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LESSON #4 = The Comfort of the Church
by Ray Reynolds on January 24, 2016

Text: I Thessalonians 4
Introduction: The Bible teaches us in Acts 1 that Jesus ascended into heaven. In John 14 He made a
promise that He would come back again to receive the saints. But what does that mean? What can we
do about it? We need to get our bags packed! Today we are going to focus on our comfort.
Specifically, we are going to focus on words that can comfort us. Let’s study together…
Discussion:

I. The Need for Holy Learning (vs.1-8)
1Finally

then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as
you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments we
gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain
from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and
honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage
of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned
you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who
rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit.

II.

The Need for Humble Love (vs.9-10)

9 But

concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught
by God to love one another; 10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But
we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more.

III.

The Need for Honorable Labor (vs.11-12)

11 that

you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as
we commanded you, 12 that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack
nothing.

IV. The Need for Hopeful Living (vs.13-18)
13 But

I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow
as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one
another with these words.
Conclusion: This last verse of chapter three started leading us to this great and glorious conclusion. Paul
wants everyone who is alive, and remaining on the earth, to prepare for a homecoming with Christ and
the resurrected Saints. We should keep our eyes on the sky. We need to keep our ears open to the
sound of the trumpet. We need to live right so He will call our name. We don’t want to miss what He
has prepared for us! Are you ready to meet Jesus? If not, make things right today!

