited Paul in prison.  However, 
Paul converts him and sends him back to his master.  Evidently actions taken before 
you become a Christian still count and repentance includes recompense for past 
sins, so long as one is able. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

This letter does not denounce Philemon’s right to hold slaves, but does command 
that forgiveness be given to Onesimus.  Upon his return he is no longer a slave but a 
beloved brother (Philemon 16).  This would have been a hot topic in this day 
because in the Roman Empire there were about 60 million slaves. Hefty rewards 
were given for their return.  During our own Civil War in America the letter to 
Philemon was heralded. 

 
Key Verses: 
 Philemon 4, 7, 11, 15-17, 20, 21 
 
Outline: 

I. Paul’s Prayer (1-9) 
II. Paul’s Plea (10-16) 

III. Paul’s Pledge (17-25) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Letter to the Hebrews 
 

Author: 
The book of Hebrews is different.  There may not be a more debated book, in 
regards to authorship, date, and audience greater than the book of Hebrews.  This 
book, the letters of John, the gospels, and Acts are the only books in the New 
Testament with no name attached.  Therefore, we have to err on the side of tradition 
if we hope to establish authorship.  Of course, with the aforementioned books 
scholarship and tradition are usually in agreement.  With Hebrews, things are much 
different.  Origen was once quoted saying, “God alone knows who wrote Hebrews.”  
However, that doesn’t stop us from speculating. 
 
Since it is an anonymous book almost everyone mentioned in the New Testament 
has been nominated as its author.  Tertullian nominated Barnabas (as a close 
associate of Paul’s this has merit). Clement of Alexandria and Origen suggested Luke 
as the translator (the fantastic grammar and language gives this merit), but 
eventually concluded it could have been Paul.  Martin Luther suggested Apollos who 
was an Alexandrian Jewish convert with much influence in the first century.   A. 
Harnack and modern day scholars believe the letter is anonymous because a woman 
wrote it.  Therefore, they nominated Priscilla (and Aquila).  Even others have 
suggested Timothy, Clement of Rome, or another disciple.  Many will argue that it 
could have been Paul (Origen, Eusebius, Jerome, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas), but 
this seems doubtful.  Why is it unlikely that Paul wrote this letter?  Paul always 
identified himself in the introduction or benediction of his letters to prove its 
authenticity. The style is different.  The book deals with lots of theology, which Paul 
avoided.  The fact is that it was inspired by the Holy Spirit (II Timothy 3:16-17). 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted it was written in the mid 60’s AD.  A latter date is unlikely 
because the book seems to be written by an eyewitness to Christ’s death or 
acquainted with those who walked with Jesus (Hebrews 2:3-4).  The writer 
encourages the readers to remember the former days (Hebrews 10:32), showing 
that the church was still in its infancy.  It seems that the first leaders, possibly the 
apostles, were dead (Hebrew 13:7-9) and now new leaders had arisen to take 
oversight (Hebrews 13:7, 17, 24).  The word used here means to lead or guide 
(Matthew 2:6, Luke 22:26, Acts 7:10, 14:12, 15:22).  It seems, therefore, that the 
author is helping congregations see the transition from the leadership of the 
apostles to local elderships. 
 



 

 

Theme: 
This book is about the supremacy of Christ, especially the first seven chapters.  
Christ is greater than the prophets and angels (Hebrews 1:4-14), greater than 
Moses and Joshua (Hebrews 3:1–4:13), and greater than the Levitical priesthood 
(Hebrews 4:14–7:28).   Specifically, the priests were to come from the tribe of Levi 
but Christ came from the priesthood of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7, Genesis 14). 
 
This letter is about how life can be better in Christ, compared to Judaism.   It is often 
classed with Romans and Revelation as one of the most difficult.  It demands an 
accurate knowledge of the Old Testament, especially the Hebrew sacrificial system.  
The reader must understand the five books of Moses and how they compare with 
the transition Jesus describes in the Sermon on the Mount.  The old law was being 
fulfilled and a new law was ushering in a new covenant (Hebrews 8–10). 
 

Audience: 
The letter is traditionally titled “Hebrews” because it seems to be addressed to 
Jewish Christians. It is hard to know who it was intended for and why it was written, 
but clearly much preparation went into it.  Between the scholarship and language it 
is a fascinating book and it would have been well circulated in Jewish circles.   
 
The last three chapters discuss how practical and faithful living is required of all 
disciples.  The author described how life in Christ requires suffering.  If the 
Christians who received this letter had not yet felt the effects of Roman persecution, 
they were suffering at the hands of the Jews.  Clearly, the author wants them to 
realize that this would continue to get worse. 
 
Heroes of the faith are put on a pedestal in the book.  The author includes a brief 
synopsis about Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and others who 
conquered kingdoms and accomplished great things because of their faith in God 
(Hebrews 11:32-40).  Then, in chapter 12 the author tells of how those who have 
gone before us now stand as witnesses to our Christian race.  The suffering of Christ 
and the final victory of his immovable kingdom are now our focus.  This is why the 
author expresses the necessity of being thankful to God for salvation in Christ.  
Because of what God has done, and will do, we should live by faith, be kind to our 
neighbor, pray for our government, and be loyal to the church leaders. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Key Verses: 
 Hebrews 1:1-2, 2:3, 2:14-18, 3:16-19, 4:1-3, 4:14-16, 5:12-14, 6:4-6, 6:13-18, 
 7:11-13, 7:26-28, 8:3-6, 9:1-5, 9:23-28, 10:19-25, 10:30-31, 11:1, 11:6,  
 11:32-40, 12:1-2, 12:12, 12:28-29, 13:1-3, 13:7, 13:17, 13:22-24 
 
Outline: 

I. The Basis for Christ’s Superiority (1:1–10:18) 
  A.  Christ is Superior to the Prophets (1:1-4) 
  B.  Christ is Superior to the Angels (1:5–2:18) 
  C.  Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1–4:13) 
  D.  Christ is Superior to Aaron (4:14–7:28) 
  E.  Christ’s New Covenant is Superior to the Old Covenant (8:1–10:18) 
II.  The Practicality of Christ’s Superiority (10:19–13:17) 
  A.  Exhortation to Enter the New Sanctuary (10:19-31) 
  B.  Exhortation to Endure Persecution (10:32-39) 
  C.  Exhortation of Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
  D.  Exhortation to Endure Chastening (12:1-29) 
  E.  Exhortation for Christian Living (13:1-17) 
III.  The Concluding Instructions (13:18-25) 
  A.  The Request of the Author for Prayer (13:18-19) 
  B.  The Readers of the Letter are Blessed (13:20-21) 
  C.  The Readers of the Letter are Exhorted (13:22) 
  D. The Release of Timothy (13:23) 
  E.  The Romans Send Their Greetings (13:24-25) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Survey of the Letter of James 
 

Author: 
The book of James claims to be written by “James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (James 1:1).  The name James is the English form of Jacob.  There are 
at least four men called James in the New Testament.  Of those four, James, the 
Lord’s brother, is the best candidate for authorship and it is accredited to him by 
most early church scholars (Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3).  
 
It should be noted that James was an unbeliever during the Lord’s ministry (John 
7:5).  It was only after a special resurrection appearance did James come to believe 
(I Corinthians 15:7, Acts 1:14, 2:4).   This certainly helped the case for the 
resurrection because Jesus’ own brother, a former doubter, had now become a 
disciple.  After his conversion James became an early leader in the church at 
Jerusalem (Acts 12:17, 15:13, 21:18, Galatians 1:19, 2:9, 12) and a very 
influential member of the fellowship of Christians.  He is called a “pillar” in the 
church by Paul (Galatians 2:9).  It seems that he assumed this role after Peter left 
Palestine (Acts 12:17). 
 
According to tradition, James was put to death by the Jewish High Priest at 
Jerusalem in 62 AD.  James’ letter was among the last to be given a place in the Bible. 
In 323 AD it was listed as one of the disputed biblical books but read in most 
churches because of its content and connection to Jesus and the Jerusalem church.  
The book is considered the most “Jewish” of the books in the New Testament. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted to have been penned when the church was in its infancy.  It 
may have been written in the mid to late 40’s or early 50’s AD.   There are no clues 
within the book to help us with a point of reference.  The most conservative scholars 
put a date of 44-45 AD with it because of James’ influence in Jerusalem at that 
particular time.  It also seems to be void of any of Paul’s teachings, which reveals 
that James may not have been aware of Paul’s writings and influence. 
 
There are other scholars that think it may have been written just prior to James 
death (58-62 AD) in an effort to correct some of Paul’s theology.  They seem James 
asserting himself with the likes of the other gospel writers, specifically the apostles 
John and Peter, and the apostle Paul.  This seems to be without merit because if that 
were James’ intent it would have been made clear in the writing of this book and it is 
nothing like that is present. 



 

 

Theme: 
The theme of the book is common sense Christianity or practical Christianity.  He 
clearly wants Christians to see that our faith is not merely a series of religious steps, 
but an outward faith that compels us to perform good works.  Faith must be living 
and active.  Is this in conflict with Paul’s thoughts on being saved by grace?  Of 
course not!  Paul is the one who introduced us to the fruit of the Spirit, planting and 
watering seeds, and growing in Christ.   Our works alone cannot save us, but they 
help us to bring glory to the Father, as Jesus intended.   
 
There is clearly a “pastoral” flavor to the book.  As an elder of the Jerusalem church, 
a protégé to Peter, and brother of Jesus, he would have had great power to wield 
within the church.  Instead of pushing doctrine or tradition, he uses this letter to 
encourage and challenge. 
 

Audience: 
The letter does seem generic and impersonal, but it is addressed to the “twelve 
tribes of the dispersion” (James 1:1).   This is a reference to the tribes of Israel.  The 
early Christians thought of themselves as the true Israel (Galatians 6:16), the true 
circumcision (Philippians 3:3), and the true seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:29, 
Romans 4:16).  Therefore, it is not surprising that Christians outside of Palestine 
considered themselves as the “twelve tribes of the dispersion” (James 1:1) that 
were still part of God’s covenant. 
 
Since the letter is addressed to a more Jewish audience, James uses illustrations for 
prayer and patience but turns to Old Testament characters (i.e. prophets, Elijah, Job) 
instead of the teachings of our Lord.   In fact, he makes no reference to the great 
events of Jesus’ life, omits any reference to the death or resurrection of our Lord, 
and Jesus is only mentioned by name twice (James 1:1, 2:1).  It is also interesting to 
notice the similarities with the Sermon on the Mount (Goldman): 

James 1:2  ↔  Matthew 5:10-12 
James 1:4  ↔  Matthew 5:48 
James 1:5  ↔  Matthew 7:7ff 
James 1:20  ↔  Matthew 5:22 
James 1:22  ↔  Matthew 7:24ff 
James 2:10  ↔  Matthew 5:19 
James 2:13  ↔  Matthew 5:7 
James 3:18  ↔  Matthew 5:9 
James 4:4  ↔  Matthew 6:24 
James 4:10  ↔  Matthew 5:5 
James 4:11ff ↔  Matthew 7:1-5 
James 5:2ff  ↔  Matthew 6:19 
James 5:10  ↔  Matthew 5:12 
James 5:12  ↔  Matthew 5:33-37 



 

 

Key Verses: 
 James 1:2, 1:12, 1:17, 1:22, 1:27, 2:1, 2:10, 2:18, 2:24, 3:8, 3:13, 4:7-8, 4:12,  
 4:13, 4:17, 5:8, 5:12, 5:13-14, 5:16, 5:19-20  
 
Outline: 

I. Genuine Perspective – James 1:1-11 
II. Genuine Religion – James 1:12-27 

III. Genuine Love – James 2:1-13 
IV. Genuine Faith – James 2:14-26 
V. Genuine Speech – James 3:1-8 

VI. Genuine Wisdom – James 3:9-18 
VII. Genuine Humility – James 4:1-7 

VIII. Genuine Judgment – James 4:8-17 
IX. Genuine Behavior – James 5:1-8 
X. Genuine Prayer – James 5:9-20 



 

 

A Survey of the Book of I Peter 
 

Author: 
The book claims to have been written by the apostle Simon Peter (I Peter 1:1).  
Irenaeus and others validated this as a fact.  Clearly from the material it can be 
assumed that the writer had an extensive knowledge of the life and teachings of 
Jesus.  This proves that they had to be an eyewitness.  Also, the words sound very 
similar to the words Peter spoke throughout Acts.    
 
Peter was the most prominent of the twelve apostles and an outstanding leader in 
the early church.  His name is mentioned over 150 times in the New Testament.  He 
was a fisherman and brother to the apostle Andrew (Matthew 4:18, 16:17, Luke 
5:10).  Peter is almost always listed first when the apostles are discussed in 
Scripture. 
 

Date: 
It is generally accepted it was written in the early 60’s AD.  Some have ascribed 62-
63 AD to the book.  It was during this specific time that Nero began persecuting 
Christians (I Peter 5:13).   This would have affected Peter in a very personal way.  
The apostle John gives a reference to the closing years of Peter’s life in the last 
chapter of his gospel.  John’s interpretation of Christ’s prediction makes it clear that 
Peter would die a violent death.  The evidence is strong that Peter spent his last 
years in Rome and suffered martyrdom under Nero, who reigned 54–68 A.D.   
 

Theme: 
This book is about persecution and suffering.   At this time tribulation was more 
sporadic and local rather than general.  Suffering was due to the fact that 
Christianity was unpopular, not because of Roman policies, which would come later.  
Christians were exposed to slander, boycott, mob violence, and death, depending on 
the political leaders in that particular region.  Paul and James also mentioned the 
sufferings of this present time (Romans 8:18, I Corinthians 7:26, 15:30, II 
Timothy 2:11-13, 3:12, James 1:2ff).   
 
Peter identifies the true enemy, Satan, who is working through the Romans and the 
Jews, as a roaring lion seeking someone to devour (I Peter 5:8).  Therefore, Peter 
appeals to the conduct of Jesus.  He was the first to ponder WWJD?  He especially 
emphasizes the meekness and patience of Christ (I Peter 1:21, 3:13).  Then, he also 
admonishes the leaders of the church (I Peter 5). 
 



 

 

Audience: 
The letter was intended for the exiled Christians in Asia Minor (I Peter 1:1).  It was 
written from Rome.  The identification of Babylon with Rome is common (I Peter 
5:13, Revelation 14:8, 17:5, 18:2, 10, 21).  Peter’s letters were specifically 
directed to Christians in five Roman provinces: Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia. 
 

Key Verses: 
 I Peter 1:3-5, 13-16, 2:1-2, 2:4-5, 2:9-10, 2:21-25, 3:1-7, 3:17, 3:21-22, 4:1-6,  
 5:1-4, 5:8-11 

 
Outline: 

I. The Hope of a Christian - I Peter 1:1-12 
II. The Holiness of a Christian - I Peter 1:13-25 

III. The Maturity of a Christian - I Peter 2:1-12 
IV. The Submission of a Christian - I Peter 2:13-25 
V. The Companionship of a Christian - I Peter 3:1-14 

VI. The Salvation of a Christian - I Peter 3:15-22 
VII. The Wisdom of a Christian - I Peter 4:1-11 

VIII. The Suffering of a Christian - I Peter 4:12-19 
IX. The Humbleness of a Christian - I Peter 5:1-7 
X. The Strength of a Christian - I Peter 5:8-14 
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A Survey of the Book of II Peter 
 

Author: 
The book claims to have been written by the apostle Simon Peter (II Peter 1:1).  
However, traditions about this are weak and conflicting.  The language and style is 
different from I Peter.  However, I Peter 5:12 reveals Silas and John Mark’s 
influence in the first book.  This may have been a more personal letter from his own 
hand and with influence from Jude (II Peter 2:1-3:4 is nearly a word for word quote 
of Jude 4-19).    
 
There are those who feel that no other book in the New Testament is more hotly 
debated in reference to date and author.  It should be noted that these things were 
debated before the book was placed in the NT canon and after 367 AD it was 
universally accepted, despite these arguments.  
Many critics are also critical of other books, dates, and authors, just because they 
dislike accepting things as assumed so because of tradition.  Being critical is not 
necessarily a bad thing, but it if takes the focus off of the message, then it becomes a 
distraction. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted it was written in the mid 60’s AD.  Some have ascribed 64-65 
AD to the book, while others believe it to be closer to 66-68 AD.  It is obvious that it 
was written around the same time as the book of Jude, but there are differing views 
as to which one came first.       
 

Theme: 
This book is about seeking knowledge.  Peter previously commanded Christians to 
defend their faith (I Peter 3:15).  This, of course, included knowledge (John 8:32).  
Faith is reasonable and is not a leap into the dark.  Once this is understood we can 
see that false teachers can be successfully defeated by carefully examining the 
Scriptures (II Peter 2).  The threat of false teachers at the time of 2 Peter had 
become a reality, which is also seen in the book of Jude.   He reveals that some will 
attempt to “twist” the Scriptures (II Peter 3:15).   
 
Peter hopes that Christians will see that they can know, beyond the possibility of 
error, that God exists and that the Bible is His Word (II Peter 1:20ff).  The way to 
such knowledge is spiritual growth and maturity (II Peter 1:3-10).  This is one of 
the reasons why he spends his last chapter dealing with preparing for the second 
coming and giving an account for our spiritual walk. 
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Audience: 
The letter was intended for a general audience (II Peter 1:1).  There is little doubt 
that he intended it for the exiled Christians in the Roman provinces of Asia Minor: 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (II Peter 3:1).   
 

Key Verses: 
 II Peter 1:5-9, 1:19-21, 2:4-11, 2:21, 3:1-9, 3:10-13, 3:17-18  

 
Outline: 

I. The Blessings of God (1:1-15) 
II. The Glory of God (1:16-21) 

III. The Justice of God (2:1-16) 
IV. The Teaching of God (2:17-22) 
V. The Promise of God (3:1-9) 

VI. The Peace of God (3:10-18) 
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A Survey of the Letters of John 
 

Author: 
The letters of John are favorites among the General epistles, especially I John.  
Traditionally these books are assigned to the apostle John the son of Zebedee.  Early 
church leaders like Eusebius, Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, 
and many others taught that John wrote these books.  The style, vocabulary, and 
concepts are all very similar and can also be compared to the gospel of John 
 
I John doesn’t start like a letter or end like a letter, but it is a very personal writing.  
II and III John are short, one chapter letters that are obviously written to individuals 
and congregations.  The fact that these books are written from the perspective an 
“elder” is evidence that the churches and individuals who read them knew John very 
well and genuinely appreciated his pastoral work. 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted that these books were written in the late 80’s or early 90’s 
AD.   John lived until about 100 AD and died of natural causes, therefore, these books 
would have been written later in his life.  Most scholars believe these letters were 
actually written from Ephesus.  
 

Theme: 
I John is about loving one another.  He talks about forgiveness, the need for loving 
our brethren, and avoiding those who teach false things.  There is a great contrast 
between truth and falsehood. 
 
II John is about avoiding false teachers.  They should not be greeted or encouraged.  
He also encourages the church to remember what he said about “loving one 
another”  
 
III John is about the contrast between good and evil.  There is a comparison between 
Diotrephes (bad) and Demetrius (good).  We need to emulate good and encourage 
those who practice it. 
 

Audience: 
All of the letters are for Ephesian Christians.  I John was written to the Christians in 
the Ephesian church and surrounding area.  II John was written to a church near 
Ephesus.  III John was written to Gaius, who was from the church at Ephesus.     
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Key Verses: 
 I John 1:3, 1:5-10, 2:1-2, 2:7-11, 2:18-19, 2:22-23, 2:26-29, 3:1-3, 3:7-9,  
 3:16-18, 3:24, 4:1-3, 4:7-16, 4:20-21, 5:1-5, 5:12-18, 5:20 
 
 II John 4-6, 8, 10 
 
 III John 2-4, 9-10, 11 
 
Outline: 
I John 

I.  The Test of Obedience (1) 
 II.  The Test of Love (2) 
 III. The Test of Character (3) 
 IV. The Test of Spirituality (4) 
 V.  The Test of Assurance (5) 
 
 
II John 
 I.  Introduction (vs.1-3) 
 II.  Practicing the Truth (vs.4-6) 
 III. Protecting the Truth (vs.7-8) 
 IV. Professing the Truth (vs.9-11) 
 V.  Benediction (vs.12-13) 
 
 
III John 

I.  Introduction (vs.1-2) 
 II.  Commendation of Gaius (vs.3-8) 
 III. Condemnation of Diotrephes (vs.9-10) 
 IV. Comparison to Demetrius (vs.11-12) 
 V.  Benediction (vs.13-14) 
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A Survey of the Letter of Jude 
 

Author: 
The writer of Jude was undoubtedly known to the Christians of the first century, but 
this knowledge was not passed down to us.  Basically he only references himself as a 
servant of Jesus and a brother of James (Jude 1).  There were seven people named 
Jude (Judas) in the New Testament four are more or less conspicuously mentioned 
but only one had a brother named James.  This was the half-brother of Jesus 
(Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3).  Foxes Book of Martyrs states that Jude also went by 
the name Thaddeus (Lebbaeus) and was crucified at Edessa in 72 AD.   

 
Similarly to book of James, both begin their letters by showing their humility and 
faith in the deity of Jesus calling themselves “bondservants,” rather than brothers.  
This reveals that they had changed their views after Christ’s death and resurrection.   
Early on in Jesus’ ministry they did not seem to be supportive and neither brother 
went with their mother to the cross (John 20:25-27). 

 
Date: 

It is generally accepted it was written in the mid to late 60’s AD.  However, it could 
have been written as early as 50 AD or as late as 70 AD.  Most scholars believe that 
the dating of Jude’s letter can be based on whether it preceded or succeeded II Peter.  
If Jude preceded II Peter, then it was written before Peter’s death in 64 AD.  If it was 
written after II Peter, then it was written near the close of the first century.  When 
one takes into account the influence of false prophecy it seems likely that Peter was 
declaring it on the horizon, while Jude talks about it as a current issue.  Therefore, it 
is possible that II Peter was written first, though they may have been within just a 
few months or years apart.   
 

Theme: 
This book is about contending for the faith.  The book of Jude is the third shortest 
biblical book.  Its twenty-five verses are a panorama of the Old Testament and a 
challenge regarding the future of the church.  We are introduced again to Sodom, 
angels, Cain, Moses, Balaam, Korah, Egyptian bondage, the wilderness wanderings, 
and Satan. Considering its size, few books present as many issues in such a short 
space.   
 
 
 
 



 

65 
 

One unique part of Jude is his use of extra-biblical sources (Jude 14, Enoch 1:9; 
60:8).   He also makes a statement about the body of Moses that is not recorded in 
the Old Testament (Jude 9).  The story of the archangel Michael contending with 
Satan over the body of Moses was in an extra-biblical book written in Hebrew 
between 7 A.D. and 29 A.D and is also quoted by Luke in Acts 7:36 (Jude 9, 16, 18, 
II Baruch, Clement of Alexandria, Origen).  There is a fragment of this book, called 
the Assumption of Moses, that can be viewed today but it is damaged prior to the 
episode quoted by Jude.   
 
Some people like to make an issue out of the sources mentioned above.   This 
shouldn’t prove to be a significant issue because the Old Testament alone refers to 
at least fourteen extra-biblical books (Numbers 21:14, Joshua 10:13, I Kings 
11:41, I Chronicles 29:29, II Chronicles 9:29, 12:15, 13:22, 20:34, 24:27).  In the 
New Testament Paul quotes the Hymn of Zeus from Aratus of Tarsus written around 
270 BC (Acts 17:28).   He also uses Menander (I Corinthians 15:33) and 
Epimenides (Titus 1:12) as sources in his writings.  
 

Audience: 
The letter is lumped with the general epistles because it was intended for a general 
audience.   Mainly it was intended for a challenge to Christians.  All of the readers 
shared a “common salvation” with the author (v.3), though many may have had a 
Jewish background.  This would also reveal the reasoning behind using apocryphal 
books in the letter.  These books were well circulated about the Jewish Christians, 
but not universally considered to be inspired. 
 
There may have been a congregation the writer intended to read this letter.  
However, that information is hidden from us.  He uses endearing terminology and 
passionately warned them as if showing deep personal concern for their well-being.  
It is possible that he served as an elder in the church in Edessa before his death and 
they could have been the intended recipients. 

 
Key Verses: 
 Jude 3-4, 9-11, 14-15, 20-21, 24-25 
 
Outline: 

I. Contending For Faithful Living (1-4) 
II.  Condemning Unfaithful Living (5-13) 
III. Complaining About Faithful Living (14-19) 
IV. Committing To Faithful Living (20-22) 
V.  Conquering Faithful Living (23-25) 
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A Survey of the Revelation of John 
 

Author: 
The apostle John, identified as one "who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ" (Revelation 1:1-2).  This apostle was the brother of James, 
the author of the gospel of John, and three other epistles that bear his name (I John, 
II John, III John).  His authorship of this particular book is supported by the 
testimony of Justin Martyr (165 A.D.), Clement of Alexandria (220 AD), Hippolytus 
(236 AD), Origen (254 AD), and several early councils. 

 
Date: 

Dating when the book was written is not without controversy.  When one dates the 
book, it will certainly have a bearing upon one's interpretation of the book.  This is 
especially true if one follows the "preterist" view.  Two dates are usually proposed: 
(1) An "early date", around 64-68 A.D., during the reign of the Roman emperor, 
Nero.  (2) A "late date", around 95-96 A.D., during the reign of emperor Domitian.   
 
There are at least five different views of interpreting the book of Revelation that 
generally fall into the following categories: 

 
(1) The "preterist" view - The events were fulfilled in the first few centuries 

after the book was written.  Its value for today would be didactic (the value of 
faithfulness to God). 

 (2) The "historicist" view - The book provides a panoramic view of the 
future of the church.  Its value for today would be to encourage Christians to 
stay faithful. 

 (3) The "futurist" view - Apart from the first few chapters, the book depicts 
events which immediately precede the second coming of Christ.  Therefore, 
most of the book has yet to be fulfilled (or is being fulfilled now).  Within this 
view point there are three main divisions: Pre-tribulationists, Mid-
tribulationists, and Post-tribulationists.  Its value for would only be for 
Christians living at the time Jesus returns. 

 (4) The "idealist" view - The book does not deal with any specific historical 
situation.  Instead, it is simply enforcing the principle that good will ultimately 
triumph over evil.  Its value for today would be that it is applicable to any age. 

 (5) The "eclectic" view - They take a combination of all of these views to fit 
their view.  It serves as a “generic” view taking a moderate position on all 
points of view. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dispensationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Middle_Tribulation_Rapture&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Middle_Tribulation_Rapture&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post_Tribulation_Rapture
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Theme: 
The Greek word "revelation" (no “s”) means "an uncovering" or "unveiling."  The 
book was designed to uncover not to conceal.  It starts off with letters to seven 
churches, then intertwines history and prophecy.  Its purpose, stated at the 
beginning and end, was to prepare the seven churches for persecution (Revelation 
1:1,3, 22:10,16) and to reveal "THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY COME TO PASS."  
In particular, it is a revelation from Christ Himself of the judgment to come upon 
those who were persecuting His people (Revelation 6:9-11, 16:5-7). This judgment 
was directed toward two enemies: (1) "Babylon, the harlot" (Revelation 17:6, 
18;20,24, 19:2).  (2) The "beast" that supported the harlot (Revelation 17:7-13).  
In fulfilling this purpose, the book is designed to warn and comfort.  For erring 
disciples, it is a book of warning ("repent" or else, Revelation 2:5,16).  For faithful 
disciples, it is a book of comfort ("blessed" are those who "overcome" - Revelation 
1:3; 2:7; 3:21; 14:13; 22:14). 
 

Audience: 
The early church, specifically the seven churches mentioned in the book, would have 
benefited greatly from this writing.  John said, "Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the 
time is near." (Revelation 1:3).  This thought is echoed from start to finish 
(Revelation 1:1, 1:4, 1:7, 1:9, 1:19-20, 22:6, 22:10) and is evident by the 
messages to seven churches of Asia that were contemporaries of John, whom he 
joined in this “present” suffering (Revelation 1:9-11).   
 
Any application derived from the book is no different than that of any other 
prophetic book in the Bible. . . . God's way is the best way.  His way is the only way to 
ensure victory!  Revelation 17:14 says, "These will make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are 
with Him are called, chosen, and faithful." 

 
Key Verses: 
 Revelation 1:1, 1:4, 1:7, 1:9-11, 1:19-20, 2:5, 2:7, 2:10, 2:16, 3:16, 3:21, 4:2-5, 
 6:9-11, 7:11-17, 10:9-11, 12:10-12, 14:13, 16:5-7, 17:6,  17:7-13, 17:14,  
 18:20-24, 19:2, 19:16, 22:6, 22:10, 22:12-15, 22:16-17, 22:18-19, 22:20 
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Outline: 
 

INTRODUCTION (1:1-20) 
  1. Introduction & benediction (1-3) 
  2. Greetings to the seven churches of Asia (4-6) 
  3. Announcement of Christ's coming (7) 
  4. The Lord's self-designation (8) 
 
I. AN OVERVIEW OF THE CONFLICT (1:9-11:19) 
  A. VISION OF CHRIST AMONG THE LAMPSTANDS (1:9-20) 
  B. LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES (2:1-3:22) 
  C. THE THRONE SCENE (4:1-5:11) 
  D. THE OPENING OF THE SEVEN SEALS (6:1-8:1) 
  E. THE SOUNDING OF SEVEN TRUMPETS (8:2-11:19) 
 
II. A CLOSER LOOK AT THE CONFLICT (12:1-22:5) 
  A. THE GREAT CONFLICT (12:1-14:20) 
  B. THE SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH (15:1-16:21) 
  C. THE FALL OF BABYLON, THE HARLOT (17:1-19:10) 
  D. THE DEFEAT OF THE LAMB'S ENEMIES (19:11-20:15) 
  E. THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF THE REDEEMED (21:1-22:5) 
 
CONCLUSION (22:6-21) 
  1. The time is near, do not seal up the book (22:6-11) 
  2. The testimony of Jesus, the Spirit, and the bride (22:12-17) 
  3. Warning not to tamper with the book, and closing prayers (22:18-21) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


